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Dedication
I want to dedicate this book to individuals and families who have undergone and perhaps continue to live under very difficult circumstances. It becomes more evident to me as I have researched and studied this subject of suffering and adversity that there are in fact no clear reasons as to why believers suffer similar afflictions as people who make no claims to salvation.
I am mindful  of  many whose lives were and  continue to be earmarked with tremendous degrees of hardship. So often the Christian Church and at times individuals like myself have somewhat marginalized these believers and families undergoing great difficulty with the simple notion that their troubles were the result and consequences of sin, poor choices, bad attitudes or lack of faith. Or a combination of some or all of these. We wanted an easy solution for a difficult issue - some formula or yardstick to help us measure where to draw the line; perhaps to avoid and prevent our own suffering. Such a complex subject demands more than an impulsive rule of thumb.

However, as many other things in life it’s just not that simple. For the many unheralded believers who have and continue to carry the untold burden and sacrifice of their suffering as well as the guilt, misunderstanding, loneliness isolation and condemnation you may already feel or has been  inflicted upon you by other Christians, I bless you in Jesus Name, you are indeed blessed of God. Though we all pass through varying seasons and degrees of lack and loss, others seem to have been set apart by God to undergo a greater affliction, a heavier cross - a greater test, a more difficult journey but one day a greater reward.
Suffering and pain are also at times hinged to a darker side of life’s reality. Abuse, violence and countless other cruel insensitive acts are perpetrated against people by other people, and yes certainly Christians are not immune. It is hard to understand how so terrible an experience can at some point, in God’s timetable, all work for good. For many it is impossible to conceive such a thought or to accept and come to terms with such a notion while passing through such horrific valleys of pain.
We may never understand all the reasons why while we stand on  this  earth;  they  are  not  always  available  to  us  now.  We  cannot simply dismiss suffering and the crosses we are called to bear without acknowledging that God indeed has some great purpose for them now and for eternity.
However, and I say this with the upmost sensitivity and respect for all those undergoing the trauma of sufferings of past or present events; God is a present help to heal you and walk you through your nightmare. Some things make no sense.  Why God? Why did this have to happen to me? Why?
Where were You then? Where are you now as I struggle through my life? Let me say that God was there, then. He is here with us now!
The fact that He did not step in to stop the event or the crisis; the pain, anguish, and the suffering are beyond our understanding at the moment. If God loves me, then how could a good God just stand there and do nothing? Again that answer may only make sense down the road, but let me ask you this.
When God does not step in to stop or curtail our suffering or the suffering of multiplied millions does that make Him any less God, or any less loving or good or compassionate or caring or powerful?
My prayer for this book is that we may all, come to understand at least in part the redeeming value God has designed in our times of trial and great suffering. Also, that we may as a body of believers chose to walk in grace and compassion alongside of those who perhaps even today struggle in their faith not having been able to accept, understand nor embrace the length , breadth and depth of  their personal dark night of the soul. May our Heavenly Father, the God of all comfort strengthen and encourage your heart and bring you into a place of rest.





INTRODUCTION
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against the house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.” (Mathew 7:24, 25)
Only the words of God that have been built into our lives will endure the storms of life. Various programs of achievement, steps to success,  knowledge  and  guidance  to  spiritual  victory  that  minimize or sets aside God’s word are doomed to fail. They may provide some practical knowledge and ability to live everyday but will fall woefully short in altering the human heart.
Our human attempts to form ‘the divine image’ within us is a work of futility. We cannot transform ourselves into Christ-likeness as some lofty goal to pursue and strive for.
Rather it is Christ who seeks to be formed within us.
The life of a Christian is a life of faith, NOT faith in themselves but a faith in God who will take that life, as a Potter takes a lump of clay, and will begin to fashion it as He wills. Having initially surrendered our lives to Christ, He now lays claim to us and calls out to us to deny the rights to ourselves, pick up our Cross and follow Him.
We do not know where God will take us or along which road we shall journey. What we do have as an unshakeable assurance is the
promise that if we hear God’s word and obey His word then our house shall stand no matter what comes against it!
This is the third book in a series where I continue to examine this many faceted question which in brief comes down to:What has happened to the Cross?
It is not that the Cross is completely off the church’s radar screen in the sense that it is never mentioned or even taught; the tragedy is that the Cross is not taught to the depth and extent that it is taught in the Bible, the Word of God.
We need to understand that the very essence of the Cross as taught in the Bible brings with it sacrifice and suffering. These two words cause many to stand back and shudder; they conjure up such negative images. They are like storm clouds hovering over our picnic - not a welcomed occurrence. Nonetheless, a disciple cannot bypass the Cross nor can we alter God’s purpose for suffering in our lives and expect to walk in close relationship with Christ.


I cannot overstate this one fact right from the opening of this book.
We must be careful how we view our trials and the adversities that show up in our lives. Naturally, we all tend to see them as anything but blessings when actually they may be one of the most important entrances into a deeper and richer communion with God. Over time and by the understanding of God’s Word, every believer who pursues God will hopefully come to see them as Heaven does—a necessary work to frame the godly character within, thus taking us on to maturity.
The Cross in its diverse forms and applications go hand in hand with the Christian faith.
This book makes no attempt to soften the blow on what the Word of God clearly teaches in regards to the holy calling of God and the pathway of the justified ones in regards to suffering. The trials of our faith are an essential key to that transformation. Our acceptance of that call bring us to the threshold, into the doorway; opening unto us an ongoing pathway and lifelong process of being conformed to Christ, our sanctification. (1 Cor. 1:30)
We have been separated for God, by God, to become something that we are not presently. The high and holy calling is not simply about being used by God as an instrument to do good things as our ultimate goal in the faith, but most importantly, the pinnacle - the very purpose of the Cross - is to transform the man and woman from the very depth of their being into the image of Jesus Christ.
This setting us apart is better understood and grasped as our journey takes us through distinct life experiences along an obscure, less- travelled road. This route seems to defy the popular textbook accounts that we so often read about which tend to highlight the Christian life as a smooth and trouble-free highway.
In contrast, this is the solitary, isolated road where Christian’s, who  in  their  abandonment  to  Christ,  learn  over  seasons  of  time to relinquish the reigns and control over their lives and circumstances to Christ. They accept in the submission of their life a higher and many times a not so well understood will and purpose of God which opens unto them the fuller portion of His abundant life no longer simply as believers, but as sons, with an inheritance. (Ephesians 1:11, 14, 18; Hebrews 12)
This is our destiny as believers that we have been called and set apart for God to overcome! This is our birth right on this earth, to be known of God and to know God’s love from the place of rest.
Today for the most part only one aspect of the Cross is taught to believers and unbelievers alike. The main focus and application is understood to be basically an entrance into the Kingdom and family of God.
For the sinner, the Cross is the doorway or the entrance into the Christian faith with an initial and somewhat limited comprehension of forgiveness, redemption and grace.
To the contemporary saint the Cross is the revered place where Jesus Christ suffered and shed His blood to pay for all of our sins but it is often strictly in a past-tense frame of mind. With that understanding we look back to the Cross for forgiveness, cleansing and the many benefits and blessings that sacrifice secured for us all. Certainly, all wonderful.
What we have failed to do as a Church was to continue to teach that the Cross has an ongoing sanctifying, cleansing and redeeming work with a specific design to purify and transform the believer by the Holy Spirit  unto  maturity,  unto  holiness,  unto  Christlikeness.  What  began at Calvary, what began at our conversion continues with much more profound impact and revelation in regards to all the dimensions and magnitude of abundant life by way of our daily application of the Cross.
The beginnings of this work is usually subtle; it is intentionally directed at the more pronounced and unlovely areas of our lives after we have begun to grow in the faith. In God’s good time His Spirit will begin to search out, tear down and pull out all areas that displease Him. These are embedded, familiar areas that bear no resemblance to His divine nature within us. They are self-promoting, self - serving natures that are basically anti-God, anti-Christ;  resistant pockets that seek their own independent ways, desiring to live the Christian life according to their own imaginations, an internal compass which many times is cloaked with well-intentioned and good desires.
We do not automatically become Christ-like because we become Christians.
To be sure, this will be a lifelong process that will take us through every season of our lives: a work of unconditional love, fashioned and sculpted by God’s boundless grace.
We all like the blessing aspects of God. Books and CD’s that highlight the positive features of God are to be sure more attractive and do far better in sales than other messages that focus on the work of the Holy Spirit in our inner man. But how will we grow up into full-grown mature Christians unless what we have been taught is put to the test in real and actual life experiences?
Have we truly understood God’s purpose for setting us apart? Have we truly understood the Biblical lessons over the years? Have we merely embraced the popular “Status Quo” Christian teaching and culture based on our likes or dislikes like some posting on Facebook?
Have we only parroted the many professions of faith all the while there was no Holy Spirit witness to its truth deep in our hearts? Do we truly know God’s Ways?
Maybe we do Christian things but they seem to be mechanical or awkward, understood to be the right and required task believers do. But what are we becoming on the inside, what are we truly seeking after?
Lastly, have we done our homework? Like the Bereans in the book of Acts, have we searched the Scriptures to see and verify what we are hearing and reading is Biblically sound and accurate? Has our Bible become more like an ornament, a decoration we carry around with us to Church on Sunday while being tossed about inside not really sure what to believe?

The Cross however should not be understood only, as the old hymn suggest that: “There is a fountain drawn from Immanuel’s veins, and sinners plunged beneath that blood lose all their guilty stains.”
But equally and perhaps more importantly for every disciple: We have a perpetual and living spirit of the Cross or in other words, the Cross has an ongoing and eternal function that beckons us as saints on a daily basis to deny self, pick up our Cross and follow Christ in the unfolding process of change and maturity all within the Sovereign rule of God.
This  process  and  work  of  sanctification  will  be  experienced personally by all those who desire to be identified with the death of Christ. Our being set apart for Christ, unto holiness, will take us through periods where both the undesirable and the much preferred benefits of the Cross will be intertwined in our Christian walk. Understandably, there will be stages where only one facet of the Cross will enfold us.
Today, the undesirable aspects of the Cross are misunderstood if not altogether absent.
Let me state it clearly from the onset that any Christian Gospel without a Cross at its center is a humanistic Gospel, a reformatted ‘Good News’ that bypasses the denying and crucifixion of self thus enhancing our flesh and allowing our carnal man to live and flourish. Eventually this message becomes greed driven as we see so clearly in much of today’s hybrid gospel, where the Christian becomes the center - displacing Christ and His Cross.
In time the disciple is neither willing to deny self nor willing to follow Christ. Self, lives on proudly and our flesh stands un-surrendered and un-crucified even at the altar of God.
“Self is the whole evil of man’s fallen nature.” (William Law)
Self could best be described as the desire to have and maintain one’s own way: To preserve one’s own rights and not surrender them to the Lordship of Christ. Every sin we commit can be tied right back to self, thus revealing self’s ongoing strength to have its own way and thus exposing our great need for change that can only be accomplished through the daily surrender to the Cross.
Make no mistake, self comes well dressed with religious garments as to not be detected.
As forgiven blood washed saints of God, there appears to be little or no contemporary teaching or theology on the redeeming aspects of the Cross or suffering; it appears that most messages are directed to be self-friendly!
Trial,  adversity  and  hardship  have  for  the  most  part  been relegated to the dust bin of religious extremism, supposedly held by people who are considered to suffer from a martyr’s complex.
This whole notion of Christian’s embracing their Cross in this progressive information age has been dismissed or substituted for a more positive and seeker-sensitive Gospel that downplays or downright denies and rejects the realism of suffering for believers, period!
Today’s Christian Church at least in the West cannot seem to navigate through the myriads of Scripture that teach that trials are indeed part and parcel of our faith so they are simply ignored and disregarded.
This  book  is  laid  out  in  a  progressive  pattern;  this  teaching weaves this same truth throughout the various chapters to conclude with a decisive truth that all believers should consider.


CAUTION, WARNING TO THE READER: The following chapters contain adult content; only mature readers who hunger for Biblical truth should proceed. This Book contain candid, unabridged scripture texts and teaching that may add more insight or even liberate your hearts and minds if exposed to them. Please proceed carefully if you are open to consider God’s purposes in setting you apart to overcome.
Over the last year I have received some very encouraging feedback from my last book and also some interesting comments that made me ask myself some questions about our Christian diet and our beliefs regarding God’s grand purpose for believers.
The interesting comments could all be boiled down to this one statement: “Your book is very deep…” (Much to my surprise I would add!)
Deep? I am not sure how to respond to people who honestly look at me straight in the eye and admit that they felt the content of the book was over their head.
As I write this part of the introduction, I am facing one of my bookshelves and I have at least a dozen books that would fall within the same category as the two that I have previously written. I never considered them to be too deep, but I consider them to be teaching that was forthright, honest, transparent, compelling and convicting.
All of them are Biblically sound in regards to the work of the Cross, past tense, present tense and future tense. I have endeavoured to apply these teachings, first to my own life and secondly to pass along the heritage of those who have gone before us having carried their Cross to its completion in exchange for their crown.
I will also confess that these books and authors also provided the answer to this dilemma of deep.
Each author happens to comes from a different time era than the present one in which we live.
This is not to say that authors of a different time period were better writers or more gifted to connect with their readers. What I am saying is that many, many writers and preachers of the past for the most part still retained and fought for a faith that had been handed down through millennia without conceding certain foundational truths. The teachings of these individuals in my opinion mirrored the Word of God in a more accurate and forthright way without trying to alter its core meaning.
That can no longer be said today. The analogy of our North American Seed Producers may provide a good parallel.
The Western agricultural movers and shakers and the powers that be have seen fit to genetically alter certain varieties of seed. Because they can and because they feel their research and development will be of great benefit to mankind in general. Many scientists, foreign governments as well as the general populace are now beginning to wonder if this was a wise move. Many nations will no longer accept seed or grain grown in our countries because they are unsure and of the long term effects on the seed itself as well as the effects on the people who consume them.
Similarly, in my opinion, the Christian Church in the West has altered passages of God’s Word in an attempt to make it more appealing to the world at large with the intent to maximize the yield and harvest of new believers. Simultaneously, the church ensures those inside the fold with forecasts of up and coming new moves of God guaranteeing every believer enhanced and unlimited power, authority and financial prosperity. This has generated new frontiers of exploration and research into Church Growth movements and allowed for explosive new waves of Church culture.
It would appear that the existing seed stock fell short of ideal target quotas opening the way for a modern seed preferring greater yields that are more resistant to present day diseases. Again, a glimpse of perhaps our feeble attempts to help God out in low turnout years, all done with the intention of empowering the seed (you and me) well beyond the scope of its Creator.
Therefore  the  Gospel  from  the  West  could  be  labelled  as  a “G.enetically M.odified O.rganism.”
I am convinced that we need to go back to teaching and preaching that precedes this major shift and sleight of hand; before the alterations the Bible has been subjected to in these last three or four decades, if not longer, before the major modifications took place. Where has the wisdom of letting the Word of God speak for itself gone?
In our day, adversity, trials, hardship, misfortune and suffering have been consigned to the strategy and work of the devil. We have in some peculiar way categorized every element and component of suffering as negative and placed them in the deficit column of our spiritual ledgers as demonic and bad. While the things we consider good we place in the positive asset column and label them as Heaven sent. This is indeed a major shift away from the many generations of saints before us.
And it’s a neat and tidy theology to be sure!
Over the last thirty years especially, these points of view have been kept in their distinct corners separated as opposing entities. These so called conflicting forces we’ve been taught must be kept distinct in our minds and theology, otherwise they tend to complicate our nicely manicured modern day doctrines.
God is good, and the devil is bad. God gives us good things and the devil gives us bad things. This is pretty much our train of thought. To introduce other facets such as God allows and even designs trials for us is a bit too much and is rejected as heretical and sacrilegious. Nonetheless, as we shall hopefully see in the following chapters - Disciples who love Jesus will walk through many storms in this life!
These periods of testing which at times leave us confused as to their source and purpose have all been personally and uniquely hand crafted and filtered by a loving heavenly Father working the spirit of the Cross into our lives as He matures and perfects us into the image of Christ within His eternal perspective.
We certainly have put limitations on God!
We have out of our own finite minds measured the boundaries as to how God is supposed to operate within our lives. The Lord is certainly limitless as the universe itself and yet it appears that we are only able to discern His goodness and Presence through the wonderful blessings He bestows upon us. And when it comes to suffering, misunderstanding or conflict, we can only see the hand of the devil and give way to fear, despair or offence even to the point of doubting or abandoning our faith.
Without voicing it, we maintain that God must abide and operate within our framework of understanding.
What has the Church taught its people in regards to adversity?
It is obvious that we have failed to prepare a new generation of disciples to be overcomers in the everyday trials of life and are leading the present generation away from sound scriptural teaching. The Word of God makes no attempt to conceal the fact that we are going to suffer in this world.
“…In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33b)
“For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.” (1 Thess. 3:4)
It is to be expected; actually you can count on it!
The Church has adopted the world’s view on positive thinking - a view steeped in psychology and self-preservation, hinged together with a very shallow tolerance for any so called negative thinking, speaking or teaching which, in itself, is a tenet of modern psychology. The Christian Church at large is perhaps unaware of its own negative and narrow attitude towards  sound  Biblical  teaching  in  regards  to  suffering  and displays a somewhat intolerant attitude against it.
The contemporary Church has danced around this topic dividing it into a black and white issue. If it looks bad, sounds bad and feels bad it is evil and thus is relegated to the devil, to be resisted and censured at all costs. On the other hand, if it feels good, sounds and looks good then praise God we receive it as God’s favor and blessing and thank Him for it.
Where have we hidden our Bibles?
Is it any wonder believers are so conflicted when it comes to trials and suffering? Are we not able to see the redeeming value of sacrifice and loss as the will of God? Can we not discern the great lessons of the Bible as they are plainly written for our instruction? Is God not allowed to use seemingly negative life experiences to change and instruct us into His higher and deeper ways of His own choosing?
Somehow we cannot understand or wrap our head around how a good God could willingly allow and orchestrate some kind of calamity or distress upon the world or His own children. We have been so ingrained with an erroneous concept that is directed and caters to our natural perceptions and appetites which represent our narrow view and not God’s of what constitutes good or evil in the eternal scheme of things. Large segments of the Body of Christ are now reluctant or unwilling to consider the eternal perspective and significance of why the righteous suffer.
It is at this juncture that some believers will be tempted to stop reading, close the book and hold fast to their personal creeds. I would encourage you to keep reading. Please take in the whole teaching of this work and then make your final assessment based on God’s Word.
We seem to think that it is ok for sinners and the evil crowd to experience misfortune because as our reasoning goes this is people getting their just do, Karma, a reap what you sow mentality. The natural man perceives suffering and adversity as nothing less than punishment from mean ole God on bad people so don’t get out of line or else!
Nothing could be further from the truth!
Certainly the Scriptures do teach us that there is reaping and sowing; that there will be a day when God will judge the wicked and the just and that there are consequences for sin in the here and now and also at the end of the age where we will all give an account of our lives.
“So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12)
Trials and adversity are not punishments nor are they accidents rather they are hand-picked, custom-designed vehicles engineered by God to transform the saint. Our natural mind and reasoning may reject this whole concept, but scripture is replete with lessons on this subject.
Let us try to look beyond our very limited choice of scripture verses and maybe our somewhat prejudiced scrutiny. Let us also try to embrace the uncompromising teaching the Word of God provides to assure us that God allows, co-ordinates and engineers trials, adversity and suffering for all who love Him and are called according to His purpose.
Why? So that in this age and the world to come we might come to see, understand and give glory to God. Because, in the execution of His glorious plan for us He has and continues to work all, yes all things - even the suffering and trials - together for good for them who love Him and are called according to His Name and purpose. Even in the very fires of the tribulation He assigns to us.
For   the   Christian,   suffering   is   not   retribution   for   their transgressions; adversity for the saint is not reprisal or paybacks from an angry God.
Adversity and Trials are a Gateway!
Though they may lead to the fiery furnace, the flames are designed by God to fashion and mould us saints; burn off the excess baggage and the chains that bind us; and to then lift us into something more gloriously beautiful than we could ever imagine while passing through the grip of such misfortune.
The fiery trials reach into our religious natures that motivate us to seek affirmation, recognition and worth through the service we render to God which, in all honesty, amounts to a merit system of works. The fellowship awaiting us within the tempest will in time set our love for God in right order.
The Cross we are asked to carry may not look like anything we may have envisioned due to our theology. From the silence of Heaven (after our many protests and objections) will descend within us the inner knowing, the witness of God assuring us of His love, care and purpose even in the midst of our storm. These can be priceless moments of His Presence when embraced in submission.
Suffering of the righteous is not the genius of the devil, he can take no credit for it.
Just as a chisel or hammer cannot take credit for the beautiful marble sculpture a Michelangelo has created. Our adversary the devil and his minions are in fact, simply the tools. Certainly they may rage and roar, yet for those abiding in the secret place of the Most High the devil poses no threat for we are safely in the hand of God.
Let  us  expand  our  theology  somewhat  to  take  in  a  host  of scriptures that, without a doubt, shall assure us that a good God in the implementation of His will and purpose for His children will employ a vast resource of tools to fashion in us a work of beauty. A likeness that resembles the Master Himself.

Again I caution, this book calls us to a place like so many in the past: Deny self. Take up your Cross. Allow God to set you apart to Overcome.

If the following is a deep subject matter it is only because we have been exposed far too long to that which is far too shallow and superficial.




Chapter 1
Called To Overcome
“He who knows no hardship will know no hardihood. He who faces no calamity will need no courage. Mysterious though it is, the characteristics in human nature we love best grow in soil with a strong mixture of trouble.” (Henry Emerson Fosdick)
If you are reading this book right now it is most likely because you are a Christian, a forgiven, blood-washed Saint of Jesus Christ. Since we have received God’s Spirit within us as a down payment of sorts, awaiting us is the full security deposit guaranteeing the complete promise of reward in the sweet bye and bye. While waiting patiently, looking ahead to that great day, we need also remind ourselves of the many provisions set aside for us here and now. These provisions come to us in the form of exceeding great and precious promises to enable us to escape the corruption that is in the world through lust. By allowing God’s Word to penetrate and transform us, we shall become sharers, partakers, partners and overcomers in the fellowship of His divine nature. (2 Peter 1:4; Titus 2:11, 12)
What I would like to look at in this chapter is the brief span of time that begins after our salvation and culminates when we are promoted to Glory - a short span in light of eternity. Within this time frame we find ourselves still living on planet earth, still carrying on with work, marriage, single or divorced, family, kids, bills, income tax. You get the picture. We might have been saved out of the world system but we are still living on the planet and exposed to the influence of that world.
God’s holy call on our lives does not relieve nor discharge us from the demands of our everyday realities and the manifold responsibilities of life. However, though much remains the same, there is much that has changed from the onset of our new spiritual life in Christ.
How many of us can attest to the truth that we are indeed new creatures in Christ; the old me and you has passed away; the laundry list of sin and iniquity has been forgiven. For many, areas of spiritual oppression, guilt and condemnation were lifted immediately. For others, God miraculously healed bodies, relationships between family members, and friendships that had long been strained and broken were restored. Some experienced freedom from bondages within moments – release from areas that had held them captive for years without any hope of relief. For most, our souls were flooded with light, hope and real joy for perhaps the first time in our troubled lives.
“Blessed be the Lord, for He has made marvelous His loving kindness to me in a besieged city” (Ps. 31:21)
While we were still lost and hopeless, God’s abundant goodness appeared and saved us in our sin. It is a goodness that ever endures and continues to ring true as redeemed people of God working through a whole host of other issues. And while we still have many areas in our lives and minds that continue to plague and beset us - even overwhelm us at times - God’s goodness continues to be marvellous. This is amazing!
Each one of us has a miraculous testimony as believers in Christ; no one can take that away from us. Those early dawning moments in Christ carry, for most, precious and unforgettable memories. The well springs of our first love ignited in us a fire and passion not previously known and in all probability never eclipsed since. From those initial blossoms of salvation accompanied with seasons of tenderness and intimacy with Christ came other seasons and periods that were neither welcomed nor treasured. Our courtship was interrupted, at least, in our opinion it was.
We wanted to hang on to those Song of Solomon moments with  Christ  that  came  effortlessly and  regularly,  but  life,  reality  and responsibility just seemed to keep crowding in more and more, pulling us down from the lovely mountain tops and away from this sacred union with Christ we thought should go on forever, uninterrupted.
Hopefully for all of us those moments still exist occasionally, maybe  not  in  the  sweetness  or  emotional  intensity  of  those  early moments in the flush of new love. Yet when Jesus’ presence manifests itself around us nowadays, we are once again overwhelmed by His love and beauty. What changed?
We moved on, not even by our own choice, God was moving us on. There are occasions where God has to awaken us from one reality to move us to the next no matter how wonderful we think it is at the moment, no matter how strongly we might protest the changes.
“For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” (Phil.2:13)
Remember Peter, James and John on the Mount of Transfiguration where  the  Glory  of  God  came  down  overshadowing  Jesus  and  the apostles. Then out of the clouds appeared Moses and Elijah. Wow! These apostles were now at their wits-end in ecstasy and joy, thrilled right out of their sandals. Do you think they wanted that moment to end…ever? But it did even though Peter wanted to build some permanent structures on the site to honor their glorious guest and maintain the status quo of their superlative mountain visitation.
Many  years  before  then,  Moses  was  also  more  than  likely disappointed as he was commanded by God to go down the mountain and deal with the issues playing out with the children of Israel after spending a great deal of quality time in God’s Presence. Good things do come to an end. We may object to the interruptions when our communion with God is put on intermission mode. And if it were up to us, we would cancel the rest of life demands to spend time in God’s presence especially when His glory shows up in such high volumes. Thankfully it’s a filtered presence so that we might survive the glorious manifestation.
As  Psalm  27  so  effectively teaches,  “…dwelling  in  the  house of the Lord, to behold His beauty” is the one thing that we should ask for and seek after, for there will be many days of trouble; life with all of its complex demands and trouble will come calling. These distressing moments will be better dealt with from our place of rest and peace. The secret is to abide in that glorious place before the upheaval begins, and then carry God’s Presence with us as the drama impacting our universe plays itself out.
The other stark reality, as in the case of Moses, was the pressing demands screaming for his attention at the base of the mountain. I am sure he would have rather ignored the turmoil brewing among the rebels, shut his eyes and ears and stayed up in the lofty heights with God. We tend to respond in similar ways. Taking care of certain problems require a lot of work, time, energy and skill and who knows if it will do any good anyway? Let’s stay up here; it’s peaceful here with God.
I imagine the Lord speaking in this way to Moses:
“You have been long enough on this mountain” thunders the Holy command.
“Lord really? You want me to go down and face that rebellious mob instead of being here with You?”
God could have told Moses out rightly, “Moses you may not appreciate this right now but staying up here with Me, although it is wonderful to have you here, something else is required in the formation of your heart and character that only the trials awaiting you down the mountain will produce. Don’t worry I’ve got it all under control. Moses I’ve got your back. Go down and face the problems, trust Me Moses, you will be back here real soon! What awaits you down there Moses are the ingredients to your spiritual development, to further establish in you the ingredients to Godly character and, Oh yes, did I forget to mention more of My Presence. Yes Moses, I have prepared these moments for you; unto this I have called you.”
Let us now look at another story in the New Testament, another story that contrasts our human point of interest with how God in His infinite wisdom sees the very same circumstance.
The crucial fact here is that we must begin to see life events through the lenses of eternity.
We need to take hold of this indispensable truth because this same scenario plays itself out repeatedly in scripture and we would be wise to realign our mindset. Otherwise our human intellect will continue to collide with the wisdom and purposes of God.
“From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.”

“Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” (Matthew 16:21, 22 NASB)
Good ole  rough-and-tumble  Peter, ready to save the day for Jesus! This just wasn’t about Peter taking Jesus aside to encourage Him to reconsider His statements or even patting Jesus on the back. Nor was Peter simply telling Him everything would be OK; everything will turn out right; you’ll see, your Father will save You from all this crucifixion stuff; come on, don’t be spouting off such negative stuff.


Peter was basically saying: “Jesus where in Heaven’s name is your faith? Don’t you realize that when you talk like that it makes us all feel uncomfortable, even fearful?”
Most likely, that would have been what most of us would have said out of alarm in response to Jesus’ startling statements.
Oh no, not impetuous Peter! The verse says that Peter “took” Him. That word took means to take to oneself or lead. You can just see Peter taking hold of Jesus arm and literally pulling Him aside leading Him away rather aggressively in exasperation over what Jesus told them.
Then verse 22 goes on to say that Peter rebuked Jesus. Imagine that, the blatant nerve on Peter’s part to pull Jesus aside to shush Him! The meaning in Greek for rebuke is to “censure, scorn, admonish, forbid or reprimand.”
It’s almost unthinkable for us to perceive how one of the disciples could have taken hold of Jesus’ arm, pull Him aside forcefully and then voice  their  disapproval,  their  denunciation  of  such  an  outrageous proposal. But though we may not see it in the same light, we may need to re-think how we view what God’s interests are in distinction to our own as we see Jesus respond to Peter’s reprimand.
“But He turned and said to Peter, Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interest but man’s.” (Verse 23)
The words must have cut like a sword in Peter’s heart. Although the words were primarily addressed to Satan, we cannot miss this one main important component. Satan was able to speak through Peter not with some strange demonic voice like a scene out of the Exorcist movie, overtaking his thoughts and tongue by force. Satan did not need to.
Satan had found a runway of humanism and self-preservation already built into Peter’s frame-of-mind that allowed the devil to walk right in and give Jesus a well camouflaged lethal arrow of advice. Satan’s mindset and Peter’s were in this case one and the same.
Jesus told the devil that day and Peter and for all those within ear shot that their interests did not reflect in any way the interest of God, only men.
Hey! What’s the big deal here Jesus? Why the hard words for someone that was only trying to save your skin from your pessimistic, self-destructive  mindset.  Jesus,  do  you  have  a  martyr’s  complex  or something? Jesus, we agree with Peter you don’t have to go to the Cross and die, you are a great teacher and prophet - what’s this nonsense of crucifixion anyway. Live your life! Look at what you can do with God’s power; you have such a great vision for mankind; you are so gifted. What a waste - all that Cross talk; focus on all the wonderful ways in which you can help your fellow man. Be positive! This is a better way to funnel your exceptional talents.
Certainly all good, but in God’s perspective and purpose it was the Cross that  would  best  serve the interests of the Father not the unanimous, humanistic plans of selfish men.
Jesus had already conquered the world. (John 16:33) He was now aware that His death on the Cross awaiting Him was the last enemy that He would need to conquer in this world, to miss this was to miss all of the Father’s will and purpose for Jesus and ultimately for us.  God’s interest and purpose were all that Jesus lived for; he chose not to move off of that narrow path not even for one minute.
We can make no such claim.
The things we need to see and understand will most likely come to us in smaller increments by divine revelation as we realize the many inroads our adversary the devil has paved into the framework of our minds. These well entrenched mindsets automatically kick in without us  even thinking.  They  are deep-seated and ingrained thoughts that embrace and underscore the value we place on things, especially our own lives, our time and our resources.
At some point in our walk with the Lord our protective rationale will be reflected back to us and hopefully we shall perceive whose interest we truly serve. Our various traits of self-interest which turns out to be our front line guardian to self-preservation will be seen for what they are in high definition and under the probing light of Heavens importance.
These dimensions of our thought-life are rooted in the carnal fleshy structure that must be crucified. Otherwise the enemy of our soul will divert our attention and interest away from God’s interest and the Crosses He places before us. Without which our conformity to Christ is impossible and the open doors of communion with the Lord we have yet to experience will never materialize.
What about our testimony before other believers who recognize the narrow restricting path we are called to walk down?
They will be encouraged to know that the Cross we are called to bear is not for loss but for great gain.
But, if on the other hand - in our rejection of the Cross - will we not embolden fellow disciples to cast off restraint and even discard the Cross from the Sacred Hand that offers it to us? Shall we continue to reject the obvious road before us as we protest contrary winds with unceasing complaints and objections calling them unfair or demonic?
Let me ask at this juncture, how do we see trials, adversity, or trouble? Whose interest are we truly seeking? Do we frown on hardship or misfortune as some strange things were happening to us?
Don’t misunderstand me, I am not talking about raising a welcome flag inviting every form of mishap that comes my way so that I may suffer for Jesus - that borders on the insane. What I am talking about are the very issues of life that do visit our personal space and of those we love and care about. Are they accidents, coincidences, flukes, maybe a divine malfunction? No one gets excited and looks forward to the next trial or problem, but we have four choices before us to consider when they do show up:
1)   Blame ourselves for being so stupid and getting  ourselves into another fine mess.
2)   Blame man. His heart is wicked, and from his hands untold suffering and hardship have come upon the human race.
3)   Blame the devil. After all, he is the master mind, the source of all that is evil.
4)   Blame God. He has broad shoulders. He must have known this would happen.
Choice number one: this works for most of us. We do tend to get ourselves into some nasty predicaments and often. So we can beat up on ourselves, if it makes us feel better, at least for a few moments it might. But, deep down we think, couldn’t God have stepped in to prevent our bad choice, the mistake, could He not have warned me somehow, averting all the pain that was to follow - the pain I still carry? Why didn’t God save me from doing something so dumb? Didn’t God do it for so and so?
Choice number two – Man. This is very popular and it is widely accepted in an age of psychology as we shift blame for all our woes on  others,  our  upbringing,  our  environment,  our  family,  the  events surrounding us: they all have hurt us. We are the product of everyone’s lack. Certainly this blame game is a vain attempt to release us from guilt, shame and trauma we experienced but it never really addresses the real fundamental issue of why. Nor does it address the deep seated pain we’ve picked up. Why did this happen to me? Why didn’t God save me from it all? Why was I born in these sets of circumstances, this family, in this environment, this ailment or disease? Why did I have to go through all this pain, look at all the mess…why, why, why?
Choice number three: the devil is by far the most popular among believers. It is easier on our minds than choice 1 and 2. The devil is bad and he does bad things to us - end of story. There doesn’t even have to be a reason; the devil is the garbage disposal of all blame and it is almost therapeutic for Christians not to think through our issues which would in our opinion only cause us more stress and anxiety. Just blame the devil; it’s his fault. It is his nature to steal, kill and destroy. But, we are still left with the uneasy feeling of why at the end of the day; why would God allow the devil to do such horrific things to people uncontested? We are still left with pain and loss, misunderstanding and anger, rejection and rebellion.
Why were we crushed by events that the devil is responsible for and God did not do anything to stop it? Why? Why didn’t God step in to prevent it from happening? Isn’t He loving and caring? What possible purpose can this destruction have in my life? Where is the hedge of protection I read about in Scripture and why didn’t it work for me in this case? How powerful is the devil anyway?
Choice number four is blame God. This choice is popular with unbelievers, atheists and agnostics. It is their argument to prove that God doesn’t exist or if He does He is somehow evil and uncaring. You hear it usually in this context, “if there is a God and He is good how then can He allow this or that to happen?” In other words God cannot exist in a world with so much suffering. If He did and was a good God as so many attest to, He would never allow things like this to happen.
As Christians we are afraid to place the blame at God’s doorstep for all our woes, the pain and the tragedies of life. We just do not want to go there for that violates our well-tailored theology that God is good, the devil is bad. Trials are also bad, thus all this mess came from somewhere else, most likely the devil.
Where we place the blame is important. It will help us to better understand and cope with most of the whys of life, but not all of them! Some answers will have to be submitted at the foot of faith and trust.
 However, where we place the blame and on whom we place the blame will do wonders for the healing of our souls. Certainly not every infirmity, condition or disorder is directly from the hand of God but as we shall hopefully see in the following chapters: Though we are to blame for somethings and men - particularly evil men - have raised the bar when it comes to inflicting pain and suffering on his fellow man and the devil can be blamed for having his hand in a lot of messes as well.
We will never, never find healing, peace, rest and closure from the crushing blows of life in their various forms until we see them all and receive them all as coming through the hands of God.
Absurd! Outrageous! We shall see.
As you read through this next part, keep in mind the story of Joseph in the Old Testament, remember the details and likewise the story of Job and so many more.  Maybe you will begin to see your own life’s trials in a different light.
The  following  verses  were  spoken  by  Jesus  to  His  disciples immediately after He corrected Peter in verse 23. Please take note of the context; it appears that God’s interest and the Crosses He places before us go hand in hand.
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, if anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his Cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Verse 24, 25 NASB)
Jesus went to the Cross by way of the Garden of Gethsemane. He still had to settle some issues as we also will have to do. Obedience, when it requires laying aside our life in some manner is never easy, only necessary. From that place Jesus took hold of the Father’s will in the form of a Cross and carried it to its desired end. He died, rose and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
Jesus overcame not only the world, but sin, death, the grave and now rules in victory.
For every mountain top there is a valley: they are both connected. To be overcomers there must be something to overcome, to vanquish or defeat. Our moments with God on those mountaintops are wonderful but they are not the complete Christian story. More than likely we will need to savor those times for the other days before us, days that will require of us faith and trust. For God in His high calling on believers is going to set us apart to test us beyond our own limited human abilities or capacity to cope, holdout or withstand. It has to be this way; as the Master is so shall the servant be.
“That which thou dost not understand when thou readest, thou shall understand in the day of thy visitation; for many secrets of religion are not perceived till they be felt, and are not felt but in the day of calamity.” (Jeremy Taylor)
“To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.”
“He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.”
“To Him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.”
“He who overcomes, and he who keeps my deeds to the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron…
“He who overcomes, will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.”
“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on Him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God…”
 “He who overcomes , I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” (Revelations Chapter 3)
To the seven churches the resurrected Christ echoes a similar promise. To him who overcomes. Each Church which are seven in total characterize, in essence, all churches and all believers. Each church is addressed on its own and each warning carries with it a different request, a different exhortation and a different correction.
Yet to each is given the same standard to rise to; each one is required to overcome!
All are different; all are unique in their calling; all have been given the necessary grace to fulfill their purpose, each one serving in a different location among different peoples but all are required to overcome the issues before them.
We have been called to overcome, to subdue, to prevail and to seize the victory. But what is it that we are called to overcome?
From Heaven’s point of view the fires and pressures of our lives are God ordained encounters sent to confront us with a designed purpose to unearth and cleanse our human corruptions - our deepest iniquities. In their place God begins to lay and align foundations blocks of faith and trust and upon that foundation continues to build a structure infused with godly character and principles.
Godly material that will withstand the fiery trials designed to burn away all other earthly hay and stubble forming a character that mirrors that of our Lord.
 “Now if any man build on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stone, wood hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.” (1 Cor. 3:12, 13)
Our greatest conquest among many will be to overcome the framework of our minds.
What about doing great exploits in Christ, such as bringing the Gospel to the masses, feeding the poor, laying hands on the sick and many other wonderful things, is that not part of overcoming?
Certainly, but in my estimation they pale in comparison because they only provide for believers a place to function and serve. They also provide a purpose for us to fulfill a deep need and an outlet to express our God given talents and giftings. Yet these can all be performed outside of an intimate relationship with Christ, falling far short from God’s intended and highest calling for His beloved.
Since Jesus has already conquered the Devil, death, Hell and sin there is one thing He has left for us to do. Our prime responsibility is  focused  on  our  thought-life.  As  our  mindsets  fall  in  line  and  are surrendered to the Lordship of Christ, sweeping alterations in every facet of our lives will result. Although, easier said than done!
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect,” (Romans 12:2)
“… and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” (Ephesians 4:23)
When that process begins to happen our whole person will begin to experience an internal transition. Our initial salvation triggered major fundamental changes, toppling and eradicating strongholds, attitudes and points of view that were in opposition to the Kingdom of God. However the process is ongoing and far from complete.
He who began a good work in you shall complete it until the day of Christ Jesus… (Philippians 1:6)
“…even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”(Hebrews 13:20, 21)
Our mental disposition to adversity must consider that God works all things to the good of those that love Him and are called according to His purpose, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight.  We tend to forget the particular negative aspects of our lives ‘before’ we knew Jesus and how those very aspects became the catalyst that brought us to Him.
Sanctification is not some obtuse theological idealism.
Sanctification is the real and at times the harsh ongoing process of change from our earthly self - indulgent preoccupation with ourselves, where our needs and wants are our number one priority to a heavenly perspective that in time places a higher value on the interest of God. No easy task, while living in our flesh and blood bodies.
Our desire to be like God or to serve Him have been repeatedly overruled. So often we are unable or unwilling to do the right thing. In many ways we have been held somewhat captive by internal forces that are bent against essential radical Christ like change.

Our greatest obstacle is not our adversary the devil as many might think, our opponent and antagonist abides much closer to us than that. Our primary ongoing battle till the day we die will be against an ‘internal carnal mindset’ that seeks to place (as Jesus told Peter) OUR interest above God’s.
Actually this kind of thinking is so natural, so rooted, so contained within us that it goes unnoticed till it is laid side by side with God’s interest and illuminated by the Holy Spirit. That’s where we get a good look at ourselves through another set of values, a superior standard - calling us up higher.
We have been called and set apart to become something that we are not presently in faith and character to name only two. In fact we cannot will it or make the necessary changes happen through our determination or by any other means other than by the will, grace and power of God.
Do our thoughts continually mirror the character and nature of Jesus? If not, what needs to be done in this area to bring that about?
In  the  landscape  of  our  minds,  we  will  have  to  overcome  a formidable internal protest that is accustomed to having things its own way.  We  still  have  inner  frontiers  where  self  and  humanistic  creeds have ruled unopposed for years resisting the light and truth of God’s interest. These resident well entrenched beliefs demand our loyalty and obedience even after we have been saved and walked with God for years. Imagine that, wrong attitudes flourishing undetected without our notice or perhaps allowed to remain because: We are still not willing or perhaps unable to confront them.
We cannot return to Egypt! Many begin in good stride only to fall victims to powerful internal and external reasoning that eventually disqualifies them as they return to a life in their view with less conflict, less  demands but in reality less of God and more of self.
One of the most alarming and destructive teachings is the modern out-of-balance prosperity Gospel. For at the very heart of the message its teachers banish and downgrade the Cross and in its place offers its adherents the golden highway of a self-indulgent self-serving Christianity.


“promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.” (2 Peter 2:19, 20)
To understand these two verses you have to look at the whole chapter beginning with verse one. Who is promising them freedom? False prophets and false teachers who are among them! Introducing destructive heresies or better interpreted as teaching unscriptural things inside the Church under the guise of truth.
You  might  say  they  were  smuggling  error  right  alongside  of truth so as to not be detected. Or in King James language – “damnable” deviations,  which  verse  2  teaches  will  bring  swift  destruction  upon themselves and many will follow their pernicious ways, which as a result of this will cause “the way of truth” to be maligned and spoken evil of.
Imagine that, the truth itself labelled as evil!
Now these false teachers who themselves are once again slaves of corruption were overcome by the very things they once knew to be sin and corrupt and are now, again entangled and ensnared. They escaped the defilements of the world initially by the knowledge of Jesus Christ but their present state is worse now than before they first believed.
But how? Why? Verse 3 gives us the motive. It is basically the same  basic  human  motive  we  see  throughout  scripture  and  human history, the inner drive to advance man’s cause but always at the cost of his or her relationship with God.
“And in their greed they will exploit you with false words…”
Yes  greed!  Greed  is  the  unbridled  desire  of  self  for  more  - in its many forms. Greed is the fruit of self-interest and the enemy of contentment!
“Therefore consider the members of your earthly bod y as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire and greed, which amounts to idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5) (My emphasis)
Greed amounts to idolatry. What then is idolatry? Idolatry for the Christian is serving and worshipping anything other than God. In this case ‘greed’ which is the lust and desire for more becomes the god we serve. Greed becomes the alternate route of choice that seeks to serve the interest of the idol of self in contradiction to serving the interest of God and His purposes diverting us away from the Cross.
We may be aghast by the idea that believers may give way to greed but Adam and Eve and so many others in the Bible “reached forth” to take something out of strong desire to advance or enrich  themselves against the command of God. Human nature is quick to grasp what it perceives will be of benefit to itself though often times at someone else’s expense.
Stories of the Klondike gold rush and the enslavement, expulsion and extermination of First Nations people and African slaves in North America provide ample proof of how low human beings can go to improve their lot in this life.
Greed is self-serving not God-serving; thus self stands in opposition against God.
They  themselves  were  overcome  by  that  which  they  were supposed to overcome; they were to vanquish and retain the victory of areas that they had once been enslaved to, but somewhere along the way they lost sight of the real and eternal prize, the goal. The cost of serving God and His interest in their opinion was too high. The return for serving God did not pay the wonderful dividends they had desired, believed or were erroneously taught to expect, so they returned to pursue their former lifestyles or a very compromised spiritual one while still believing to serve and speak for God - a life of double standards. The leaders who taught such error were allowed of God to continue in their deception which was in itself a judgement for their selfish miscalculation steering themselves and others further from the truth.
“for Demas having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.” (2 Timothy 4: 10)
Verse 15 of 2 Peter chapter 2 says “they forsook the right way”. In fact these false teachers and prophets followed the example of Balaam the son of Beor who loved the wages of unrighteousness. If you remember Balaam was offered a large sum of money by a certain King to curse God’s chosen people Israel. He knew God did not want Him to curse Israel, so instead of cursing Israel for that King, he gave the King a plan. Balaam knew this plan would cause God to bring judgement on His people.
Balaam sold out for a sum of money. Greed.
He didn’t really curse them but proposed a sinful plan that would harm God’s people. By Balaam’s greedy self-serving plan the Israelites opened and broke out of their protective hedge and blessing incurring judgement.
Overcoming the contrary self-serving nature of our thought life is the mandate of Heaven for the sons and daughters of light. The moment we leave off from this mandate to embrace the sole pursuit of self-interest and gain, what we once were will again find its way back into our hearts and our latter condition will be worse than our former state. A kind of take up your Cross follow for a while and then throw it down again.
Jesus took up His Cross. Did self-preservation come knocking on Jesus door? You can be sure of it. The Garden of Gethsemane was all about that momentary struggle.
I can imagine all of Hell and its malicious influence calling out to Jesus by way of the crowds saying “Save yourself, live - You are the Son of God, You don’t have to die now; not in this way, not in this place; save yourself and the world with You.”
“Jesus learned obedience through the things that He suffered.” (Heb. 5:8)
It wasn’t about living to a ripe old age, or about getting a large ministry with a large following, it wasn’t about retiring in Europe or amassing great riches. It was about obeying the voice of the Father, taking up the Cross and finishing the work God had called on Him to do. It was about looking into the face of God, beyond the moment, beyond the Cross, the pain, the suffering. There was a joy awaiting Him. Yes, He would sit at the Father’s right hand but in this dark moment there was also an inward joy in doing the will of His Father.
Jesus, having overcome every obstacle had victoriously Crossed the finish line.
I need to interject this fact at this point, because this whole idea of overcoming can be somewhat overwhelming if we see it only as something we need to do in and of ourselves.
At no point in our Christian lives are we left to ourselves to try and accomplish anything spiritual let alone overcoming obstacles that rise up before us as mountains. We simply cannot do anything on our own!
The  stark  reality  of  problems  is  that  they  usually  deflate  us spiritually, especially big problems. The enemy’s strategy at this point is to beat us into the ground where we are no longer willing to rise up. The devil would rather we roll over into a rut of depression and concede this fight to him.
However, the Holy Spirit has been given to us not only to lead and to guide us in all truth but especially in times when we fall into the ditch of despair, confusion, hopelessness, and a whole host of other infirmities which beset us regularly in some manner or other. The Holy Spirit is sent to help us in our weaknesses, our “infirmities” as Romans
8:26 teaches. Which covers the whole gamut of our spiritual, physical, mental or emotional frailties.
We do not know how to pray so the Holy Spirit must come alongside of us to take hold of us and assist us in our endeavours to be triumphant over our own infirmities and to intercede for ourselves and others. To highlight our needs and give us the wisdom to know how to pray according to the will of God as He Himself intercedes for us, within us. This is not only our security but our resource to overcome our mortal frailties and carnal mindsets.
Our constant prayer should be “help me Holy Spirit, I do not know what to pray for…”
“And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weaknesses; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26, 27)
Victory is not about coming back with the heads of our enemies as trophies on poles. True victory in Christ is in the heart of one who continues his or her walk towards God all the while adversity blows in their faces. Triumph is in turning into God in our struggles not necessarily by being delivered from them.
In our ongoing conquest, victory is not in the vanquishing of all our enemies and their devices against us, for there will always be one more battle one more enemy. When Satan’s well- aimed fiery arrows are exploding about our minds inciting fear and panic, laughing and mocking our foolish procession up the mountain of God, it will be in that moment where we will know -- and maybe for the first time the following reality of this scripture;
“because he has love Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My Name, He will call unto
Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. With a long life I will satisfy him, And let him behold My salvation.” (Ps.91:14- 16)


Victory is finding the sanctuary within and turning to Christ when the daily demand of kids, meals and a hundred and one chores and duties are pulling on us and everything within us wants to snap, run out the door leaving the chaos behind in our rear view mirror.
Victory is showing up to work on time, being punctual, victory is turning away from the temptations to post something on Facebook that is derogatory and rings of gossip. Victory is returning good for evil, subduing and vanquishing our impulses to get even with thoughtless insensitive characters who in our opinion deserve to be taken down a notch or two. It is not simply biting our tongues but working within towards being able to truly bless them with a right spirit when everything else within us is screaming for a different nasty alternative.
The trials and adversity we face on a regular basis are not about us having to face the guillotine for our faith in Christ or be torn by wild beast in the Coliseum, our adversity comes in a dozen different ways, unheralded test that perhaps do not rise to the degree of catastrophes or earthquakes but nonetheless are causing the pressure to rise within us triggering a flood of thoughts that if acted upon will bring regret, pangs of guilt and grief but most importantly, we will have missed the Lord.
This is the crossroads where the grace of God awaits us, patiently. While within us there is a storm brewing, do we reach out to take hold of God’s provision? We know it to be the right choice but it just seems so foreign and strange because it goes against everything in our being. Against my way of thinking and doing things.
Will self-preservation and self-interest rule the moment? I sense the pull of God’s Spirit but I don’t want to choose God’s way right now; every faculty of my feelings and emotions have been aroused to join my frame of mind to do what I believe should be done at this moment. In the blink of an eye we choose to cross that threshold to enact our will, follow our inward drive and do it our way!
“Save yourself and live!” shouts our natural reasoning. These were the flaming darts the devil hurled at Jesus through the mouth of the many bystanders gawking and sneering while He hung on the Cross – “save yourself, then we will believe you.”
Save yourself is also our prime motivator in times of testing. Scientist say that it is a built in system of self-preservation. How true. In all honesty what shall we overcome if not the very nature within us that is so unlike that of Jesus Christ? With that victory in hand what shall stand before us?
Certainly there is merit to pushing away the second or third desert or shutting the T.V. off after 5 or 6 hours of questionable content, but these might be small indicators of something larger within.
Do  we  realize  that  strongholds  of  fear,  unbelief,  rejection, accusation, isolation, resentment  or  bitterness to  name  a  few  along with terrible bad attitudes may only be dealt with not under the ideal conditions we would choose but rather in the battlefields of common everyday trials or adversity? Our way of thinking is more clinical, we tend to like the comfortable surroundings of Church or meetings in which to do our spiritual business, but that again is only our preference. Who we are and what we are made of - for better or for worse - is an open book before God. Our desperate pleas to be changed, set free, and made whole are in the process of being addressed in seasons of His choosing, in the settings of His choosing and only to certain depth and degrees that we are able to handle. It will never be a one time “out with the old, in with the new” deal.
Overcoming will not be easy, but it is possible and available.
Many of our issues and inward attitudes are masked and concealed with labels we may have given ourselves to evade detection and possible correction. Labels  such  as  free  thinker,  intellectual,  academic,  liberal minded, contentious, eccentric, individualist or a maverick may reveal more about a person than what the label suggest. These labels go a long way to excuse in some way our behaviour and attitude that may in truth require the touch of God.

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.” (1 John 5:4)
We could rephrase this verse to say: “the means to success in our conquest and subduing of this worldly system and its influence upon us is our faith which is based upon our conviction and reliance on Christ alone, for whatever is conceived of Him will conquer and prevail.”
“Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” (1 John 5:5)
This verse leave no room for doubt in regards to who can overcome this world and all its sway within us. Those who entrust themselves into the care of Jesus the Son of God will triumph over the world and the dominance it has had on our thought life.
Paul put it in another context:
“Everyone who competes in the games exercises self- control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave , so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.” (1 Cor. 9: 25–27)
Peter sought to save Jesus from the Cross; he could not see the benefits of Jesus suffering.
We so often cannot see the benefits of our Crosses - the suffering, the trials, the loss. God what are you doing to me? Look at my life, there are so many things upside down; my kids are off doing their own thing; they don’t seem to care about You; my marriage is far from good - I don’t know what happened; our finances have taken a major hit and I don’t know how we are going to be able to keep making the monthly payments on the car let alone the house! Lord where are You in all of this? We are so stressed out, where do we turn?


This  is  suffering.  These  are  real  trials  that  bring  with  them real heartache, stress, anxiety, worry and pain. We may not be able to attach a particular scripture verse to our form of anguish or grief but it is nonetheless factual and tangible. Our suffering in the faith may not look anything like what Paul went through in the Book of Acts but the circumstances we face and experience as a Christian who has entrusted themselves into the care of Jesus Christ impact us all just as hard.
There may be no giants in the neighborhood where we live with a shield of bronze carrying a spear the size of a weavers beam, but in all actuality other giants of a different name have come to confront us bringing with them, worry, fear, hatred, loneliness and a host without number  carrying  in  their  arsenal  of  weapons  -  implements  that  are designed to harm us.
Yet not one of these intruders have entered our space undetected or unnoticed. Not one has escaped the gaze of our Heavenly Father. For those voices and harmful mindsets who have taken up residence within the framework of our thinking and who live comfortably and undetected in our lives now, will in time fall in defeat as we learn to maintain our diligent push forward through the struggle by the grace of God.
It is the God ordained struggle itself that exposes the true nature of our minds in regards to Christ which in turn provides the light and truth to walk us through into more transformation.
The Father did not spare Jesus as He poured out the cup of tribulation upon Him, releasing the final onslaught of Hell and men to do their worst. Wasn’t the crucifixion enough? Why the betrayal, the denials, the trial by His peers that only compounded the pain with more false accusations and blasphemies? Then came the spitting, the slapping, the punching, the relentless scourging, the nails the lance, the forsaking of a Father: when would it be enough? For us it was already too much from the start, but in the Father’s interest and eternal purpose the cup needed to be taken down to the last drop.
These struggles brought Jesus to Gethsemane, brought Jesus to His knees, brought Jesus to forsake every vestige of His own will in exchange for the higher purpose His Father had ordained.
Where is the Father taking us, do we really know? Do we really have a say in the matter. Is it inconceivable that so many who have died horrendous death for their faith in the past and now in the present day, do so believing that these horrific experiences are indeed all in the Father’s good plan for them? What is the outcome? A better resurrection. (Hebrews 11)
Where was the devil in the beheading of Paul, or the stoning of Stephen? Accidents, flukes, a case where evil prevailed over the Sovereign will of God – never! As believers we understand those events to be true and from God for such saints, but in our hours of darkness and tribulations we seldom see God’s plan or purpose for it.
Our trials seem to be so far removed from any scriptural text. Our ailments or painful family dysfunction and disunity in our view is not from the hand of God; these are our bad choices coming home to roost. Perhaps, and maybe so! But through God’s perspective and eternal interest what has been said and done to us in whatever scenario that plays itself out have not gone unnoticed.
Life has various villains in our view, but like Jesus, we must look beyond the players in the painful scenes of our own crucifixion. If we are going to find the avenue to restoration and healing from the deep seated trauma of life’s sufferings, whether in our moments of self-inflicted pain, or the anguish, the misunderstandings handed to us by others and even events of distress and sorrow where we can only see the devil fingerprints, then and only we will in the final tally have to accept that it was filtered through the hands of God.
To accept it any other way or from any other hand will only leave us bitter; for there is no redeeming factors to be found anywhere than from God.
Please understand this does not remove the responsibility away from the guilty parties.     However accepting it all from the hand of God provides for us an access to a throne of unlimited grace and mercy, a help in time of need, no matter who is to blame!
Was God on vacation or taking a coffee break during our crisis? Was He sleeping or did He just stand by and do nothing? For whatever reason that we may never come to understand on this earth, God in His eternal love and purpose foresaw and oversaw our event and went about to work it all for our good.
To propose otherwise is to suggest that men, fallen men and the malevolent dark forces of Hell have overrun the battle field of our lives; powers have routed God’s purposes for our eternal good or some other authority has deviously usurped the ultimate purpose away from God’s hand for us and left us to perpetual ruin.
No devil or weapon will ever triumph over the Almighty nor usurp His will: it is not Biblical.
We may protest and tell the Lord that this is not how a Christian’s life is supposed to look like. We may have thought that this Christian walk of ours would keep us from the hour of testing but nothing could be further from the truth. In all actuality our trust in God is going to take us into some very interesting places of testing.
What is  the  overcoming Christian life supposed to look like? Maybe that is why we have so much conflict within during our tests; we have not been told the whole truth of God’s interest or of His Kingdom. We have been told only about a care-free faith without a Cross in it; a Christianity meant to satisfy our basic creature comforts only.
Now if I was an enemy of the Christian faith and I wanted to
destroy the faith of believers this would be the strategy I would also use to persuade believers that by living for Christ… your life will be trial free.
To place the blame with men, even evil uncaring men leaves us with resentment, bitterness and anger, because in this picture hurting people hurt us or violate us. We are left with the feeling of vulnerability and insecurity, open with unprotected borders?   Well then, where is my hedge of protection, where is God? You see, we cannot get away from where the ultimate liability and blame should rest. Men may have perpetrated the deeds, but where was God? We will always come to this conclusion.
If this was of the devil, we are left in the same predicament feeling all the same things. Somehow the devil was able to ravage my life or family and I am left picking up the pieces. How powerful is the devil anyway? Where was God, could a good God allow this to happen to us?
Only the last option of blaming God will ever meet the deepest pain we experience in trials and suffering and will also provide us with a resolution. Though we may never understand it down here or get an answer to the many whys, it does not change the fact that nothing comes into the life of a believer by accident or by demonic origin. Only the premeditated will and purpose of God is allowed to open or penetrate the protective hedge that encircles and protects us. Any other weapon that is formed against us cannot and will not be allowed to have effect or prosper. If God is indeed God then all things are under His control and power, or plain and simple - He cannot be God.
“No weapon that is formed against you will prosper;” (Isaiah 54:17)
Consider the above scripture. If no evil weapon against us shall prosper according to God’s Word, then the trials of our life cannot be evil for they are designed to succeed and effect change in developing character and godly attributes.
Consider the verse to mean that though weapons and strategies are launched against us for harm and devastation those ends will not come to fruition or succeed. They may have been spawned in the devil’s heart for our harm, yet instead of destruction the force behind each blow against us will only serve to chisel away a more definite resemblance to Christ - all meant for good.
Yes we open doors to dumb stuff and others take advantage of us, but there can never be any surprises that catch God off guard. He is prepared to deal with the aftermath of each event since He knew it long before it happened. If our calling is from the foundations of the earth, God has also considered what fiery trials would best work in my life not for my demise and failure but only to prosper and overcome.
In the Garden of Gethsemane there was a wrestling going on as Jesus was coming to terms with the full weight of what lay before Him. Can we expect any different as we grapple with situations out of our control, out of this world? Yes, we will wrestle with a will and a purpose far above our own.
Heaven’s interest awaits our surrender.
The trials are here, the adverse winds are blowing and there sleeping in the hold of our ship is Jesus, at rest. None of this makes sense, why me, why these storms, why now? There is so much more for me to do to serve God… as our natural reasoning goes.
How we need to descend into the hold of the ship, to get our eyes off of the wind and the waves. Jesus, Jesus what shall I do, I am sinking, everything is out of control!
On the contrary, (will be His reply), it is all in my control, the wind and the waves, the trials and every other calamity all serve Me and My interest, all serve Me for the purpose of conforming you into My image and likeness. Nothing by any means shall destroy you, for I have designed them for your good.
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you. For I am the Lord Your God, The Holy One of Israel, Your Savior; (Isaiah 43:1b –3a)
Understandably when things begin to shake we naturally fear, we start to place blame; we accuse; we do a lot of things. In the process of melting down and blowing fuses, God is not expecting a superman within us to rise up and save the day. What He expects of us in that hour in order to conquer in the day of battle and testing is to turn to Him, to call upon Him, to acknowledge our great need for His strength, wisdom or deliverance and then hang on to Him no matter how rough it gets.
There is no guarantee that our prayers will move God’s hands in a way that will save us from trials; this again is our self-preservation kicking in. The guarantee we do have is found in multiple places in scripture that assures us that He will be with us in the very hours and seasons of darkness and when we need Him most He will save us - not from the storms but He will keep us while in them.
“For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. (2 Corinthians 1:5)
“For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life;” (1 Corinthians 1:8)
Paul did not see the trials and adversity in his life as evil or as demonic assaults, though the devil himself may have been the messenger or instrument. We would certainly list Paul’s many trials nothing short of evil or demonic. Paul knew that the Lord would deliver him from calamity and adversity. He was secure in the fact that God was his shield and bulwark in every tumultuous situation he found himself in and there were many.
Paul recognized, come what may, that he was in the hand of God and thankfully so are we!
“…indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.” (1 Corinthians 1:9)
“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to His purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity. (2 Timothy 1:8)




Chapter 2
It’s Time To Get Real
“The servant of Christ must never be surprised if he has to drink of the same cup with His Lord.” (JC Ryle)
No matter where you turn nowadays there seems to be this all- out effort to put forward a narrative that the Christian faith by and large should read like an account out of the Book of Acts. A story line that highlights the grand adventures and exploits of the mighty apostles while intentionally overlooking the more day to day realisms that believers face in the factual world of our Christian experience.
Every story has its heroes which make the story so memorable. Those crowning moments of Joshua’s victory in battle, Jesus walking on the water or calming the seas. How about turning water into wine; or where the very shadows of certain disciples just walking by healed the sick? Then there is Stephen being translated from one place to the other in a flash of time, all thrilling, stirring and fantastic.
For  conspicuous  reason  there  are  the  less  mentioned,  less desirable aspects of not only the early believer’s lives but ours as well that attract little attention or notice from the pulpit, and Christian media but that are nonetheless real and factual. These rarely mentioned God breathed details, along with the other recorded and memorable exploits are in and of themselves inspired data the Holy Spirit etched into the Bible text to tie the comprehensive account together.
To  overlook  or  disregard  these  vital  facts  in  scripture  is  no different than neglecting and discounting important particulars in any document or letter which results in our misunderstanding, confusion or misinterpretation of the document, to perhaps more dire consequences leading to error, personal cost or even injury.
All Biblical text has meaning and importance as Paul instructs us:
“All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16,17)
A  second  look  at  that  verse might  bring  home  the  message that all scripture, not just specially selected verses, are inspired by God and are profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and for training in righteousness. As mentioned earlier to only look at the attractive details in a document that appeal to us would be to invite misunderstanding and perhaps great harm. The question begs asking: then why are we so prone to isolate certain passages of God’s Word deeming them more important and relevant while ignoring the whole counsel of the Bible?
What we have come to embrace particularly here in the West is a certain stream of belief branching off of the main river of truth. As in all streams, the farther up you navigate them the shallower and narrower they become. I believe there is a spiritual parallel here in this example. Every time we take a tributary off of the main focus and flow of God’s word, we run a high risk of bottoming out on the rocks.
Specific themes taken too far become narrow and restrictive with little or no depth to them. Our pursuit of God cannot be at the expense of pitting one biblical truth against the whole volume of God’s Word.
There seems to be this prevailing contemporary mindset that in order to be an overcoming Christian we must be free from all manner of sickness, trials or tribulations. We must actually be free from just about anything and everything negative that doesn’t charm us.
We have created a novel doctrine of divine healing to name one of many for the believer which has been floated up this tributary of ex – streamism (pardon the pun) promising one and all immediate miraculous results if one has enough faith. We might describe this persuasion as a faith bubble that encapsulates these believers in some kind of protective cocoon from any negative or adverse condition.
Let me ask you where is this taught in the Bible? Where does that leave believers who become sick in respect to their faith?
In the last book we looked at the winding stream of this ideology and found its source to actually originate from demonic sources from the teachings of Napoleon Hill among others passed down and repeated till they were accepted as holy writ.
Why is the Word of God, standing on its own authority and merit no longer enough to teach and guide us along our life’s journey?
Why must we turn to teaching whose origin is suspect and does not  take in the whole counsel of God’s word? Teaching that merely highlights unique passages that appear at a glance to bolster and fortify a belief system which although for the moment may appeal to many yet stands in direct contradiction to thousands of years of sound Christian Biblical teaching and doctrine?
There are no exclusive or elite classes of believers nor is there any selected or private categories of instruction, interpretation or schooling for the select few.
Yes there are areas in Christianity where the doctrines and beliefs of  one  denominations  in  fact  contradict  the  Christian  denomination across the street. Thank God for diversity. We have not arrived; we know in part and we see and understand in part. The perfect has not yet come - the partial still remains.


“For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.” (1Corinthians 13:12)
Let us not major in the minor things of God. There is always more to learn. Let us remember; the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.
We may all be standing in different places of God’s vineyard, with  different backgrounds  and  perspectives, yet  I  believe  our  most fundamental  desire  which  should  precede  all  others  is  our  personal pursuit of God birthed out of love and gratitude and enabled by His wonderful grace. Otherwise it is just another religion, nothing more - a legalistic duty with no life or joy and the only thing to be gained is a form of religious pride.
I believe that this aspect of the Cross, namely sanctification, is of paramount importance that we understand it. For without it we will continue to be confused and conflicted with trials, testings and suffering in our lives - seeing them only as unmerited attacks from the devil or punishments from God.
We all agree that Jesus died on the Cross to save us from sin and its effect. We have been forgiven and washed by the precious blood of Jesus and brought into the family of God as sons and daughters of God - fellow heirs with Jesus Christ. We look back to the Cross and claim its many benefits and rightly so.
Yet we fail to realize, for whatever reason, that the sanctifying, purifying work of the Cross is an ongoing work, though initiated at Calvary, which continues to call followers to a deeper walk. This ongoing work is a transforming work. We have not left the Cross behind on Golgotha, rather we shall be faced with its daily reality in our personal lives. Many Gardens of Gethsemane will find us on our knees wrestling with God at holy altars where our lives are again and again handed over to Christ in renewed consecration. The Father is the One who awaits us there as we are brought to the end of our rope and the expiration of our internal resources. This is the whole counsel of the Gospel taught in the Bible.
Only in the solitude of this place shall we be able to truly see the condition within us, exposing to our disgust at times the darkness of our inner souls and like Peter, deny Christ to save his own skin. We will assuredly, if not already, be brought into circumstances where our lives will be deemed indispensable in our view, perhaps even denying the claim and entitlement that Jesus rightfully has over us disregarding the fact that Jesus gave His life for us. Or we may protest like the early disciples that, come what may, we will never deny You Jesus! Revealing our own feeble inner confidence and desire to stand for Christ in the hour of hour testing.
“Few believers are born with tenacity and determination. The flesh doesn’t want to endure anything, pray about anything, do one extra thing, or deal with something that is difficult. The flesh must be subjected to a higher will, conquered and then used for God’s purposes.” (Rick Renner; Living in the Battle Zone; p 136)
This hallowed place is not for condemnation or guilt, but for healing. To carry more of Christ within we shall have to give Him more of us; For His beauty we shall exchange the ashes of our self-serving lives; The oil of His joy for the mourning, grief, sorrow and fracture, sin has left us with; The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness and oppression.
Here are a couple more scripture verses that reveal Paul’s desire to instruct believers in the whole counsel of God’s Word.
“How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,and teaching you publicly and from house to house.” (Acts 20:20)
“For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.”(Acts20:27)
Since we are not an exclusive class of believers standing apart from the myriads of past saints, we will not be exempt from the realities of this world only because we wish to believe it to be so. We may pride ourselves into thinking that we have come of age and have far exceeded the understanding of former generations of believers in areas of faith or authority but this is simply falling into the very trap of pride. This is one of many deceptions the devil would use to ensnare us and eventually lead us further up that narrow stream till we are beached on the rocks, bottomed out and shipwrecked! (Remember, the Gnostic sects of the early Church; there are always those who claim to have superior knowledge and insight into spiritual matters that do not line up with scripture)
Jesus our Lord and the many saints whose scriptural writings we revere and esteem, teach us in no uncertain terms that we shall all face uncertain times where we will be confronted with trials, mishaps, hardships and sufferings.
Is this book about exalting suffering?
By no means! This book is meant to help us see that since we live on this planet we shall all suffer and experience hardship with no exemptions, no special elite classes, and no believers have been given an exclusion pass!
This is why the Bible has so much for us on the subject of suffering. It does not teach that we can bypass it because we have memorized certain scripture verses or that we can somehow come to an exclusive place of faith where we can believe and cancel all the negative features of this world away from our lives.
Consider the following verses:
“And not only this, but we also exalt in our tribulations, knowing that our tribulations brings about perseverance; and perseverance proven character; and proven character, hope…” (Romans 5:3,4)
“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light afflictions is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.”(2 Corinthians 4:16, 17)

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” (James1:2,3)
“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those that love Him.” (James1:12)
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Peter 1: 6, 7)
This book is about highlighting the purpose and will of God in the very trials we all experience. Whether we want to accept that they originate from man, the devil or God or even our own doing it does not negate the fact that God will not only use our trials and adversity for His will and purpose but also has deemed that they should all, yes all, work for us, in us for our good.
Should we expect God to remove or deliver us from suffering or calamity in response to our prayers or are we just supposed to grin and bear it all?
Prayer is our communication with our good Heavenly Father; it has no inherent power within it to make God do anything He is not already inclined to do for us. Since God is good, then by that very fact we can rest in the will and purpose of that good God to provide for us in every season of life we may experience. Whether He chooses to deliver us from certain adverse circumstances in response to our prayers will, in the end, be His choice alone. This is where true faith comes to rest in the arms of a good Shepherd. In prayer our eyes turn to Him for answers and off of our own understanding.


We must allow our narrow understanding and inclinations that we may have placed on God to be stretched. In His eternal and sovereign will, He charts our courses and leads us at times into and through whatever troubled waters or valleys of His choice, not ours or the devils.
I realize many people are troubled with the idea that God has a direct connection with our trials and testing. Christians prefer the passive God scenario. A passive God - a God who can only allow as He stands by and watches but never gets involved and has no say in the matter. Or, even worse, by some strange agreement with the devil never interjects Himself in the process of our adversity.
This is unscriptural, it may support our skewed theology but it does not reflect the truth.
If the Good Shepherd leads me and guides me, does He not know where He is going? Is He a God who can only help us pick up the pieces in the aftermath of our trials, but stands idly by unable to prevent any calamity from coming our way?
Without fail, He has provided and will continue to make available His rod and staff for our comfort. (Psalm 23:4)
Undoubtedly, we will be alarmed and fearful at times, being human we cannot always appreciate the larger picture while we are still being tossed about in some storm, and yes, even after it subsides.
Is there some kind of “rule of thumb”, some yardstick, some measuring device we can apply in trying to consistently determine what in fact is behind or responsible for our storm tossed seas?
Let us ask the million dollar question multitudes of believers have asked from the dawn of time.
“If the Lord is with us why has all this happened to us?


This takes us to the story of Gideon in the book of Judges. (Judges 6:13-16) Gideon at this point is hiding in a large wine press beating out grain to keep it from being taken by the Midianites who have taken charge of Israel’s lands. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appears and exclaims:
“The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.”
Then Gideon responds perhaps somewhat sarcastically: “O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”
In retrospect, we understand that God was always with them; He never abandoned Israel though Gideon and, most likely, the whole nation believed it to be otherwise based on their circumstances. Circumstances are never to be used as a measuring device to determine whether or not God is with us.
Let  us  settle it  now,  God  will  never leave us  of  forsake  us. (Hebrews 13:5)
God was judging Israel which seemed to be the theme in the Book of Judges. In verses 8-10, we read that God sent a prophet to lay out their dilemma in plain and understandable terms leaving no doubt as to why this was all happening to them.
Gideon’s  questions are overlooked by the angel who says to him simply: “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?”
If the Lord is with us then why have all these trials come our way? Where are the miracles we have heard about, the great wonders and signs that will deliver believers from their bonds, our oppressors, from our infirmities? And like Gideon there is no reply from the angelic messenger; we are simply given an instruction or a word for the moment, that’s it!


However that one word or instruction is exactly what God deems necessary for us at the moment.
“The Lord is with you valiant warrior.”
This was not the case at the exact moment the angel spoke it to Gideon. Certainly the Lord was with him but the other half of this word was still in the process of being formed in Gideon. A valiant warrior he would become only because of the present occupation of Israel by Midian. This undesirable infringement into their lives by an enemy they detested would be the vehicle by which God would take an insignificant young man and many like him and transform them into a company of valiant warriors.
How many stories in the Bible can we turn to, to discover this same truth?  This same rule of thumb applies in every case. It is not a matter of why? That answer may never come to us; it is a matter of who!
Who  in  fact  rules  and  reigns  over  my  life?  This  is  the  only detail and answer that will change our whole attitude and perspective on adversity and keep us at peace in the midst of our darkest nights.
It will never be a question of why.
Why will not hold me in the dark night of trial. But who I have believed shall. Why may gratify my curiosity for the moment but Who will calm my heart and satisfy the confusion and doubt racing in my soul.
There may be contributing factors that complicate the picture like sin, but whose? Mine, other men, the devil or the world at large? The waters do get muddy in our trials shielding God’s true purpose, but this one thing we all need to remember;
The Lord is with you O valiant warrior, I have called you to this place to overcome!
Is this a punishment God for something I did, or we did? The questions and doubts will never stop coming at us: the devil will make sure of that. As long as that door is open our adversary the devil will provide more than enough condemning arguments to beat us down making even the best of prosecuting attorneys wane in comparison. The continuous refrain of what if will only wear us out, until we place our complete confidence in Christ and trust Him in the present darkness and confusion of our circumstances as our Lord and Savior and there rest, secure in His arms.
“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” (Ps. 103:10)
God delivered Israel by the hand of Gideon; how it was done was in and of itself a great miracle. God chose the time, the instrument and the means by which that instrument would execute God’s delivering power thus overthrowing their enemies. BUT, it was not until God had allowed the occupation of their land by an adversary which in turn triggered a work in the heart of the nation which only then produced the repentance and humility God desired, turning the nation back to Him.
Yes we do need to be reassured many times that God is over all the circumstances of our lives, especially when things around us start to spiral out of our control.
Below are a few more verses that further disclose the will and heart of God for us. Scriptures that provide reassurance and comfort, words that provide more details to the description of God’s abounding love and mercy towards us.
These verses do not contradict the earlier verses rather they form the comprehensive will and purpose of God for all believers. They paint the overall portrait of God’s good character as well as provide us with the details of His will. If we chose to focus on one part of the canvas we shall miss the larger panoramic view that He is overall.
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” (Rom. 8:28)


“Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.” (James 1:17)NASB
“Who satisfies your years with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.” (Ps.103:5) NASB
“…that not one thing has failed of all the things which the Lord your God hath spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing has failed thereof.” (Joshua 23:14) KJ
“And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.” (Deut. 28:2)NASB
“… how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him.” (Mathew7:11)NASB
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. (Eph.1:3) NASB
As believers we need to be at least somewhat convinced that God has redeeming value in suffering. Our theology may have to be stretched somewhat, for if Scripture has the final say in the matter our attitude about God’s dominion will have to be adjusted.
“His ways are far above our own ways as the Heavens are above the earth.” (Isaiah 55:9)
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, in the book of Exodus is the last example I will use to help clarify that God’s ways, purposes and the means are off of the charts of our human reasoning and sense of fairness. Thankfully, they are all documented for us in scripture for us to learn.
“For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” (Romans 9:17; Exodus 9:16) NASB
This Pharaoh came to power at this specific time before the great deliverance of Israel from Egypt. As you read through the Old Testament and the account in Romans you get the feeling that ‘what choice did Pharaoh have anyway? It sounds like he was some pre-programmed robot following an internal software program that he could not depart from?
God in His sovereign power could certainly program a human being in such a way as to eliminate their ability to make their own choices and there lose all autonomy which is a gift from the Creator.
“The thing molded will not say to the molder, ‘why did you make me like this,’ Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use?” (Romans 9:20-21)
God can do anything He wants to do, when and how He wants to do it - end of story. However, I do not believe God violates our ability to choose even though that right to choose may send someone to Hell if they so desire to reject God out rightly.
Consider  the  idea  that  God  used  a  vessel  that  He  knew beforehand would choose to disobey Him; a vessel that could choose freely, independently based on the circumstances that we all must work through to make our choices; a person that God did not so much pre- program but a person whom God knew would react a certain way based on the circumstances and choices placed before him.
Pharaoh was this vessel.
It also states in Exodus that God hardened his heart after each miracle so that Pharaoh would continue to be obstinate, resist the will of God and thus incur on himself another judgement which again would harden his heart to repeat the same process until God’s full judgement had been appeased and His purposes accomplished.


God knew what the King of Egypt would do when faced with letting his workforce go free. With every miraculous wonder God ratcheted up the pressure on Pharaoh and Pharaoh, as a free moral agent, could have chosen to soften his heart, seek forgiveness, relinquish control and just plain surrender. Every astounding sign was in itself a decree to Pharaoh to let go and with every decree he said no!
Pharaoh had most likely come to view himself, as everyone else in Egypt did, as a god. With that kind of grandiose delusion it is no wonder that when someone came demanding, not asking, “let my people go”, he was not inclined to knuckle under without a fight. Thus the power struggle began.
No we are not robots in that we cannot choose for ourselves. We can say yes to God and embrace His sovereign will or we can chose to harden our heart and decide to resist the light and wisdom put before us.
Pharaoh had a free will, yet he used it to defy the command of God and suffered for it, all of which God knew beforehand. Most likely we have all said no to God over some smaller appeal to serve His purpose or obey His will. Sometimes when God adds a little heat under our seat or when we feel Him tugging at our hearts in a loving entreaty, we forsake our hard and rigid demeanor to again turn back to Him, ready to continue the journey or follow the instructions.
“Vessels of wrath” is the term used in verse 22; Pharaoh was not a micro-chipped humanoid. God carefully picked this King of Egypt because God knew that this Pharaoh would react in a certain and distinct way refusing to obey, unwilling to bend and thus open the door for another wave of God’s supreme rule to bear down on Egypt. Could Pharaoh have chosen differently? Yes, but God knew beforehand that he would not, thus making Pharaoh God’s prime candidate for this moment in Egypt’s history as well as Israel’s.
Again shall we find fault with God? Is He unjust?


Why didn’t God choose a more pliable King, a leader who would see the merit and truth of God’s claim to His people and relinquish ownership over them? He could have put a wimpy Pharaoh in power but He did not.
Now what does Pharaoh and Egypt have to do with suffering, trials and adversity for the righteous of God in today’s world?
The paramount lesson from all of this is that God is sovereign!
God’s  purpose,  will  and  His  ability  to  be  absolute  and  self- governing  crosses  the  boundaries  of  our  own  concepts  of  right  and wrong, human perceptions and sensibilities of evil and good and notions of what constitutes fair or unfair.
Does God allow sickness to afflict the righteous? Is adversity, disease and infirmity all from the hand of the devil or the result of sin?
If the devil is the instrument of disease and sin is one of many entry points then who directs the instrument, whose hand guides the implement? The tool? Who gives the final O.K. to allow the devil to afflict the righteous as in the case of Job, Joseph, David, Pharaoh and Egypt?
Who then is the Master Potter? Who in the end will be that particular piece of clay God reserves for such occasions?
Was  Pharaoh  an  instrument  of  God’s  choice  to  serve  God’s predetermined  and  sovereign  will  to  exact  judgement  on  Egypt? Destroying cattle, livestock, crops, rivers, fish and yes Egypt’s first born and then finally the army in the sea. Or did the devil devise this grand plan to free Israel from bondage?
Were the first born of Egypt any less human or valuable in God’s eyes as the first born of the Israelites?
However, in the administration of God’s purpose, which defies our logic most times, God allowed a destroying angel to smite the first born children of Egypt and God also drowned Egypt’s finest army, while liberating another nation - the nation of His choosing.
Was the destroying angel acting on its own or was it sent from God? Was not this instrument used by the very hand of God implicating God as the destroyer of Egypt, or in the very least an accomplice? The final verdict must be: God’s will and purpose was brought to pass.
We would then ask why in Heaven’s name would God allow sickness or disease or in fact anything detrimental to harm us?
For the very reason that God‘s purposes are higher than our own, and again our rule of thumb cannot begin to calculate God’s ways in evaluating what we determine to be harmful or negative elements or what means will God employ that will constitute our eternal good.
God rules from an eternal perspective and we see things only in the telescope of the moment. You can be assured that God has redeeming value for even the darkest moments of our lives! If we are men and women of great faith, then where is God in our moments of great trial? Has God departed - leaving us to fend on our own in our dark nights of the soul?
You see we have laid down a yardstick to measure out what we feel constitutes the limits of God’s testing and trials and then rationalize that anything beyond those limits fall into the domain of the devil. They appear to us as strategies and devices of evil and darkness, but again this is our finite methods to analyze the fathomless depth and breadth of the Creator of the Universe. Our feeble methods cannot begin to gauge God’s infinite wisdom or begin to comprehend the wonders of His ways.
Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. (Job 42:3)
Is the devil a freelance Prince of Darkness autonomous and free to just pour out his wrath on the blood-washed saints of God? Is that even possible unless God removes our hedge of protection?


“Behold, I Myself have created the smith who blows the fire of coals And brings out a weapon for its work; And I have created the destroyer to ruin.” (Isaiah 54:16)
Perhaps in our opinion people outside the Kingdom of God are open season to calamity like human targets that are attacked and harassed by demons without accountability - getting their just do of sowing and reaping. Where does that leave the blood-washed saint of God?
God has a vast arsenal of weapons and a limitless store house of tools at His disposal. Demons, disease, infirmity are all part of what God may choose to employ to further fashion His choice vessels not for destructions but for great gain. Maybe we shudder at such a suggestion, thinking that God would never use such methods to instruct His children in this new covenant relationship we have with Him.
With our yardstick in hand we measure suffering with terminology like, tragic, unmerited, unjust, premature, undeserved, harsh judgements or the devouring attacks of the devil.
To us it appears all dark, depressing- hopeless! Yet, as only God can do, in the process of His grace and in the course of time the darkness of our night begins to lift, the fog diminishes - we begin to realize in part anyway, how God had orchestrated even our darkest hour for our eternal good. This is not to imply that there is never heartache, human cost, sacrifice or pain, however you can be reassured that God has taken every factor into consideration. For our heavenly High Priest has great compassion and is touched by our infirmity. (Hebrews 4:15; 5:2)
If our highest priority in the Kingdom of God is to be comfortable, worry free, praying for the next creature comfort to come in, sooner or later if we have not been disappointed already we shall be. God has a whole lot more for us than the temporal benefits of the here and now. This is not to minimize God’s wonderful blessings. This is to point out that the blessings of God go hand and hand with seasons of hardship that come our way, they are fingers on the same hand.


These undesirable, negative visitations we have long viewed as demonic and detrimental may one day be embraced for what they truly are, heaven sent instruments and mechanisms. All designed by God to take us beyond the temporal gratification and canopy of comfort and blessing.
Dear Saints, we are being detoured into the direction of God’s highest calling - into the inner chambers of the Most High. Misfortune picks no favorites; this is not a roll of the dice theology we have come to believe in. The road littered with hurdles and adversity comes yoked together with the burden bearer Himself walking next to us -- for His name sake, no accident, and no coincidence.
“who  are  protected  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  for a  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time.  In  this you   greatly   rejoice,   even   though   now   for   a   little   while, if   necessary   you   have   been   distressed   by   various   trials so that the proof of your faith being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1Peter 1:5,-7) NASB
It would appear that trials and suffering strips away the many distractions and diversions that tend to pull us in so many directions occupying to a large extent our entire focus competing against what is of eternal worth.
This  is  not  about  classifying  our  personal  losses  as  God’s punishment, the retribution for letting people or things distract or divert us thus opening the door for another round of misfortune to teach us a lesson. This type of thinking tends to be prevalent in people, myself included while we are passing through difficult times trying to figure out what we did wrong to deserve this.


This is not about what we deserve, this is about what we are destined for. By the grace of God only, shall we be able to see the valleys of our lives in the same light as Heaven and the saints of another era.
“Suffering is part of the divine idea.” (Henry Ward Beecher) “Many men owe the grandeur of their lives to their tremendous difficulties” (Charles Spurgeon)
“To endure the Cross is not tragedy; it is the suffering which is the fruit of an exclusive allegiance to Jesus Christ.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
“The greatest good suffering can do for me is to increase my capacity for God.” (Joni Erickson Tada)
“All the world is full of suffering. It is also full of overcoming.” (Helen Keller)
Trials sharpen our gaze into eternal things.
“For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. You brought us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins. You made men ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water, Yet You brought us into a place of abundance…” (Ps.66: 10 – 12)
Adversity awakens us from our long self-absorbed naps to catch a snapshot of what is truly important. The Crosses and afflictions we are called to bear and endure are not accidents! Each trial comes with a built in lesson for the discerning heart to apprehend. Certainly we have all discarded enough of those priceless lessons by our pain, woundedness or downright bad attitudes.
Our theology must in time expand to embrace a God who in His sovereign will and purpose will incorporate any and all measures even negative means in our view to take us beyond the boundaries and ideologies  of  present  day  Christian teaching  and  culture.  These  new Christian cultures and philosophies do not reflect the comprehensive Biblical view; they erroneously espouse doctrines of self- preservation and well-being that so often cloud our ability to see divine purpose in our suffering.
“Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourself with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin…” (1 Peter4:1)
Contemporary Christian theology must also come to terms with its out of balance faith message that has tried to build a wall around a faithful elite class who have been taught to employ this brand of hyper faith to ward off or relegate all suffering in finite and predictable  terms, as consignments of evil or attacks from the devil.
This new ‘believism’ claims that all of Heavens rewards are based on their personal caliber of faith - a type of merit system if you will. This is not a faith that rests on grace alone, this is nothing more than a metaphysical belief system: a mind over matter positive mental attitude so dominant here in the West. This brand of belief credits and praises the devoted follower/believer anytime something good comes their way as if it was out of their own goodness, faith or power to secure it.
This is a misplaced, distorted faith. It has drawn all the lines in the sand as to what is of the devil and what is of God and how their faith will determine every outcome.
Please understand, men and women of God cannot displace real life tangible mountains unless God has purpose for it. We will not walk on the water unless God has great purpose for it; there is no room for building up our spiritual egos. We cannot rebuke or believe away an infirmity if God has purpose for it in the life of a believer whether we consider it to be of the devil or not. Neither can we lay claim to immediate answers from any Biblical promise because we simply will it so.
Great power is tempered with enfeebled flesh and undergirded with an all sufficient grace.
We will all have to come to terms and do business with scripture verses such as these:
“ the steps of a man are established by the Lord”. (Ps. 37:23) “Establish my footsteps in Your word, And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me.” (Ps.119:133)
“He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.” (Ps.121:3)
“I know, O Lord that a man’s way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.” (Jeremiah 10:23)
If our footsteps are established by the Lord, what can possibly come my way without His careful attention and purpose?
Will  God  turn  away  from  His  purpose  because  we  quote  a scripture or two in order to preserve what God may be trying to alter or remove within us?
Certainly  there  are  places  where  the  devil  has  made  deep inroads into our minds in the past and present because of our sin and disobedience yielding some bitter fruit to this day. In the transformation of our minds we will in time mitigate the ramifications of our own wrong or disobedient choices.
What we will not be able to control and manipulate will be all the other God ordained difficulties of life that will impact us head on. Our one preparation for all things outside our reach and influence should be “The Shelter of the Most High” and nothing less. (Ps.91)
The present contemporary Christian narrative places us in the seat of power. This is error. We are and can only be what God has destined us to be according to the grace and faith given us by God.
“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace towards me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I but the grace of God with me.” (1 Cor. 15:10) NASB
“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ…” (Eph. 3:8) NASB
“for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13)
Paul was told that his Christian experience would be one of great suffering to show forth the glory of God right from the start of his Christian life. Did Paul determine where He was going to go and what he would do? The very miracles that Paul did were done in obedience to God and not from any faith he had residing in himself. Paul could not even rid himself of his own infirmity; Paul appealed to God three times, but to no avail.
Paul understood the purpose for the infirmity placed upon him. He describes it as a messenger from Satan to keep Paul from exalting himself because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations given him by God. (2 Cor. 12:7-10)
Now if the devil was the author of all of this, wouldn’t he want Paul to exalt himself which would, at some point, cause Paul to stumble and fall into the sin of pride and thus destroy himself? And when Paul appealed to God to remove the infirmity (thorn) Paul was told no. The infirmity was here to stay, but God’s grace would be sufficient for Paul to carry on the work and ministry God had purposed for him.
The infirmity was God sent and hand delivered to Paul by Satan to keep Paul from the destruction of pride and to learn that there was nothing in himself to boast about. The valuable lesson here was not only for the great apostle Paul alone, but for us. Why would Paul appeal to God and not turn his attention to his enemy if the source was in fact from the enemy?
Christianity was devised in the unsearchable heart of God. We may understand things only in part, but when we come face to face with God we shall fully understand all things. (1Cor. 13)
Our  infirmities,  our  momentary  light  afflictions have  greater purpose then we can distinguish while in our bodies or in the midst of trials.
God is indeed a very weak God if He is unable to keep us from or deliver us from every form of affliction if Satan is indeed in control of that department. If our faith is the key to healing and health then again the Christian Church is indeed very weak in Christ and very strong in itself if it cannot heal the multitudes of godly believers from their infirmities!
Since the Bible teaches that God is the same yesterday, today and forever, we are the ones who might have to realign our theology from its humanistic influences or good intentions to one that is more scripturally sound.
This is not about our limited understanding of salvation or just getting saved into the Kingdom of God. What Jesus spoke to the rich young ruler might serve as our own spiritual target to aim for; an objective depicting uninhibited love and desire to follow Christ.
Sell it all! All that you own. The blessings, the keeping of laws and commands, your sense of righteousness, lay it all aside and abandon yourself to the fact that if you follow me you will have true riches. You shall find Me as you seek Me with all your heart. But don’t forget that if you choose Me, you must then count the cost. You must then deny self, forfeit your right to choose for yourself, there will be loss, pain, suffering, isolation, sickness and infirmity. You will have to pick up the Crosses I give you to carry. For as the Master you also will share in the fellowship of My sufferings, you will learn Me and not simply my acts. (Ps.103:7)
The complete Christian testimony does not stop at greatly blessed or highly favored. Nor is it complete when we are used of God to minister to hurting, broken people as the high calling to aim for.
Our intent shall be realigned, our focus sharpened and the cry of our hearts cleansed until it can echo what Paul professed in part:
“…I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord for whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ…” (Philippians 3:8-10)
This is not some flippant, off the cuff statement Paul makes here; this is the condensed declaration of his life and ministry. After decades of trials and suffering the prize was, in Paul’s evaluation, still worth pressing ahead for. All earthly gains were viewed as losses left behind as dung: for the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord.
We may never be called upon to sacrifice everything in a literal sense. Yet, the facts remain, in homes, families, neighbors or friends in  our  churches  or  schools,  individual  people,  families  and  yes  even communities; the daily realities of this world continue to press upon us.
The repeated headlines of school shootings – both shocking and senseless; frequent earthquakes, tornadoes ripping through towns and neighborhoods tearing homes and lives apart forever; tsunami’s bringing with them devastation beyond our abilities to even cope.
•     Earthquake and tsunami, Indonesia Indian Ocean, December 26, 2004; 225,000 dead.


•     Earthquake  and  tsunami  hit  Japan  near  Sendai,  2011; estimated 19,000 people dead and missing.


•     Earthquake, Kobi Japan, 2005; killing 6500 people.
•     The five largest hurricanes in the United States in the last one hundred years have caused the death of over 18,000 people.
Who is able to measure the overall displacement of people in the aftermath of these tragedies or the property damage and personal losses?
And what shall we say of the many wars raging around the globe? It is beyond us.
•     The Mexican drug wars; 150,000 estimated cumulative lives lost.
•      The Syrian civil war; 260,000 estimated dead.
•      The Iraqi insurgency; 28,000 fatalities and growing.
These are but three minor wars that pale in comparison to the Second World War that claimed the lives of an estimated 60 to 85 million.
The Mongol conquest in the Twelfth century that snuffed out the lives of another 40 to 70 million and the wars are beyond number and so is the death toll.
We have no answers, it all seems out of control, senseless. We see only in part and understand in part. We are not the sacrificial Lamb of God sent to suffer for the sins of this world. Why should we have to suffer?
Maybe we can thank God that we have not been called upon to live within the parameters and time frames of a Nazi occupied and war torn country such as Poland or Holland in the Second World War. We could be living in Syria today facing death for being a Christian as radical Muslim terrorists seem to have filled the political vacuum as the formidable power in that country.


God will decide for us the course He has set, not Mother Nature, Global Warming or any deranged dictator. Fair or unfair, in our opinion, will not change the situation or provide the bargaining chips to alter what God ordains for us. He is either all-sufficient, all-good, all-knowing, all- powerful and all-loving or else God is an imposter and is all nothing.
Consecration for the believer who desires to be set aside for God is a one way street that narrows its way to the Cross. An entrance, certainly, but much, much more; the way of the Cross and all that it comprehends opens to its pilgrims the fellowship of a suffering Christ who is touched with our infirmities. We approach a throne of grace to find help in time of need, pain and at times when we are downright shattered. But it is also the place of joyous habitation and healing; our inherent residence and abode in the Presence of the Risen and Resurrected Christ, in whose Presence is the fullness of joy.
I realize as I write this chapter the objections ring out in my ears from individuals with horrific personal tales that can only add to the statistics I posted earlier. But carefully consider the following:
When God chooses not to step into our circumstances to deliver us from evil or tragedy, does that make Him any less God, less powerful or less loving?
Does it mean that God forfeited His authority to rule and reign in those dark moments?
We may not have the answers why, but we can certainly rest assured that evil will not triumph, it may have been an hour where for whatever reason evil deeds were allowed to prevail in our lives or someone we know or in the world at large but God in the overall plan for us is not weak nor forgetful.
God will work this all for good. We may not be able to understand it all, to us it’s all bad. Nonetheless, as in the case of many Bible characters who sought after God, He did work it all out for good! No one wants to walk into Hellish schemes or mishaps but we do not call the shots in our lives, our choice is to know and acknowledge God, to look to Him in the fear, pain and anguish, yes and at times without answers. To bring to mind former days; the testimonies of His faithfulness and grace.
“As for me, I said in my alarm, I am cut off from before Your eyes; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my supplications when I cried to Thee. (Psalm 31:22)
We may not have any other comfort in our search for answers other than to know that God loves us and is in fact in charge and in control over our lives as Christians when every indication of that fact is screaming otherwise.
Our lives are not cosmic accidents! Where can we go to escape the loving gaze of God? Yes we may live in a battle zone but we are not sitting targets being ravaged by demonic forces or fallen mankind for that matter. There is order and parameters even for the devil and his legions to harness and limit their wicked plots against us.
Remember the Flood, the Exodus, Sodom and Gomorrah, Job, Joseph and so many more illustrations that clearly depict a God who exercises His good and perfect character even in what we would term as tragic and horrendous events. His will and purposes will be done as He goes about to orchestrate His eternal will for us as individuals, people groups or nations on this earth.
No matter what misfortune befalls us we are in the hand of God, even as Joseph shared with his brothers in Genesis.
As Christians we have a hedge around us nothing can separate us from His love but that does not mean that bad things will not happen to us, it only means that God’s love and mercy will be with us even in the fires of affliction to carry us through.
In life or in death, we are in the hands of God.




Chapter 3

Your Hour Of Darkness
I decided to tuck this chapter somewhere near the center of the book for the simple reason that the devil is not our primary focus even though his name always seems to come up on such topics as trials and suffering.
Nowhere in scripture is the devil a prime subject matter or a significant key figure.
In the overall view of the Bible we could more accurately classify our arch enemy as an instrument in God’s hands and for His purposes. Certainly autonomous in many respects but only able to function within the parameters God Himself has set for him as it relates to human beings.
One of the greatest examples in scripture that we have that gives us an inside look at what’s going on behind the scenes on the topic of trials and suffering is found in the book of Job.
Actually it is quite a revelation to see how this whole area of testing unfolds which is repeatedly confirmed in other passages in the Bible for the specific purpose - our instruction and understanding.
Let us begin by stating that as believers, all blood washed saints of God have a hedge of protection around them offering them a barrier from the wiles of any enemy.


“Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.” (Job 1:10)
“Do not fear Abram I am a shield to you.” (Genesis 15:1b) “For it is You who blesses the righteous man, O Lord, You surround him with favor as with a shield.” (Ps.5:12)
“Why have You broken down its hedges, So that all who pass that way pick its fruit?” Ps. 80:12)
“So now let Me tell you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I will remove its hedge and it will be consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground.” (Isaiah 5:5)
“O Lord, my strength and my stronghold, and my refuge in the day of distress…” (Jeremiah16:19)
These Scriptures and many more clearly and undeniably teach that the Saints of God have a barrier or buffer zone around them. Words like shields, hedges, Secret Place, refuge, fortress, bulwark everlasting arms… are all Biblical terms to describe God’s circle of protection around believers.
Let us paint a backdrop at this point to contrast God’s everlasting love and commitment to man against mankind’s affinity to sin. Introduced here in this verse from Genesis that states the condition of man from the outset of creation after the fall and before the flood.
“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5)
Another fact that needs to be stated here is that man continued much the same even after the flood. Nothing changed in the heart of man except the geography of where humans had resettled.
The one and only cataclysmic event that brought change was when Jesus entered the picture.
At the Cross, man of his own free will could now choose to leave the darkness and enter the light of a new life with power from God to change.
Not so much his circumstances directly but the darkness of his own heart which was and is the open door that provides the necessary ground from which the devil is able to access man’s weaknesses and wreak havoc against himself and all of the human race.
“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.” (James1:14)
“But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.” (Mathew15:18)
“For from within, out of the heart of men proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy slander, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” (Mark 7:21 -23)
The origin of our human downfalls come from within our own hearts; we need not blame the devil for most of what transpires deep within us. You might say that the human carnal heart is the fountain or root of our sin issues conceived within from our own lust or strong desire.
Remember Eve and Adam in the Garden of Eden?
As redeemed saints we have been washed, forgiven and given the Spirit of God. We are new creations, the bondage to sin’s irresistible pull has been broken from off of us. We are free and have the power to choose whom we shall serve.


When we are tempted, tested, or when we are faced with trials and situations that can potentially can bring chaos and disorder into our lives, we need to remember that for Christians nothing has changed but the circumstances from God’s point of view.
God’s immutable and absolute love and care remains the same for us, yes we may now be in a hard place but we can remain at peace and at rest if we stay focused on God’s unchangeable affections and ultimate purpose for us, as we continue to draw our life from Him.
But this is precisely the issue, this is where our adversary does the most damage to the saints of God. The mind is where we will have to maintain a vigilant and unyielding attitude to the wiles, tricks and deceits of the enemy. The mind is where we will combat the fiery darts of the devil from taking root.
Have we taken every thought captive to the obedience of Christ? Have we cast down every imagination that exalts itself against the knowledge of God? Have we placed our thoughts alongside of God’s word for re-alignment and wisdom? Have we been diligent in crucifying our carnal appetites which wage war on our soul?
We may or may not have been responsible for the circumstances confronting  us,  but  one  thing  we  must  do  in  every  situation:  Cast down imaginations, human reasoning and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God; take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.
Our thought life is equal to our spiritual health and well-being. We may be passive or not vigilant as to what we allow to enter and remain; we may even be in agreement with the darkness because of our inner pain. Nevertheless, we shall be carried away and enslaved by those same thoughts one day no longer able nor willing to discern our true state of mind, because they were allowed by us to take root. Do not give place or occupancy to the devil. (Ephesians 4:27; 2 Corinthians 10:5; Ephesians 6)
“The entrance of Thy words giveth light, it giveth understanding unto the simple.” (Ps 119:130)
If we can see fault or sin in our present condition and attitude of mind, let us confess our sin, take hold of God’s forgiveness and grace and move on towards God.
If we are not under any present conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit yet the battering continues along with the barrage of accusation or guilt condemning us, then this should provide for us a window where and how our adversary is attempting to ensnare us again with some old patterns of sin or an indication of a new entryway we need to learn from and promptly close.
If we have done careful inventory of our own spiritual status and maintain a transparency before God that remains under the blood we stand in a good place to discern the nature of what is transpiring between our two ears or in our heart. We will be in a better position to distinguish the nature of what in fact may have settled and taken root in our hearts.
“Your being punished… you’ve gone too far into sin… you don’t spend enough time alone with God… you cannot be forgiven for this… your marriage is suffering because of this… your children are not serving God because you did this… don’t even try to approach God with this again…” and on and on it goes. The battle of the mind will rage on forever and wear us out - if we continue to fight it on any other terms but the Word of God.
It can only be settled here.
The emphasis on God’s Word will be the first area of attack the devil will try to silence and sideline as not being applicable or relevant to our personal situation.
God’s Word will teach and instruct us to discipline our lives and bring them into obedience to His ways.
God’s Word will highlight the wiles of the enemy contrasting the devils tricks and ruses with God’s unchanging and unalterable will and purposes for us.
God’s Word will reveal that trials and suffering are all within the breadth and scope of God’s purposes whether or not we can understand or even embrace them, there are no accidents!
God’s Word must be the last word on any subject; it is the light and wisdom we need to accept as to how things are and the remedy His word provides for change.
“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)
If we were to have perfect and complete mastery over our minds, will and emotions we would not be moved by adversity, we would see and accept them into our lives with the same light and purpose as scripture esteems them, resting securely that God is overall and that I am in Christ in all whatever comes my way.
God has made provision for me.
Jesus endured a lifetime of trials long before He came to the Cross. Yet the devil could find no access points to spawn his malignant imaginations or desires in the heart of the Lord. Though tempted and tried in all things as we are, yet He did so without stumbling and without sin.


“I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.” (John 14:30)


We however cannot make that claim, we have many areas that are wide open to demonic influence.
The substance as we looked at earlier in certain passages reveal that from within us comes all forms of evil; this becomes the feeding ground or the dust of our own fallen earthly makeup where the devil, that old serpent grovels about enticing, arousing - inflaming our flesh.
This is the base element our enemy attaches himself to; the dust of our carnal human nature, our flesh, our DNA.
Unless we maintain a strong spiritual hand over our flesh and with the continued vigilance that Paul mentions “to consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” we shall be pushed aside in our desire to do the will of God and time after time we shall give in to our longings and pursue our internal core desires. We can all attest to giving in to our longings, even though for some it was by mental ascent only.
Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” (Galatians 5:24)
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regards to its lusts.” (Romans 13:14)
“Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.” (1 Peter 2:11)
The Christian man or women have the responsibility to keep their passions, lusts and strong desires that are contrary to the will of God at the foot of the Cross. This is the internal battle we fight as the enemy seeks as a roaring lion to devour and consume any individual who has made provision for their flesh and opening up as it were their hedge of protection. This will be a lifelong struggle that we must maintain. We may evangelize the world but if we fail in keeping our hearts from secret sin that wage war in our souls we will in time succumb to this internal conflict becoming slaves to our corrupt inner cravings.
For the unbeliever they have no such refuge in Christ, no grace to sustain them, no hope to press for, they are alone and are already captives in this battle.
Is  it  any  wonder  that  though  many  unbelievers  have  very disciplined lives on the outward, lives that seem so much better than most Christians they are nonetheless slaves to sin? Add to that the internal conflict tossing them about, pushing them ever further and deeper into darkness binding them with stronger chains to their lusts and passions to serve themselves.
Suddenly the world is shocked to witness the depth of depravity of some individual or leader who without warning sinks to the all - time low in their propensity to do the unconscionable, the reprehensible, and yes regrettably, even Christians!
Without  protection  the  man  or  women  in  the  world  is  an open target; people that are unshielded from spiritual assault, left to themselves, left to the dictates of their conscience or code of ethics if in fact they are able to abide by them under the present onslaught of immorality and wickedness in the world.
Without knowing it, the world at large lies in the lap of the wicked one! (1 John 5:19)
The Christian person who has lost sight of their Holy Calling will themselves fall prey to this spirit of the age. A world system that will not only pacify us but put us to sleep spiritually, take the Bible and repackage the gospel. A gospel that has been stripped of its magnitude and its power nothing more than wonderful stories and moral lessons.
This is why every believer must take their faith in God seriously. This is why we must be vigilant as Christians in our pursuit of God.


This  is  why  we  must  continue to  train  up  a  younger generation as well as new believers in the full counsel of God’s Word and not exclusive messages that cater to our creature comforts. Lest we fall into the same deception as the world, lest we ourselves give the devil occupancy, an open door to take up residence and ultimately move us away from our first love.
“By temptation the devil gives vent to what the heart itself is full of.” (William Gurnall; “The Christian in Complete Armour”; volume 3; p 115)
Aside from our own shortcomings that seem to provide ample occasions for the devil to harass and tempt us ever further and deeper, we see in Scripture another level where Satan and his cohorts are allowed (by God) to rule the night as it were. A time frame where evil is permitted to take the field - to coin a military term - which means to succeed in overcoming all opposing forces either to subdue them or wipe them out and gain control of the battle.
“While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.” (Luke 22:53)
Take  note  as  Jesus  was  speaking  to  the  elders  of  Israel,  the Sanhedrin, he told them that this was their hour; their hour to consummate all the evil of their hearts that had now aligned and allied itself with the powers of darkness. The devil had long awaited to implement this plan to destroy Jesus but he needed to amalgamate Israel’s leaders to consummate this nefarious plot.
A scheme not hatched in Hell but in Heaven.
“Jesus answered, you would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me up to you has the greater sin.” (John 19:11)
Again Jesus puts things in perspective for Pilate and for us, it is not you Pilate, the governor, that has authority to release Me or to crucify Me, this is of My Father in Heaven. Pilate for the moment has been allowed and given authority by God to carry out the judgement against Jesus.
The darkness is endorsed and allowed to prevail momentarily by Heaven’s decree “Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those who exist are established by God.” (Romans 13:1)
“For truly in this city there were gathered together against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose predestined to occur.” (Acts 4:27, 28)
These verses are  somewhat shocking,  because  they  reveal  a behind the scenes arrangement that God Himself is found to be implicated in all the details, not the devil. There is no authority except from God. All governments and rulers are indeed established by God - scandalous!!!
“…and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;” (Col. 2:10) (1 Peter 3:22)
In a time when Christians were open season for persecution under the rule of the Caesars, God did not abandon His Sovereignty; Caesars came to power under the express will of God Himself.
Can these verses have any credibility in our present view? We may have at times entertained the notion that God is restricted with all these heathen, anti-Christ forms of governments in this world.
Certainly  having  good  men  and  women  in  high  places  will definitely be of some value, however they seldom are able to change the spiritual climate at large in any nation if History is to be factored in. They will not be able to relieve the world of all its ills.
This world is not the Kingdom of God, nor will it ever be.


There are no nations like the United States and Canada who have upheld Judeo Christian values from the classroom to the courtroom over the past two centuries and yet look at the conditions of our nations in  regards  to  abortion,  murder,  drugs,  alcohol,  child  sex  trafficking, government corruption and on and on.
Jesus as well as the New Testament Church gave little regard or interest to Kings or governments. They understood correctly that their lives and purposes were not limited or governed by their circumstances or the leaders of the day nor by the powers of darkness that may have been influencing the overall spiritual climate of their country, city or region.
Should we not desire good moral leaders? Of course, we are taught to pray for leaders that we may have peace but as we have seen in scripture the moral or political climate of the times does not set the standard nor limit God or His will on the earth.
The sobering reality is right here in North America where decades of political manoeuvering from Christians, from conservatives and from right wing groups have done little to abate sin or change the moral climate of these two great nations.
In fact it is the Church that is the preserving force in the nations not their governments.
The Christian Church may have already muzzled itself as it seeks the respect and affirmation of the world as it adjust God’s Word in such a way as to no longer be convicting, offensive or cutting. The authority of the Church is not to build a better system of government, this is not its mandate. The world is passing away. (1 John 2:17)
Our effectiveness as a Church should not depend on the political climate of the times. In fact God may be allowing and directing tumultuous times in the nations due to the corruption of men’s hearts so that people will turn from the instability of earthly governments and set their gaze somewhat higher as the earthly foundations begin to shake and crack.


Perhaps the greatest sign that we are indeed being effective in society is when all men speak evil of us and persecution is once again on the rise against the Christian Church. (Luke 6:26; John 15:19)
We should be alarmed when the world begins to speak well of the Christian Church, we may have at that point already lost the salt and the light of the Gospel.
“Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26)
“They were seeking therefore to seize Him; and no man laid his hands on Him, because His hour had not yet come.” (John 7:30)
For there is no authority that exist unless it has been established by God. Good or bad. We may never be able to fully understand this because in our minds when we see evil ruling in a nation through some deranged leader we automatically think God is not in control, He has been tossed out of that country or God left because it was so bad. This does not make any Biblical sense. Yes God may have lifted the blessing over that nation, and He may have removed His glory or favor from that nation, but God has not forfeited His sovereignty over that country.
This is not to say that principalities or powers residing over certain geographical areas of the world do not exist or exert tremendous spiritual influences, because God’s Word instructs us that they do, but they do so under His dominion and will. (Daniel 10:13, 20)
Keep in mind that the leaders of these nations become the instrument  by  which  these  demonic  forces  apply  their  menacing inspirations causing the populace of those countries to reap the cruel and painful benefits of untold suffering and misery. Was it God’s will that they turn to wickedness and vice?
Rather we all individually or corporately reap the consequences of our disobedience. God’s will for the world from the opening of the New Testament has been:


“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent,” (Acts 17:30, Paul in Athens)
No matter where we go as Christians and what we do as long as we are walking in communion with God and walking in obedience, we are, in a sense, indestructible. God will take His man and His women and lead them into the most despicable and dangerous situations all under His protection to accomplish His purposes and not a hair on their head will be harmed. We need to recognize that God is overall, whether in great outreaches for the Gospel or in our personal battles.
This is not to say that harm cannot come our way or turn our worlds  upside  down.  Whatever may  confront  us  and  from  whatever powers or authority they may originate from, each circumstance, each event that is allowed to come our way has come from under the dominion of God, not to destroy but to make.
Is the devil in control or in charge? No, not ever!
Evil has its hour or perhaps its season but all for a purpose; for which we most often have no answers, they run their course and no further, they have their mission but can do no more to believers than what God commands, period!
Yes the devil is a dangerous foe, a lion who is able to devour. Satan is no pushover by any means, his influence and power has been the undoing and destruction of many nations and people since the dawn of creation.
Under Heaven he has no rival, BUT above the Heaven, Satan and his vast cohorts of fallen angels are in the service for God’s purposes and no other.
“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’ And the Lord said to him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ Then He said, you are to entice him and prevail also. Go and do so.” (2 Chronicles 18:20, 21)
The Kingdom’s of this world are certainly within Satan’s sway, influence and at times his guidance. Under his management the benefits are grim and dark for the inhabitants of earth, but thanks be to God who has delivered us from his domain and transferred us into the kingdom of His Son, Jesus Christ. (Col. 1:13)
Please consider these scriptures. They remind us of God’s infinite plans and purposes that go far beyond our abilities to truly make decisive conclusions as to how we most times define good and evil and their redeeming qualities to sculpture our characters.
“That there is no one besides Me
I am  the Lord, and there is no other,
The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well - being and creating calamity;
I am the Lord who does all these.” (Isaiah 45:6b,7)
“Many seek the rulers favor; but every man’s judgement cometh from the Lord.” (Proverbs 29:26 KJV)
“Is it now from the mouth of the Most High
That both good and ill go forth?” (Lamentations 3:38)
“This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations. For the Lord of Hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched out hand, who can turn it back?” (Isaiah 14:26, 27)
“Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the Lord has proclaimed disaster against you.” (1 Kings 22:23)
“This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who has made His counsel wonderful and His wisdom great.” (Isaiah 28:29)
Now in the context of those verses and others like them we also get the understanding that certain things we do or certain things God does permits openings in those hedges of protection allowing certain dark forces to enter our secure space to afflict us for intended purposes and no other.
We read that personal sin or national sins quoted in Isaiah 5:5 earlier allows such openings.
Job is one example of many that reveals that God has a higher purpose for allowing that hedge to be opened, not for repentance of sin only but for spiritual growth and character that for most of us we seldom understand or fail to comprehend.
“But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me I shall come forth as gold.” (Job 23:10)
“The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, But the Lord test the heart.” (Proverbs 17:3)
Another area in  which  the devil has  been given authority  is inhabiting the personal space within people. Internal spaces of the mind and body, captives of oppression and even possession as in the case of the man of the Gaderenes. Inner realms within people that were opened for his presence and influence to enter and remain. These openings are usually the result of sin, allowing the enemy to gain entrance.
Other  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  devil  are;  stealing, killing and destroying, he is compared to a lion who goes about seeking whom he may devour.
The devil has a nature to destroy, lie, deceive, this is who he is.


This chapter is in no way a deep theological study on the devil but the intent is to highlight and understand our spiritual enemies and the scope of their limited authority in their dealings with believers.
Let us state that Lucifer became Satan after the fall and with him fell a large company of like- minded demons. Satan did not create evil or darkness since he is only a creature like us and cannot create or bring into being anything out of nothing. As a result of his choice he crossed over the line into darkness with all of its malicious aspects.
As human beings, we live, understand and operate in the sphere that God has set out for humans to function in. Just as God told Cain “sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it” (Genesis 4:7)
Evil is an essence with characteristics and fruit such as hatred or jealousy usually embodied in human form but not always. Similarly good has fruit and displays itself with certain features and characteristics we have all witnessed such as gentleness or kindness. Now the evil and darkness that we are warned to stay away from are spheres of influence as well which stand in contrast to the nature that God is, a nature that is  good  and  benevolent.  A  nature  that  is  diametrically  distinct from darkness and wrong. Choosing to be obedient and to do well allows the favor and blessing of God into our lives. In contrast, choosing evil or being disobedient incurs the penalties and negative consequences from that same God.
How would we know or be able to distinguish the nature of what was evil and sinful as opposed to good and right unless these principles had been created and we were given the understanding to be able to separate them and make the right choices? Nothing in any way exist in this whole Universe unless God created it, even the very nature, concepts and attributes of evil.
So evil and sin  are themselves substances, ideals and values God has created and set in place, they are not His arch enemies; they are elements, realms and boundaries at His disposal for the purpose of correction, chastisement and judgement. Satan and all his legions are not a threat to God’s power or authority, they are fallen creatures that still answer to God while awaiting their eternal judgement.
So evil and sin ruling the world is not possible while a good and just God sits on the throne.
Satan may stir up the lustful desires within us on a smaller scale or the ambitions of some leaders who have opened up their hearts to such grand delusions of power. Leaders even in our day who are blinded by unbridled lusts and greed with no thought of human consequence. Willing to rain down terror on their unsuspecting inhabitants as they attempt to appease their appetites, obsessed with the desire to gain more power.
“The Lord has made everything for His own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil.” (Proverbs 16:4)
“ What if God , although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction.” (Romans 9:22)
God rules in all places of His dominion - everywhere!
“…until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whomever He wishes.” (Daniel 4:32)
The above verse was God’s decree on King Nebuchadnezzar for exalting himself in pride.
Though, we need not fear him as we walk in close fellowship with God. The devil’s presence and activity in and about our lives will indicate to us that there is still much ground in us that he has access to - entry points to launch his attacks.
We need not fear the roaring of the devil, he will be used of God to bring to light within us the unlovely places of our souls that have not yet been crucified.
Nevertheless, not only are we under the careful eye of God, but God Himself will carefully limit and instruct our enemy as God masterminds the necessary work, heat and pressure required as He fashions within us a work of beauty - albeit at times through the hands of the devil.
To provide perhaps more insight in our dealings with the devil I thought this insight into Roman culture would serve us all well in closing this chapter.
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12) NASB
The King James Bible states, “We wrestle not against…” in place of “for our struggle is not against” as the New American Standard Bible renders it.
The Greek word for wrestle is “pale” which Paul uses to convey the idea of a bitter conflict, or an intense struggle. Our ongoing fight with the devil is a real battle with very high stakes. Though it is primarily fought in the spiritual realms the chief battle ground for individual Christians is the area of their minds.
Paul being a citizen of Rome and not a stranger to the customs and culture of the arena would certainly have had this in mind as he wrote the sixth chapter of Ephesians.
The Greek word “pale” which is used to describe the conflict of wrestling an opponent is also where the word “Palastra” originates from which is a word that describes the “house of struggle” or the place where men were trained and also where they fought against one another in Roman times.


The “Palastra” was a huge building that may have resembled a palace but was dedicated to combat sports devoted to training athletes turning them into professional boxers, wrestlers and pankratists - combat where anything was allowed. Everyone there had only one goal. Whether trainers, coaches, owners, all of them wanted to enhance and perfect the skills in their athletes.
Keep in mind wrestling in ancient Rome was a fight where many times only one combatant emerged alive. It was unimaginably brutal leaving many permanently infirmed and incapacitated!
For the serious contender, he would start off by entering what was called the “apoduterion” or the undressing room. Here he would strip naked then bathe in a hot steamy bath which would wash away all the grime and sweat from his body and then he would lie on top of a marble slab to receive from his trainer the first application of oil that would be pressed into his muscles and flesh.
This ancient Roman training paints a picture and parallel for the modern day believer. In our case, the Palastra is a type of our mindsets - not a palace mindset for our comfort and ease but a house of struggle. It is here by our own will and choice we must chose to strip away our earthly, carnal self- serving coverings in the sense that we must be clothed with something from above.
The nakedness speaks of our desire for open and unhindered fellowship and transparency before God. Nothing to hide; a statement that we are committed for the long haul ahead. We must shed and strip away from us that which has formed us and served as a natural covering or protection.
Aspects of our former lives, unholy or self-reliant that must be washed and bathed away by the water of God’s Word. Only then can we move on and allow our Holy Ghost trainer to work into our flesh and frame, the holy anointing oil equipping us, with godly restraint and skill, discipline and in time the Mastery of our flesh for the conflict before us.


The oil was primarily applied in one of the rooms of the Palastra in the heat of the sun so that it could penetrate deeply into the body. This was no easy task for the trainer, it took hours for the trainer to work that oil into every inch of that man’s body. This rub down massage was painful because the oil was pressed in with a lot of pressure and force using his hands and fingers to drive it deep into the athletes flesh for maximum benefit.
Remember our time alone with the trainer is to be prized and sought after, those moments may be uncomfortable as He works us over applying the oil of His Spirit but His presence there with us only confirms his love and commitment to us.
Sound somewhat familiar, God in His desire to make us into the upmost spiritual men and women warriors is committed to work us over - driving and pressing that oil of His Spirit deep into us. We may groan and at times protest that it hurts but our complaints fall on deaf ears. This is a picture of the preparation required for the repeated contest we must all face.
There are no shortcuts; without the oil, without the washing without the stripping off of former things we stand no chance to come forth victorious in our struggle against the enemy and against our own flesh. Every one stepping into the Palastra must be determined in their resolve to undergo all the preparations of their trainer.
Now there was a second application of oil that was applied just before they went into the conflict. We have to keep in mind that these athletes trained naked in the heat of the sun. They spent long hours of gruelling exercise honing their skill so that they would not succumb to the heat and faint during the battle. They were trained for endurance and stamina as well as becoming proficient and skillful with their weapons.
What good will all of our knowledge of God’s Word be to us if during the intensity or our struggle, the heat of the conflict wears us out and we faint having no endurance. Let us learn to appreciate the trials we experience, they are producing for us not only endurance but the character for future conflicts.
Being covered with a second coating of oil prepared the wrestler for the imminent fight. Its purpose was to flow freely over the body as the sun heated it thus making the warrior slippery. There was no way the opponent could lay a hand on him to seize and hold him to inflict numerous blows. Thus the wrestler/ warrior had a great advantage to slip out of any hold put upon him.
It is not enough for any believer to have had an initial anointing, or you might say yesterday’s anointing or yesterday’s victory. Each day, each conflict will require that we once again go through the process of stripping away whatever we may have carried into the Palastra of our minds. We must receive the cleansing water of God’s word and move on to allow God’s Holy Spirit to work into us the penetrating oil of His Spirit that we might be prepared for today’s conflict. That we might not fall victim to the enemy strong -holds on us. Strategies and designs meant to seize areas of our lives not shielded by the oil of God’s Spirit in an attempt to take us down and either disqualify us or kill us spiritually.
God  has  undertaken  to  provide  for  us  every  aspect  of  our preparation and  yes  even  measured  the  strength  and  caliber  of  our enemies. God’s training and discipline in our lives is never complete. Though our enemies stand before us and boast of their ultimate victory, our assurance will be in the fact that we have not gone into this battle unprepared and certainly not without God, we may be unevenly matched yet the Lord our God is with us. In the hand of God -- we are in fact indestructible.
In closing this chapter, keep in mind, Paul was in fact ‘indestructible’ throughout his  ministry.  Though he suffered beyond measure at the hands of wicked men, moved by demonic forces it was all within the will and purpose of God to make Paul who he became. Nothing could stop him or destroy him until his God given purpose had run its course, and Paul was then - promoted to glory.


Jesus could not  be taken, harmed or  crucified until the  express will of God deemed it so.


"Through God we shall do valiantly: for He it is that shall tread down our enemies."(Ps. 60:12)




Chapter 4
Lord If Only You Had Been Here
“...Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him.” (John 11: 14, 15)
Over the years I have overheard and read accounts where people out of the depth of their pain and despair cried aloud “where is God in all of this?” The harsh and often tragic circumstances of their lives had brought them to an impasse – a dead end. How could anyone reconcile the facts of the nightmare they were living through and try to merge that with a God who claimed to love and care for them? By natural reasoning it simply doesn’t make any sense at all.
I  would  suggest  that  though  the  circumstances  are  different for each of us, at one time or another all of us have been brought to a low place of doubt or hopelessness. Perhaps to the place that life and problems facing us were so overwhelming that we may have even lost all optimism and slipped into misery and despair. Life can get tough and just maybe as we look back or face the future in our trying moments, we wonder as well if things would have been different – “if only the Lord been there.”
In the story of Lazarus found in John 11, we find Jesus getting word that Lazarus was sick in the town of Bethany. In fact the message that was sent to Jesus was, “Lord, behold he whom You love is sick.”
“He whom you love” was a personal added emphasis to highlight and insure that Jesus would not delay but come promptly out of love for His friend Lazarus. Another detail of significance is the fact that Jesus was in Jerusalem only 2 miles away, which even at a slow and steady pace He could have been there in 2 hours. (1 mile per hour)
“When therefore He heard that he was sick, He stayed then two days longer in the place where He was.” (John 11:6 NASB)
When  it  comes  to  spiritual  matters human  reasoning  always becomes the stumbling block for us, it never fails. Disappointment is what happens when we finite Christian people begin to work through spiritual problems and issues that confront us using only our natural intellect. Our brain has been trained and programmed in limited ways by our past experience, the skill and know-how of others that served to train us in particular venues of life. Education, schooling or whatever teaching disciplines we received equipped us to some degree for the physical world we live in analysing our surroundings with our five senses.
However it falls woefully short when it comes to the realm of God’s Spirit. This is not to rule out common sense or wisdom within our ability to correct problems or assist to alleviate anyone else in dire need of our help or instruction. If the house is on fire, call the fire department, if there is a strange person at your neighbors back door struggling to get in and you know they are away it might be good idea to call the police. Getting out of our car to help someone who has fallen down on the sidewalk hurt is a natural compassionate impulse. These are but a few examples where we see a need and resolve within ourselves to be of help.
What I am talking about is what lies beyond our grasp; heavenly-- spiritual understanding, insight, perception, power and abilities to make real and lasting changes to benefit or correct the situation for the better. We can all relate to times when we plunged ourselves headlong into situations trying to help others or ourselves for that matter only to make things worse. Our intentions were right but it made no difference only because it lacked the divine ingredients or timing essential to bring real and lasting change.


There is also the area where we try to deal with spiritual matters but on the so called ‘religious brain’ side. Again, if we are downright honest here, we can attest to times when confronted with a problem or some crisis our inclination and recourse was automatically directed and dealt with it from the area above our shoulders; to be specific, the cranium grey matter inside our head. For us men we are known to automatically kick in to the analytical, practical common sense mode that at times does more to irritate and cloud the problem.
In the twinkling of an eye and without much consideration we go into a well - rehearsed choreographed frame of thinking taken from the pages of our very familiar religious handbook of prayers. I am not trying to be callous or insensitive to anyone at this point, what I have observed in myself and others is that without much thought or reflection or waiting on God for that matter we just kick into a pattern of prayer-- highlighting all the issues at hand but devoid of the divine inspiration or inner witness to bring change.
Please understand, we may and perhaps still do at times tackle issues  with  sincere  motives  and  good  intentions.  We  may  begin  by rehearsing every spiritual key that we have learned up until now, and then we quote every scripture that seems to apply to the situation;  we shout, we declare, in fact we do everything that comes into our mind. We want to change the situation immediately before us and are willing to throw everything at it even the kitchen sink if it would help – we become a blustery fury of activity and noise.
Most likely, we may have walked away confused and disheartened that nothing changed. We may have come at this again with renewed vigor and armed with new scriptures, and possibly we may even have called in the church troopers for added fire power, still nothing changed. Tragically, we may have blamed others for their lack of faith.
Perhaps that is why Jesus tarried in Jerusalem an extra two days so that all the details God had ordained for this crisis moment would be in place, and that all human endeavors to make Lazarus well were exhausted.


Jesus could now make His way to Bethany with the full understanding and assurance of His Fathers glorious plan. (Verse 4)

Waiting for God; waiting on God, what a concept!
Again and again in scripture we are exhorted, encouraged and even commanded to wait on the Lord.  Wait for Him! Wait for God to lead, to instruct, wait to receive understanding and wisdom, wait to hear His word or His directions:  what is our hurry anyway? What shall we do or accomplish without His divine unction or authority? What shall we gain by running ahead or speaking words that have not been ordained and infused with power by the Almighty?
“Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day.”(Ps.25:5)
“Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord.” (Ps.27:14)

“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him;” ( Ps.37:7)

“My soul, wait in silence before God only, For my hope is from Him.” (Ps.62:5)”

“…Wait for the Lord and He shall save you.” (Proverbs 20:22)

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.” (Isaiah 40:31)
Jesus must show up to bring change. Some may object and say that since we have Jesus living in us the moment we show up, Jesus shows up also, changing the atmosphere around  us.  For  anyone  of  us who may have walked into a humanly impossible situation or tragedy, we soon discover that what we need is more than just a cute catch phrase. We need to remember when Jesus walked into those moments He carried with Him the answer and authority to transform their terrible dilemma.
We can rest assured and need to keep in mind that Jesus walked by many a crisis in His day; He did not get involved in all the emergencies happening in Jerusalem let alone Israel. He followed only the leading of the Father without getting wrapped up with a whole lot of other needs the Father was not directing Him into. It was the Father who was taking care of the business worldwide while at the same time He was communing with His Son Jesus on the specifics.
Jesus walked in as the Word of God; equipped with a Word from God for every predicaments He was led to confront by His Heavenly Father.
Jesus was not caught off guard, nor was He prone to speak into circumstances from the top of His head coming under the pressure one feels when all eyes in the room are on you to say or do something on the spot.
As believers we have more than likely all been put in exactly those situations. Our best response in those delicate moments, unless we have indeed waited on God or heard from the Father is to simply pray in humility, asking the Father in Jesus name to touch the person or situation and leave the rest with God.
It may very well be that this is the moment for them or for us.
God out of His astounding goodness moves powerfully on our behalf to miraculously change the impossible situation as He sees fit. We may not know God’s purpose, will or timeframe, we are simply asking from need and not from obedience or having heard His divine direction. We are encouraged to come to the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need because so often we do not know what
His will or purpose is.
“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:15, 16)
If you notice in this scripture that what we obtain at the throne of grace, is mercy and grace to help us in times of need. This is consistent with other passages that teach that what God is faithful to provide for us in times of great need is an ample supply of grace to preserve us; equipping us to go through the trial or test we are experiencing as our:
“…refuge and strength a very present Help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)
We  much  prefer  the  immediate  relief  from  our  bonds  and illnesses. No doubt about it, this is the answer we would all want, yet this ‘on the spot’ total relief is not the norm, not scriptural.
We are being trained to overcome; that will require obstacles and impediments. We will not always be delivered out of hardship, but always equipped to go through them.
“Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness…” (2 Cor.12:8, 9)
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.” (1 Cor. 10:13)
The way of escape is not out, but through. Most of the time there is something of greater value at stake than our immediate deliverance or healing that we are not aware of. Martha and then later Mary therefore said to Jesus, “Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” No greeting. No how are you Jesus - right to point. You can almost feel the agitation within her as she very candidly tells Jesus that Lazarus would not be dead if only Jesus would have shown up on time.
In her perception of important events affecting her life and that of her sister. Lazarus was dead, nothing else at that moment was important or mattered. She did not and could not comprehend the larger picture that was being painted by God as He was setting the stage for a grandeur and more panoramic view of the majesty of Jesus.
This was not simply about bolting off on a save Lazarus mission, this was about God being glorified and glorifying the Son and so Jesus waited. (Verse 4)
The scope of why, when, where and with whom God wills to do the miraculous and to perform the incredible is strictly within and for His own purposes and design. Jesus simply went to Bethany at the ordained moment and obeyed the voice of His Father. Without sounding callous it was of no consequence that Lazarus was His friend which in our human reasoning would have prompted us to act out of our own cerebral impulse and emotions, trumping all other logic, argument or Heavenly caution and direction. Emotions or logical thinking are not in themselves evil or wrong, they just do not serve the interests of God very well, not even our own at times.
You hear in Martha and Mary a voice that echoes the cry of the  vast  sea  of  humanity  revealing  their  disappointment  with  life’s circumstances, life in general -- with Jesus, with God for one reason or another; human history is replete with the words that resonate: “Lord-- if only You had been here!”
Maybe in today’s vernacular, we would say “where is God when you need Him?”


Lord if only... maybe we have rehearsed this appeal in God’s ear on occasion or perhaps very often and perhaps still do. This is the cry that is filled with regret, sorrow and disappointment. Though we may be Christian we more than likely carry regret, grief or displeasure over what was and what should have or could have been. I have heard this pain from others and I myself have brought this lament and anguish to the throne room of God many times. It is a sorrow, a deep disappointment - a type of mourning that must be healed in Gods loving embrace and left at the foot of the Cross. This is the anguish which arises from our limited human perspective when things, plans and events did not happen according to our grand schedule.
From this limited place we cannot comprehend and at times are unwilling to see God’s higher purposes in the face of adversity or misfortune, we see only what best serves us now, the designated road of choice, a road that seems pleasant and peaceful.
We have not yet come to the place of embracing the Lordship of God. We are still wrestling (understandably so) with God and His higher purposes. We are unable to comprehend the will and eternal character being sculpted within our lives.  So often, we are not ready to surrender; we want to finish what we started before everything went South on us. We want to accomplish our own work of art, our own success story and present it before God for His blessing.
“Look at this Lord, look at what I have accomplished for You, now please give it your blessing!”
We are still trying to convince God and re-adjust His will to our own likings, we believe we know best and are still unwilling to hand over a particular area of our lives into the capable hands of God.
So we hold fast to a belief that comprehends only a very limited understanding of God’s greater purposes - which by the way seems to always fall within the parameters of what we appreciate to be for our good! We maintain at times an unyielding conviction in our pet beliefs in hope that our stamina and determination alone will be the breakthrough to securing our prized desires.
Honestly, we tend to be fearful as Job was of the outcome. We are afraid to wait with open and surrendered hands and simply allow God to work out the details in our lives out of His great love for us without some kind of direction from us!
“Too often we mistake the state of a Christian in this life. He is not immediately called to triumph over his enemies, but is carried into battle to fight them. The state of grace is the commencement of your war against sin, not the culmination of it.” (William Gurnall ; p. 133 volume 1)
“Were there no devils, you would still have your hands full resisting the corruptions of your own heart.” (William Gurnall ;  p. 135)
How can this be God? Our predicament by all human reasoning looks anything but what we may have been taught (outside of scriptural text that is) about God and His dealings with His children. How in the world can this turn out for the good? This seems so destructive, so negative – so evil!
Lord if You were here things would have turned out different, we would not be in the mess we are in now. Lord if You were here we would not be struggling to get by, we would all be healthy and prosperous. Actually we may be concealing a tinge  of  resentment  due  to  our  present  condition or  circumstances. Feelings more in line with the idea that though we may not voice it audibly, resonating deep inside are the words: “God if you cared anything at all about me or those I love, You would do something and not leave us to rot in this mess”.
Is there anyone else out there who has felt abandoned, forgotten or overlooked by God?


Maybe like Martha we tell Jesus, “well I know that if You ask God He won’t refuse anything You ask of Him.” Martha believed that things could be different if Jesus asked God to turn things around for them, and He did. Not so much because of Martha’s appeal, but because of what God Himself was in the process of doing.
“…that they might believe that You sent Me.” (John 11:42 b)
Jesus was not writing His own script to this story. God was the author of what was transpiring, Jesus was simply following the cues from His Dad. The fact that Jesus commanded Lazarus to come forth from the grave miraculously was not an account of Jesus acting out on His own, Jesus did not plan the death of Lazarus or devise the plan of waiting a certain amount of time to then head over to Bethany.
Jesus was simply following His Father’s will. Jesus was a son under the authority of His Father.
I emphasized the You above to underscore that at times like Martha and Mary we will approach a situation based on our needs and not the will of God. This is simply normal and a natural instinct. So we come up with our own plan; just go ask Sister so and so to ask God on my behalf or ask that wonderful preacher to intercede for my dire needs, God will not refuse them because they are special or highly anointed: certainly God will hear them.
Please understand there are times that asking others for prayer, counsel or some kind of help is just right, because we just can’t seem to break through or hear from God. We need help! We may or may not get the answer we want BUT God in His abundant grace and mercy will send a provision of peace or rest to uphold us. While not seeing the precise petition we so desire from Him at that specific moment we can certainly if we chose, learn to abide in the present provision He will send us.
Let me interpose this thought at this juncture; I believe for all of us who have experienced moments when our prayers were seemingly impregnated with an obvious power that can only be described as being in the current of a mighty river.
Oh, how I desire that it would happen more often.
Perhaps for all of us we have sensed at times that we were in effect walking in perfect step with God as we prayed, quoted a scripture or obeyed the still small voice within to act out or to speak some word of assurance and faith; we were tuned in to the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit.
We knew at that moment that what was happening within us was not just some personal self- serving emotional drama but that we had knowingly touched and walked in however brief the moment in the determination and intention of God’s Spirit. We may have begun prayer not feeling any more spiritual than at other times but at this specific moment we flowed into the stream of God’s power and anointing.
We could say that, what we had tapped into even though it may have been momentary, was a connection to the direct line from heaven.
Dovetailed: in unison with Heaven.
At that moment, deep within us we also knew that God had heard us! God was somehow in the process of undertaking our prayer with an answer only because we were echoing the will and purpose of God for that particular thing at that particular moment. We had heard from God!
“This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.” (1 John 5:14, 15)

It is a prayer that we line up and position ourselves to hear from God, to pray the very things that are on His heart. When we come at prayer without our own agenda or preconceived laundry list the likelihood exist that we shall hear what is beating in God’s heart. With this mindset we will soon gain the confidence to leave our regular wish list behind and enter prayer with an attitude to abandon every notion to direct God for what we desire.
What can be more guaranteed than to pray and to speak in line with God? We must come prepared to listen.
Is it possible that part of the scripture that reads “if we ask anything according to His will He hears us” could be understood to mean asking those things of God that we indeed hear but only after we have been in the prayer closet for some time, seeking God?
It is in those moments we come to know the will of God for a particular thing or person and then as we hear His will for them, we can turn around with confidence to ask our Father with assurance knowing that He who impressed us in the first place is waiting to answer our petition.
Is this not praying His will, only after we come to know it?
We petition God for a vast host of things, but do we truly have a confidence that God hears as we are praying? Do our petitions and request echo His desires? Like anyone else I am still learning, but I can certainly testify to times when I knew that I had stepped into the heart and timing of God for petitions that rang with the witness of His Spirit.
That deep knowing, that we get at times is like a radio receiver that picks up God’s frequency, we are then indeed tuned in to Him. Another illustration is like someone being carried along on an ocean wave upheld by a powerful force and supported without any self-effort.
This is the place that is more than just simply wanting to get your prayers answered, this is a sacred place of communion, of listening, waiting and perhaps speaking.
If we have a confidence that God has our backs and is taking care of all our needs according to His will, we will then be more inclined to rest in the prayer closet, not so wrapped up about our own pressing needs and more intent on spending time patiently to hear our Heavenly Father’s desires.
Jesus walked in this sacred place; at Lazarus tomb He could say “Father I thank You that You always hear Me.” Jesus did not sweat the command for Lazarus to come forth because He already knew it was the Fathers desire to raise Lazarus at this precise moment, He had heard the word within. Jesus abided in an ongoing dialogue, an intimacy never to project His own will or desire with His Father but to simply love God and walk before Him in the unfolding of the Fathers purpose for His life and of those He ministered to.
Do we perhaps complicate things? Can we find this place of rest and communion with our Heavenly Father in the unfolding of His will for us? God knows our needs, our problems, our crisis moments, our dark nights of the soul, He knows it all. Certainly in our lives there are moments of great urgency; yet where are we in those times in respect to resting and waiting? Or the fact that God is overall and Lord of our lives?
Suddenly, we are hit with waves of anxiety as things turn for the worse; fear begins to wrap its strong hand around us in an attempt to choke out every ounce of faith we have. What do we do now? Where is God? Why is this happening to me? Sound somewhat familiar, we all experience similar things.
But what has changed in our relationship with God? Only the circumstances! Not His will nor His purpose!
“For in the day of trouble He shall conceal me in His tabernacle, In the secret place of His tent He will hide me. He will lift me up on a rock” (Ps 27:5)
We need to keep in mind what precedes this verse in Psalms 27.
“One thing I have asked from the Lord that I shall seek, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.”
David to his credit had spent many seasons in the back hills enjoying the visitation of His God before He penned this. Love, companionship, lost in the Lord’s presence. Secure in the arms of a God who abided with David in his isolation and loneliness. One day this young shepherd would simply step onto the battlefield with the full assurance of God’s presence and purpose for him. God would deal with this vile blasphemer. This giant Philistine would be toppled at the hands of a young lad, unknown and insignificant in the eyes of man, but a lad who had learned to hear distinctly from God.
If we look at this story and only see a courageous young man we are missing the most important aspect. Flesh and blood with lots of confidence alone will never be able to carry us to victory or to overcome even though we may feel perfectly equipped within ourselves for the task of God’s calling. Be assured, the arm of flesh will fail us whether Old Testament or New.
Our confidence, hope and trust will have to do a complete shift; we must have some word of substance and assurance from God, neither the stone, or the sling nor the skill will be sufficient in that hour. No natural armor will win the day in facing our spiritual giants. Impossible situations present themselves as a reminder of sorts that only God’s word of assurance wrapped in His authority will carry us through to overcome.
Only our time spent alone with God will deposit into our souls the blessed assurance we will need for every trying moment God shall walk us through. God has still much ground to recover in each of us.
Giving our lives to Christ initially comprehends more than we may have understood back then. With each act of consecration as we present ourselves humbly before the Lord we find an inward drawing, a celestial pull, attracting us closer, deeper. In these holy moments with God we push aside our self-serving deals and internal apprehensions, surrendering all of our best arguments and bargaining chips in exchange for His Presence.
In these exchanges, we catch dimly lit glimpses of Him: They alter us. They are times we are awestruck by His beauty and grandeur. That moment, in that brief flash of time, God’s glory and splendour splashes within us permeating, infusing our frailties, dispelling fears, dissipating weights which encumber us, giving us wings to rise above the framework of our own finite human intellect-- perhaps for a fleeting second, yet enough time to behold God’s radiant glory and beauty overshadowing us as an impregnable sanctuary.
There,  He  lifts  us  up  and  tucks  us  away  into  Himself,  safe, sheltered, complete. Enveloped in a refuge beyond our ability to put words to it, like being suspended in eternity where nothing else matters but this moment in Him.
This I believe was where Jesus abided. People say that Jesus went around just doing His own thing; healing, performing the miraculous off the cuff -- whatever He chose to do, He just did it. We look for clues and keys as to what He did and how He did the miraculous. What we fail to see while looking for keys is that Jesus simply obeyed the directions. This is most likely where we get the idea that if Jesus did something in scripture then we being co heirs with Christ can with that same philosophy just run around doing what we think Jesus would do. However if you were to glean over the Gospel of John in particular you would come away with a different opinion.
First of all and most significant is the fact that Jesus came to this earth at the express will and purpose of the Father, not out of His own desire. Forty times in the Gospel of John alone, Jesus tells His followers that He was sent explicitly by the will of the Father.
“And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me…” (John 5:37)
Another very significant fact we read about is found in Psalms, 40:7, 8. Here it speaks prophetically of Jesus and what mandate beat in heart of the Son:


“Then said I, lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do Thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”
As you read over these and many other similar verses one is struck with the fact that Jesus just wasn’t doing good things at his own discretion, but that He remained in an ongoing deep communion with His Father, an unbroken connection to the source of all things. Jesus had nothing to prove He did not come to build a name for Himself or assemble a Kingdom, it was already His. He was perfectly at rest that God had taken care of every detail and Jesus needed simply to obey and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in word and deed.
What about us?
Check it out for yourselves, by and large we are instructed not to be weak but strong, to be confident in ourselves, in our giftings and talents, which in and of itself is not wrong. Yet, this is where there is a subtle stepping over the line. Our abilities on their own are similar to the armor that King Saul wanted to place on David for protection against the giant, to his credit David seen the armor as a false sense of security, he knew that  without the internal knowing from the Lord, David stood no chance to defeat the Giant.
He already knew in his heart the outcome, any other source of help would be an impediment.
Let us look honestly at the whole counsel of God’s word and then tell me if God’s word promotes that everyone should be prosperous, financially affluent, that all will be tangibly successful and that all ‘their’ dreams shall come true. That their health shall remain totally sound without any sickness till God calls them home. How about the power of our words, we are told that we can change even the course of weather patterns and that by our faith we can all live to be of a ripe old age.
Let me ask you, where in the Bible can we confirm this kind of teaching? Who in scripture walked out a life like that without any glitches?
What we could do is go through each book of the Bible and point out where men and women of God, highly favored and anointed suffered untold hardships, were rejected, were misunderstood, were left behind sick, were beaten and stoned, all in the will and purpose of God.
God’s word will need to be hidden away in our hearts before we enter our dark night of the soul (Psalm 27). Doubt, unbelief will do their best to disarm us of the truth that God has great purpose for trials. Questions of God’s ability and faithfulness; doubts of His desire to do anything good on our behalf will pepper our minds in an effort to overwhelm our confidence in His goodness, in a further attempt to throw us over the cliff.
Having put on the whole armor of God - stand! It was designed for battle. And we are in a battle for our lives. (Eph. 6:13-18)
Stand-- when the howling accusations on the devil ring in your ears to abandon your faith, or to curse God. Stand -- when you are being lied to -- that you are either too bad or too far out of the will of God and that’s why these things are happening to you. Decide to stand and you shall find the grace to lift you out of the mental quicksand! We were called with a holy calling from the foundations of the world (2 Tim. 1:7). We were knit in our mother’s womb (Ps.139).
The very fact that God has brought us into His Kingdom should speak volumes to us about God’s overall care and concern for every detail of our lives. Nothing is left to chance! We have a purpose, we are significant in our Father’s eyes, and we are not some object of chance.
If  we  have  never  understood  the  purpose  of  trial,  suffering adversity, misunderstanding and a whole host of other negative factors afflicting our Christian lives then we need to begin reading scripture as it really is. Our walk with God is meant to be a union of shared intimacy, a rich communion of creature/ Creator, hidden away in Him while experiencing at times the undesirable common denominator that ties all saints of God together on this planet - our trials.
Some could protest and say that what I describe paints a very bleak existence as a Christian!
I would counter that you can deny the way things really are only so long until the way things really are come knocking on your door with the intent to overwhelm and devastate you. The last time I checked, people still have a laundry list of problems, we can declare that we have no problems because we are God’s kids but that would be with all due respect - delusional, and contrary to God’s Word.
Calling a spade a spade is truth, calling a flat tire a flat tire is again just speaking a truth. If we are of the mind that we cannot speak negative words because they will empower those words to come to pass then perhaps we should speak to the flat tire and acknowledge that it is indeed not flat but totally inflated (at least it is on top) and wait till our powerful words come to past re-inflating the tire. This dear friends is sheer nonsense. This would be like saying that Noah brought on the flood by building the Ark.
His actions and words were in essence negative thus opening the door to the great flood. This again is nonsense. It was God’s purpose and God’s word to Noah that he build the Ark so that his family might be saved and the world at large would fall under the judgement God. His longsuffering had finally come to an end, as God Himself closed the door to the Ark releasing the waters.
Many over the years have taught the power of our words quoting the Proverbs 18:21:
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it [the power] shall eat the fruit thereof.” (My emphasis)


We can all agree that our words can have a great impact on our lives and the lives of those we interact with. If we were to take a poll of people and ask them about their home life growing up, what kind of atmosphere was in their home and what they remember about the nature of the words spoken to them by their parent or the adults in charge I believe we would not be surprised at the results?
For those that I have talked with, where their home life was anything but healthy they still carry the effects years later of words that were meant to belittle them, harsh insensitive words that crushed their spirit, tongue lashings that stripped them of confidence and self - esteem, leaving them with insecurity, fear, paralyzing thoughts of feeling unloved worthless and rejected. Is there life and death in the power of the tongue yes there is to a degree. Out of our own natural human mouth we can speak words that can lift, encourage, edify and build people up or on the other hand we can destroy them with very few words.
I remember a time in my own life when I was about nine or ten. My family was visiting at my Uncle and Aunts place, I was standing in the kitchen with my Dad and my Uncle when out of the blue my Dad pulled me to himself, put his hands on my shoulders and said to my uncle “this one here has stamina”. Now for some this may not sound like a big deal but though we were never verbally put down or abused my parent’s generation were not ones to encourage or praise their children for many things. I did not even know what that word stamina meant till years later, but I knew by the manner in which he said it, the tone and the gentle squeeze on my shoulders confirmed to me that it was a good thing and I sensed his love and  affirmation like I had never sensed before. I still look back at times and remember the boost and the security that was instilled in me by that touch and those few words. Yes our words have great power in regards for building up and also capable to tear down and destroy.
Nevertheless, when we put Proverbs 18:21 in context we find that this one statement stands alone along with a long list of other maxims or truisms concerning a variety of subjects. Which by the way if we put things in right context the whole book of Proverbs was written with Solomon’s son and his children in mind. (Proverbs 2:1; 3:1; 4:1; 5:1; 6:1; 7:1)
Bearing in mind that Solomon was King as he wrote these truth to his children, namely his son, he wrote with the mindset of his son being one day, the authority in the land as King.
The King had in every sense the power of life and death in his tongue in a very literal way. (Remember the story of Solomon and the two women contesting for the baby in 1 Kings 3:16)
So for Solomon to write this specific Proverb along with a whole list of other truthful adages would be like us giving our children a list of sayings that we have come to learn by experience learned through the course of our lives that will help guide our kids in certain matters of life and responsibility. Keeping in mind Solomon’s Proverbs were placed in the Bible as God breathed as opposed to our list of family nuggets no one else ever heard of or cares to.
The reason I am making a big deal with this one verse is because this one verse has become the foundation and spring board into which is launched this whole erroneous teaching on the power of the tongue to confess and create - the new believe-ism that is so rampant in today’s Christian Evangelical Church. The whole tidal wave of declarations stands on this single verse that is taught across the land which in essence is taken to say that whomever simply speaks or declares with their tongue has the power to receive exactly what they are voicing with their tongue.
But what if I did have that kind of self-inherent power?  First, if Christians carried that kind of power it would be a very scary world to live in and more than likely this power would be turned into anarchy against God real soon, remember the Garden of Eden?
Secondly, if it is all about having power how could that best serve
God if my ideal of power and authority is simply about speaking my own will into the atmosphere or declaring my latest want or desire for some thing or other without really knowing or even caring about how God’s will comes into play.
We declare that this mountain shall be moved and cast into the sea but the next Christian down the road declares it to remain in its place. Or how about declaring that we all become very prosperous not realizing the additional snares we may be placing before ourselves and family. Some things or should I say all things are best left in the hands of God.
Our words, though powerful, do not by God’s design fall into God’s class of speaking and creative power.
Preachers with flashlights examining mouths looking   for the appearance of replacement golden teeth that God thought they needed (why not real teeth) or the demonstration of legs growing out as everyone watches in silence as the man of God pulled it out to the length of the other. This is plain and simple theatre. Is this really about glorifying God’s name or the demonstration of our power?
Does God really need free advertising to convince people of His goodness and power or does this really pull the covers back to reveal good and wonderful us?
What I am driving at here is the motive of our hearts. Someone once said that “we need not worry to take glory away from God”. It is not the glory we need worry about; God is secure in His glory. What concerns me and should concern others is the same roadway others have gone down, a kind of seductive spell and preoccupation with the stimulus or influence of the anointing.
The moment we begin to believe that the flow and essence of God’s power and anointing originates from our own spirituality, faith, success or notoriety - acting upon our sense of what needs to be done we have Crossed the line. Our perspective has been clouded, we will in time loose our spiritual bearings to launch out into other narrow streams heading towards the rocks. Propelled simply by our own will and desires, not having followed or obeyed any Heavenly direction. Moving ourselves beyond the reach or counsel of others who see the imbalance and are calling to us to pull back.
I wonder at times if this scripture verse might apply to us; taking in our sincere intentions or sense of duty as we move out under our own steam without any Divine instructions.
“Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is better than sacrifice and to heed than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22)
Out of good intentions and good desires we want Jesus to show up so badly at times to alleviate our pressing needs and that of others that we just assume that Jesus would do exactly what we would do. A simple prayer of faith and trust in a good God might be where we should begin until more light is given.
What has been so often demonstrated before us in Christian media and various events and gatherings is a misplaced confidence in our own spirituality which then prods us along assuming that we are up to any task.
“If Jesus did it, we can do it” is our official slogan. With this mindset, we basically give the Lord no wiggle room to do what He wants, since  we  have  commanded  and  directed  God  to  follow  our  specific instructions.
Lord if only is an open door to acknowledge our great need that we can do nothing without Him. Can we do the impossible? Could Martha or Mary have raised Lazarus from the dead? If they could have, then there was no need for Jesus to show up on the scene. This is the whole thrust of the discussion.
Jesus must always show up to do the impossible, our authority is linked to our obedience and ability to hear God in each situation, and it is not a one size fits all. One Holy Spirit direction yesterday does not constitute a green light or rubber stamp of approval that God is about to do the same thing for everyone in the same way today only because He did it for one yesterday.
When people are touched by God even though we might have been the vessels to do the touching or praying it was still the goodness of God that met them; not our own goodness or compassion, not some independent inherent power we exercise but something from Heaven met them. Whether or not we heard God or had the knowing that Jesus had and always walked in concerning His Father’s will does not negate God’s mercy and goodness to do as He pleases in each situation. No matter how we might feel or believe about individuals or circumstances, Jesus is still Lord, to do as He pleases in us, around us, or through us.
Let us stop looking within, we are only the messengers – carriers - of the words of salvation or the words for miracles and deliverance not the source. We will never discover within ourselves some deep power we can control. They can never be simply our words of power or wisdom originating from within ourselves nor merely pulled from a scripture text. The written literal text must also be infused with the dynamite power from God’s Spirit and administered by yielded vessels in obedience to the Divine Miracle Worker.
I have marvelled over the years as I have watched people get healed or heard of miraculous testimonies of God’s faithfulness after someone had prayed for them or laid hands on them. Right away, we thank God for His goodness yet inwardly, simultaneously we tend to look and marvel at the ‘faith’ of the person praying or perhaps the healed person themselves. We set them up and elevate them to now pray for us as if they themselves had accomplished the impossible.
Let me ask again, where did they get that faith? The day before it was not there, even a minute ago it was not there. But now in a moment God dropped a supernatural ability to believe Him for the impossible. God may have even by passed their understanding and ability to believe which shows itself in everyone’s surprise when the miracle does happen!
Something came from Heaven in a flash, a picture, a word or even a vision into the person’s heart, and bang! A miracle! Then we turn around and exclaim “what a great man or women of faith!”
Many individuals have been given gifts by the Holy Spirit some to prophecy, some to perform signs and do the miraculous, yet whatever has been endowed to us by God is never endowed to us with the ability to trump or undermine His will or purposes for those individuals but to work in conjunction with Him. We are to be led by the Holy Spirit and are being taught to walk in His ways. There will always be a pull to go off on our own and to say things out of our own spirit out of compassion or even out of well- meaning desires.
However,   we   are   not   self-employed   freelance   Christians unrestricted to just do our thing in some self-governing autonomy; we do not function in a kingdom we created that is independent from God’s. Our gifts are empowered by God and their function and purpose is all for His glory.
There are so many examples I could use that reflect our human reasoning in trying  to  perform the miraculous but this one example encapsulates this kind of erroneous faith and belief. In one Church their youth group goes out to the local morgue to practice raising people from the dead.
I did not know that God needed the practice! This is a prime example of this new believe-ism of self-inherent power.
The idea behind this misplaced faith it is that if we believe and practice this faith long enough somehow we will uncover the source of its power within us to keep repeating this miraculous event. Which highlights our human desire to manipulate and control power for our own designs.
Does anyone else see the natural fallen mind here in overdrive mode? This in my opinion uncovers our human independent desire to start our own assembly line of miracles. We found the source, let us bottle it and mass produce it.
Like Adam and Eve who thought they could out of their good intentions and reasoning take the apple, get the power and bang, we’ve got the power. Who needs God to direct us now?
If God does not direct us:
1) we are powerless
2) and disobedient.
How is it we can understand this principle in human forms of government and authority but we cannot seem to comprehend that the Eternal Kingdom also has levels of delegated authority. We stand in lieu of, representing and communicating not ourselves or personal interest but solely the commands of whom we stand in place of. The moment we step out from under that commission and holy restraint we will be on our own! From that point on we will most likely land on our nose and the words we speak and actions we perform will be infused by human strength alone, no longer acting in lieu of the expressed directives of the Lord.
Some who have learned to wait on Him and have learned that going out on limbs can be embarrassing and devastating. Others have yet to come under that kind of Holy Spirit discipline. Wanting to do well, blessing people and wanting to see them sound and healthy is commendable. Yet we must at some point begin to realize that God in His infinite love and purpose may have something far more important in His eternal time frame than healing their body or dropping a ton of money into their lap because we pray He should. He cares and loves them much more than we do.
Again this comes right back to our theology that God can have no purpose at all in suffering or lack. We can say, well the Bible says “By His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).


Yes in fact it does teach us that, but does it also say when or how; does it teach us that every ailment and suffering we experience shall be lifted from us or others the moment we believe they should? Does God not have the right to withhold or delay any exceptions to His own promise based on a higher purpose He deems necessary in the present context of our lives?
Are these  blanket  prayers we request at times and scripture verses we throw at every negative factor, empower us to cancel all pain and sorrow the instant we speak to them to depart? Could there be more in the eternal scheme of things happening in the background that should cause us some caution to proceed ahead slowly, God is at work? Is there room in our mindset that God may have more purpose in this than the obvious present condition of an individual?
When we do get the green light to proceed or the answer we seek, we shall go forward with an inner confidence encased in God’s power to change the situation.
Here is an analogy that might help us see the conditions and distinctions that  God  alone  may  reserve  for  Himself  as  He  gives  us scriptural promises. A local bakery placed an ad in the paper announcing that on Friday June 12, from 9am to 11am, the bakery will be handing out three free loaves of bread to anyone who showed up at their doors with this particular ad cut out and ready to present to bakery officials in exchange for the bread.
Now, the conditions in this ad seem quite straightforward, but that is not always the case when dealing with Biblical promises.
If I show up on Thursday with the coupon, will I be able to get the bread? If I show up Friday at 6am with the coupon will I be able to make the exchange? What if I am there at 9am sharp on Friday June 12, first in line but without the coupon; will I get the bread?
We must fulfill all conditions in order to receive the bread. Now if the owner out of the goodness of their own heart wants to give me the bread on another day or time and without a coupon then wonderful, but that only speaks of the owner’s goodness; it has nothing to do with any conditions I met. The owner can do whatever he or she wants; it’s all their bread.
As believers we may have fulfilled one of the conditions, but we are unaware that there is still more at stake then what we can comprehend. Yet at times we continue to make demands as someone who would show up at the bakery on a different day and insist that the owner give us bread based on what we understood about the ad.
Should we then stop praying for people? Not at all but maybe what we need is to spend more time in His Presence at His throne before we begin to speak boldly of what in fact He does will. Remember, we are to wait upon the Lord.
Until that moment arrives would we be so inclined as to pray “if it be Thy will?” Do we come away from our time with God with a sense of knowing, an insight and comprehension of the person or situation we are in earnest over? Have we in fact heard the directive that will come
‘cloaked’ with the might of Heaven, infused to transform our condition or of those we pray for? Well Jesus did!
I am thankful that God’s love and care supersedes our own, the people we love and pray for are also in that inner circle of God’s love and care. God shall not be moved by our intercession unless that intercession and  prayer  are  in  line  with  His  purpose  and  determination  for  any individual. Our desperation and passion will add no fuel in securing an answer no matter how dire we feel the situation is. Disciples must begin to learn to hear from God; to be alert to what God is doing and saying at any given moment.
What is it that we need to find out or be vigilant about? What is God doing or about to do? What is God speaking in this situation? Do I know or do I simply assume God wants what I want in this particular situation. If we never learn this principle of obedience as Jesus learned it we shall be drawn to walk after a course that is influenced by the seeing of our eyes and our natural senses, devoid of the very light and power we need to do the impossible perhaps missing the crowning moments.
Thus being tossed by every wind of doctrine that blows through the back doors.
Since God’s care and love for people dwarfs our own, only what we do and speak in His name, will serve His will and purposes for every child of God. What is of God is undergirded and freighted with the authority of Heaven itself, bringing with it an internal witness that it is indeed of God. United with a confirmation that will ring true in the hearts of seasoned disciples. Do we always hear or see what God is about to do? There are many times and probably without number the times God moves out to touch our various infirmities simply out of the goodness of His heart and has had little to do with any faith being directed His way.
“Lazarus come forth” and he that was dead came forth. One command empowered by Heaven raised the dead. Think about it, mere words brought a dead man back to life after being dead four days. What would we have done among ourselves? Without the assurance and the direction from God. Would all the practice at the local morgue given us the word of authority to raise the dead? Lazarus would have remained cold and dead no matter how many words or action we performed in Jesus name.
Our  words in  Jesus  name cannot  be  a  mere formula.  They must represent Jesus will and purpose and not our own grandiose or even compassionate desire to make things better in our view. We must represent the interest of Heaven alone.
“For they all seek after their own interest, not those of Christ Jesus.”(2 Timothy 2:21)
Authority is based on obedience. As an ambassador of a country he or she only has influence and power when they follow the clear guidelines of the country they represent. To deviate from the express will, directives and guidelines of the government that sent them is to misrepresent the nation they purport to embody which in turns upholds their delegated authority. Acting out on their own determination would put themselves at great risk and their countries interest, a very delicate place to be.
God will have His man or woman, and it will not be as some would have us believe that the Christian life is as some walk in the park or a piece of cake philosophy. Learning to deny self, learning to take up our Cross and learning to embrace the will of God for our lives when everything in us is screaming to the contrary will require a grace not of our own making or of this world. Yet if it is God we seek and His character we desire to be tempered within us, than it will indeed be costly, but great shall be the benefits.
“Lord if only” - these are the words of myriads of saints throughout history that have raised their voice to express their disappointment with their  circumstances,  wishing,  praying  that  things  could  be  different, better. Voices that express their unwillingness to wait any longer, they see no purpose to tarry for a God who seems indifferent to their present plight.
Voices that have gone from frustration to anger perhaps feeling unable to find peace or rest or even a shred of hope in their present condition and cannot see any light in the future for any real change for the better. Voices that have for the moment put God on the back burner or have simply shut Him out of their lives for now. Voices many times that we cannot even relate to or understand, people whose lot in life have fallen on very hard places and we find ourselves joining in with them and for them in a chorus of “Lord if only You would do something”.
We are His, His love and mercy for us is constant and never fails; His plan or purpose many times on planet earth are beyond our ability to understand, yet God has our best interest at the center of His will even though that may transcend our limited understanding and grasp and may descend to us in some very trying and uncomfortable seasons and places. God is indeed in control and in charge of every detail in our lives in this world -- let no one tell you different. Let us not be so quick to rebuke the negatives, they may turn out to be the very plans to take us to another level of maturity and intimacy.
Perhaps our heavenly Father in time will say to us, Rene, George, Mary “‘if only you had been here, if only you had spent time in my Presence, if only you had heard My voice and heeded My warnings, if only you had followed My counsel, Oh how different things could have turned out.”
Our natural instinct is to remove every vestige of discomfort. Yet Joseph spent close to 13 years in a prison falsely accused. David fled from King Saul for about the same amount of years living in the wilderness, rejected as an outcast, a rebel against the King.
What valleys of Baca (weeping) are you as an individual or as a family walking through now? (Ps. 84:6)
God did not seem to be in a hurry to rescue Joseph or David, and for whatever reasons when we are in the valley of shadows, God it appears to us anyway does not always seem to be in a hurry either. But this does not equate to His absence of His lack love or compassion.
“If only” speaks of a soul who cannot see an all-encompassing God, that sees a God unable to meet the deadlines that we have set for Him. It expresses our disappointment in a God who did not come through in the prescribed way we may have asked or even dictated.
“If only” speaks and reveals that our eyes are still partially blind to the grand work that God is indeed working in us in accordance to His will. But thank God, it does not push God away even in our lowest and darkest times when our attitudes are far from nice.
We are not always aware that He that watches over Israel neither sleeps nor slumbers.
“He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.” (Ps. 121:3, 4)
“Lord  if  only  I  was  prosperous,  if  only  this  could  have  been avoided, if only I had a better job or husband or wife or kids”.
“Lord if only I didn’t have this ailment, this sickness I could do so much for Your Kingdom”.
“Lord if only this accident could have been avoided we could have funneled so much money into the Church”.
“If  only  -  why  couldn’t  You  have  done  things  different?” Or perhaps, we could come right out and say: “Lord why didn’t You ask me first; before You went ahead and ruined my life”.
Yes, “if only You had been here” encapsulates the person who will in time learn that God is an “ever present Help in time of need”. We must come to terms with the fact that God is in fact working in our lives at present no matter how they may appear to be negative, discouraging or overwhelming.
For Noah and his family God provided an Ark in the face of devastating judgement.
Moses was carried in an Ark as a baby delivered from the hand of Pharaoh. Then later to live in the house of Pharaoh and one day take down the house of Pharaoh all by the same hand of God. When God chooses to deliver us from evil He can and He will; but many times God will equip us to go through the adversity for purposes that will one day come to light in our lives.
He has engineered for us a grace to be able to endure it, to go through the storm and not around it. To pass through the valley of the shadow of death that we might come to know His saving power in it.


“…but I press on in order that I might lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12b)
In our weakness, in our lack, when we finally reach the depth of ourselves, the bottom of all our human abilities and resources - it is here, similar to when many of us came to Christ, that God comes to us to reveal dimensions of His nature and personality not experienced in the smooth sailing of everyday life. In our quiet and broken condition Jesus shines the brighter, more real, more true, more alive!
No longer will the ‘Lord if only’ mindset dominate our thoughts or emotions, but will in time give way to the same powerful testimony Jesus exemplified for us: “Not my will but Yours be done.”




Chapter 5
If It Be Thy Will
“Our vision is so limited we can hardly imagine a love that does not show itself in protection from suffering…The love of God did not protect His own Son…He will not necessarily protect us… not from anything it takes to make us like His Son. A lot of hammering and chiselling and purifying by fire will have to go into the process.” (Elisabeth Elliott)
How often over the years have we heard when it came to just about any and every promise in the Bible that we were never to pray “if it be Thy will”? We were told that this kind of prayer was rooted in a lack of faith. We have been admonished that divine health, healing, a comfortable life, prosperity and success are at the center of God’s will for all believers and that God will make good on all Scriptural promises we deem desirable to claim and believe for, isn’t that the case?
Should we not want God’s will for everything in our lives? Are we so sure that we know God’s will and purpose for us as others have confidently  asserted?  Does  randomly  quoting  a  particular  scripture guarantee us that it will be done for us as we desire or as the promise seems to imply?
When it comes to God’s Word the Bible, we Christians for the most part bear a semblance to people who like to pick their own fruit in the local farmer’s fields and orchards. In contrast trained pickers that are hired seasonally do a thorough job of taking all the ripened fruit rummaging through the rows or the branches of the trees. The owners know that there will be no ripened fruit left behind to rot. For people who make pick your own a yearly or seasonal family outing event you can be assured that only the largest and most desirable fruit will ever get into those baskets, leaving behind a great deal of produce.
Paul admonished Timothy that he should study to show himself approved, as a labourer; one who toils through scripture and gives their Bible a thorough work out to better understand it. A workman that rightly divides, dissects and expounds the Word of truth. (2 Tim 2:15)
It appears that we have left the digging through volumes of instruction and teaching to a favoured few to finally select a few ripe cherries that appeal to us while disregarding or maybe simply preferring these desirable verses over all the others. Maybe because we are drawn to some aspect of God’s power, or the believers authority or perhaps divine health, and why not we say? We tend to select that which appeals to us, convinced to some degree that these specific verses encapsulate the whole counsel of God’s will and purpose for us as believers.
We have heard of the nobility of the Berean Christians in the book of Acts (17:11), and how they were more astute than the believers in Thessalonica in that they searched the scriptures to see if what Paul was preaching and teaching was in fact the truth. They did not just believe it because of who Paul was or because of his reputation, they studied the scriptures to verify and confirm if his preaching and testimony were in line with the Scriptures available to them. They were able to give their Amen as an endorsement, a proof and witness of the light and truth they themselves studied as they laid the scriptures alongside of what Paul was speaking to the elders and general body of believers.
From my research, and I make no claim to be noble or Berean, but Paul instructed Timothy and the New Testament disciples, that as workman who studied the scriptures, they did not need to be ashamed for their efforts or of the understanding they would glean by doing so - rightly dividing and clarifying the words of truth. The discovery of truth comes  at  the  expense  of  studying,  searching  and  comparing  verses, themes and subject matter next to other similar passages and in turn contrasting these verses within their context, the thoughts and intents of what is actually being said or implied. Let us not forget that we also have the Holy Spirit who will not speak of His own self but will only testify to the words Jesus Himself spoke in scripture - not of some new revelation we hear about so often these days.
He  will  guide  us  into  all  truth;  truth  that  falls  in  line  with what is already written in scripture. Certainly there is always room for interpretation, but we do need to consider the volume of scripture on every subject before we push the topic aside. (John 14: 26; 16:13)
Still, for ourselves and the integrity of our own hearts we must ask ourselves - have we done due diligence in our own study to understand scripture,  have  we  indeed  carefully  considered  those  novel,  singular verses that seem to bolster our pet creeds or doctrines? Do we allow the Bible to speak for itself?
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desire, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3, 4)
We are in those times! As a whole body of believers we have, in essence, relegated the responsibility of hearing from God to the leaders and like the Children of Israel we have said, “you guys go up to the Mountain of God to get the word from God, then come back and tell us what He said for we are afraid of God’s Presence”.
Someone once said that for every promise of God in the Bible there is also a condition that needs to be met in us as believers. The implication of this quote is that God waits on us to fulfill or comply to that condition before He answers. I would add that the condition may not simply rest with us, but in the overall purpose and design God reserves for Himself. This may take in a whole array of other variables such as time, circumstances, and without question God’s overall purpose.


If Scripture is any guide to us and it should be, than we can rest assured that those Old and New Testament saints that have gone on before us  did a whole lot of praying but at times failed to see or did not live to see the answer to their petitions. Were those prayers wrong or off base? Not at all, but for whatever reason, God delayed or withheld their specific request, perhaps because there was more at stake than simply answering a personal prayer request, no matter how important it seemed to be at the time.
Here are a few examples of unanswered prayers in scripture; prayed out of earnest desire but not answered for whatever reasons. Good, sincere, from contrite and compassionate saints but because more conditions were at stake or pending, conditions that were beyond their sphere of understanding, God chose not to send them the answer or sent them an alternate answer to their appeal in the time frame God alone deemed necessary.
Case in point, Paul’s prayer for the nation of Israel in Romans 10:1:
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.”
Even to the extreme end that he himself, Paul, wished that he could be accursed and separated from God for his brethren.
“For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsman according to the flesh…” (Romans 9:3)
We know that this was not fulfilled and the prayer has still not been answered. It was Paul’s heart desire that it would be, but certain conditions still to this day have not been met.
Moses in one of many instances where he intercedes before God, interceding that God would not judge the children of Israel in their many instances of rebellion and disobedience. The time came however, that God could not honor the prayer of Moses because there was more at stake here than the actual wellbeing of the insurgents. God’s name and justice was at stake and as well. Factor in the future dealings God would have with other leaders and nations. God on this occasion partially answered Moses by bringing down His judgement on the adults over 20 years of age leaving the children to carry on into the Promised Land. The Lord would allow their bodies to die in the wilderness, they would never see the Promised Land.
“…your corpses will fall in the wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me. (Numbers 14:29)
Samuel the prophet found himself weeping over King Saul in the hope that God would relent and allow King Saul to remain King after Saul had on many occasions disobeyed the Lord.
“Now the Lord said to Samuel, how long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel?” (1 Samuel 16:1)
The underlying conclusion is that we cannot know God’s detailed will for us or for any other person; their situation, their choices, their life span, or tomorrows events unless the Lord wills it and has purpose for us to know. Our gallant statements to the contrary may be somewhat mitigated and lessened by the following scripture verses.
“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” (Deut.29:29)
“Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.’ But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.” (James 4:14-16 NASB)
“Who is this who speaks and it comes to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? (Lam. 3:37)


“…but taking leave of them and saying ‘I will return to you again if God wills, ’he set sail from Ephesus.” (Acts 18:21)
“Always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.” (Romans 1:10 NASB)
“…so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company.” (Romans 15:32)

“But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will…” (1 Cor. 4:19 KJ)

“…but I trust to tarry a while with you if the Lord permit.” (1 Cor. 16:7 KJ)

“And this we will do, if God permit.” (Hebrews 6:3)
These are but a few verses that teach that since we do not know what tomorrow holds for us or the secret things in God’s heart for us personally, would not our plans, our approach and testimony be better served and attended to if we would add to our many statements “if the Lord wills” as James so aptly states? (James 4:14-16)
But what does the Lord will? For some things we can know what God’s will and purpose is for us for they are clearly written for our instruction in the Bible;
“Thy word is a light unto my path and a lamp unto my feet.” (Ps. 119:105)
Some things are clearly taught such as Thou shalt not steal or murder - clear commands and instructions that leave no doubt as to God’s meaning and will for us. Other areas tend to be more controversial, where contention and debate never seem to resolve the issues.
We may not know the particulars of God’s will for us, but we can be assured that His will for us is clearly depicted in scripture as being something good, something that will profit us and that we should wait on God for, consult Him, refrain from leaning on our own understanding before we launch out into our plans. So if the Lord is indeed my Shepherd, I may not know all the details of His will for me but I can rest assured and be confident that He leads me into path of righteousness for His Name sake no matter what I may be going through now or in the future, right?
“He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” (Ps. 23:3b; Ps. 31:3)
For all Christians the facts and specifics of our lives and journeys are a big unknown! We really do not know, so in humility as the above scriptures imply we should begin and prefix our statements with if God wills it. We should refrain from adamant conjectures that may sound bold and spiritual but in all honesty we cannot know nor have the power to bring the smallest thing to pass.
We can say and do a lot of things in the name of God or in the name of Jesus. Our prayers and plans at times are prompted more from impulse, desire, and compassion but not necessarily from obedience to divine instruction or direction with obvious results and yes the apparent lack of them!
In context to the subject I am writing about and in the framework of assurance and security for us in Christ; the Word of God is the absolute true witness that God loves us and that nothing can separate us from that love. (Romans 8: 38)
In regards to trials, suffering, or tragedy they show up at our door from time to time but for others they become life- long hardships to endure and bear. God will at times deliver us out- rightly to escape the adversity completely, but at other times God allows us to run smack into it - similar to a head on collision. We are then left with questions, doubts, fears, a dilemma, a trial, an unknown why?
Assuredly,  undoubtedly,  in  every  instance,  mishap,  shipwreck and in every moment of the day or night He loves us, and walks with us through it all. Not because we are so good or because we prayed diligently or studied our Bible, BUT because He is good and we are of great worth to Him and yes He has a great and wonderful purpose for us despite what we might be going through now or what we have been through in the past or tomorrow.
The only escape clause in Scripture is Jesus Christ; the fine print we may not chose to read gives us adequate warning that we will at some point in time pass through the fires and the waters to see what we are made of and with what material we are building our lives.
We will at some point have to remove the rose colored glasses we  have  been  wearing  that  impairs  our  vision,  preventing  us  from understanding those  valuable life lessons. In the midst of trials God impresses into our spirit man a grace: we need only abide in it. We can chose to keep re-asserting our theological position based on our past religious training and upbringing or maybe a few verses we have rehearsed over the years, but they will in no way detract God from His intended purpose and direction for our lives.
Our worst fears more than likely will be confronted. We may not want to deal with issues of lack, insecurity of various kinds, rejection, anger or trust issues but God must take us through difficult times to prove His goodness and faithfulness. Remember the tests from God are never meant to embarrass us or make us feel stupid. The test are sent to us to reveal how much of the lessons we have retained. It will expose our lacks, our deficiencies and on the flip side we will see where we remained steadfast in God’s goodness and faithfulness. Did we choose to praise and trust Him all the way through our test or perhaps our composure was peppered with a variety of meltdowns, irritations and complaints.
Yes He did promise us Paradise, a place with no sorrow or tears, but this is not that place and this is not that time. He also promised He would provide all our needs in the meantime; and He has!  The crown is laid up before us, but the race is not over, our hope and all that we are striving for that makes all of this worthwhile lies just beyond a few more valleys-a few more tears. We can sit here and complain the whole day long that this doesn’t sound like a very positive Gospel message, perhaps to many it does not but it is the word of God, in its unabridged form, an original, uncut and unedited version.
Life can be tough for all, but God designed a plan for the Christian that the hotter the trial becomes the greater the grace and the more we grow in likeness and resemblance of God as we yield to Him; all fueled by a divine enablement for each step we choose to take towards God.
For now, the present certainty that depicts this world is nothing short of a war zone and we have been placed in the center of it, for better or worse. But God set in place a great many graces to add to our arsenal of weapons of warfare and divine tools to fight the good fight of faith. The many wonderful, uplifting and personal words and close moments with the Lord are not coincidences but appointed celestial interventions to remind us and let us know, He knows us, keeps us and goes before us.
Tragically many dear saints have come to believe that Bible verses quoted from memory along with other sacred merchandise will work in some magical fashion like some amulet or talisman superstitious people string around their necks to ward off all forms of evil.
We use the Bible at times in similar fashion; verses simply pulled off the shelf of our memory banks may not in the day of trouble keep our hearts at rests or fend off oncoming gale force winds of adversity nor pull down the results we seek.
Scripture was never given to keep us from adversity and trials but rather to keep our hearts sheltered ‘in’ the tempest or trial. The power is not in the literal book itself, its pages or binding, or even scriptures stored away in our memory bank. The POWER of God’s Word is conceived in us out of our relationship and covenant to God in Christ. Shooting off verses like a machine gun at trials will not begin to eclipse the security promised us as we abide in the secret place of the Most High, our Refuge.


The verse and promise will be anchored into our spirit only as we walked through the tempest; ‘Thy will be done’ is the concession of victory in the soul who comes to know the goodness of God in every situation and is able to rest with Christ in the midst of the storm.
“Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in God for I shall again praise Him For the help of His presence.” (Ps. 42:5)
Am I saying that Bible verses are of no value or worth committing to memory? No, what I am saying is that any authority or security we have in Christ comes from our personal relationship with Him and yes only as we walk in obedience to His will. There is little power or authority in Bible verses when those who quote them do so only for personal benefit and gain without embracing the Lord Himself or His will in the relationship first and are not willing to follow His directives and obeying His commands.

One good scriptural example of this is found in the book of Acts when some Jews, namely, seven sons of Sceva tried to cast demons out of some people. Those trying to exorcise the people said to the demons “I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.”
To these Jews, Jesus was a formula or method they equated with power and authority, a wonderful idea. Just speak the formula and ‘Bang’ instant results, they did not realize that this authority came by way of relationship, a fact that they would soon find out.
“And the evil spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know Paul, but who are you?” (Acts 19:13, 14 NASB)
Then one man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them and literally beat them all up to the point that they eventually fled from there naked and wounded.
Even the demons can tell when we are walking with only a head knowledge of God’s Word being powerless to bind and move them out. Jesus we know, Paul we know, who are you? Even the demons recognize the difference.
Here are a couple of other good examples of merely trusting in icons or representations of God’s Presence and power without a genuine relationship.
The Ark of the Covenant and the brass fiery serpent Moses made to heal the people from snake bites. In both instances God gave Moses instruction on what He wanted built and the purpose for them. Each had a distinct purpose and each not only symbolized God’s power and Presence but were in fact overshadowed with it.
The pole with the brass serpent affixed to it was a source of healing to those who looked upon it after being bitten by serpents. While the Ark was the tangible object Israel could look upon to recognize God was present in all their journeys.
When we as humans revere or venerate an object, a person or a book we give those things a place or elevation not required. We may mistake it for what it actually symbolizes.
The  Ark  was  carried  into  battle where  on  one  occasion  the sons of Israel thought they could win even though they were walking in disobedience and disregarding God’s commands. They lost the battle, Eli the priest lost two sons, they were killed along with many others and the Ark was captured by the enemy. The Ark on its own was not a lucky charm or a talisman; its power came from the Presence that chose to abide with it because of the covenant that tied the nation together with their God.
The brass serpent on a pole again typified God’s Presence to heal, and all those who chose to obey and look to it were healed. Then you read how after many years it was destroyed because the children of Israel were burning incense to it. Again the pole of itself had no power to heal. (2 Kings 18:4)


We in our present day have also had our share of distractions as we have looked to the shadow and not the source of life. Jesus was questioned by the women at the well about a specific special place of worship in regards to the Presence of God on a certain mountain. Jesus simply replied in a matter of fact way, the place does not matter; the only thing necessary is the Father seeks believers who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. We have a tendency to venerate special days, places, people as holy or anointed but this is going back into religious error. We may get a touch from God at a distinct place or from a certain person, nonetheless it is God we seek. (John 4)
Jesus condenses this whole idea best with this one verse:
“You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me.” (John 5:38)
Will we be any different from other religions if we move away from words of eternal life that are God breathed personally for us in contrast to the Pharisee mindset. They had a narrow legalistic grasp of the Scriptures, believing their chosen status to be irrevocable. Standing on certain passages of Scripture to verify their call and election as God’s children would afford them special rights though they themselves did not know the true meaning of those scriptures or the power of God.
Shall  we  adopt  and  embrace  practices or  teaching  because everyone else is favoring them? Are we to run to and fro to find where God’s supposed Presence is said to be stronger, more anointed? We need not judge the motives of anyone’s heart here, I believe most believers are truly hungry and reaching to have more of God in their lives and services, these are times when so many are tossed about looking for abundant life and are willing to expend time, energy and finances to find it.
We must scrutinize our teaching and practices solely on the merits of God’s Word. Since we have the source of life living within us by the Holy Spirit, we must guard against winds of doctrines and winds of spiritual experiences blowing through the Christian Church who bear a different nature and fruit than what we see in scripture.
Most of what comes blowing through the Church doors is a detraction and a distraction away from the main thing. The danger here is to equate the lack of activity or excitement as the absence of God with the added implication that living an average life of trust in God has become BORING! We live in an age that can be best described as an age of visual and audio stimulation. It is fast paced, constantly changing and moving.
Because there is so much stuff vying for our attention in so many different venues of life and media, to simply read, study, or sing is like watching paint drying on the wall. We have come to need some kind of stimulus or aids to make the experience more like a rock concert every Sunday and Wednesday night to attract people and keep them excited or else it’s just plain dull and uninteresting. We fear that without the added stimulus our church buildings will become empty. Where is God in all of this? This is a generation where Attention Deficit Disorder is at an all-time high, but is it any wonder? Have our Churches been reduced to centers of entertainment, always looking for the next high?
The onus is on individual believers who set themselves aside in the pursuit of God. These will become the lightning rods in our assemblies bringing with them the atmosphere of Glory. God awaits the preparation of holy altars; God will respond with fire when the sacrifice gives up its last breath.
Do our convictions and beliefs rest solely upon shadows, creeds, traditions or former moves of God? Do we adopt other Christian Church cultures in an attempt to find life and excitement in God? What if God has not led us to that particular stream? Are we veering away from the main course of the river to set the stage for more of a theatre atmosphere in our sanctuaries?
If the Holy Spirit is not filling the sails of the Church with His Holy winds leading and guiding us, empowering us along then it won’t be long that something else will begin to blow the Church off course into some real flaky stuff as we have most likely seen and heard about. When we divert from the main thing we are ripe and ready for anything to come through the doors to kick start what we believe to be dead and boring. This is where human ingenuity begins to come up with creative plans to add our own winds. Attempting to move the ship along with self- made breezes and air streams in a vain endeavour to fill the sails.
When our lifestyle and walk with God gets out of step, when we lose sight of His call and purpose for our life and if our preoccupations are more in line with dreams, visions and ideals that originate out of a sense of dreariness, monotony or routine, then we should expect slight course correction God sends our way to re-establish and recalibrate our focus back to the main event. Conversely, even when we are pursuing God we should not be surprised by sudden diversions happening in our lives; rest assured the Lord is at the helm, Jesus is well aware and knowledgeable about the waters we are presently passing through.
And those vehicles of sudden events or circumstances that pull up to the curb next to us? They are in response to our prayers, these are means of transportation - custom designed means of transport sent by God - ready to take us deeper into the depth of God at His direction. They may not look familiar, in fact we may not want to get in or go anywhere other than where we feel we should be right now.
Thankfully those choices are not ours to make.
Those Divine means of transportations are going to take us to places and circumstances where we may not feel in control! We are not driving and we really have no say in the matter. Our lives in truth become so structured and repetitive (not that there is anything wrong with that) that choosing to alter our preferred comfortable course would not be an option we would chose. Keep in mind the context is not about new moves we see and hear about in the Church but rather the real life events that appear on our personal horizons.
But God’s will for us must be done and I say this in a manner that often escapes the obvious. We tend to think in terms of what we will do for God, all within the confines of our energy, time and, of course, within our control. How best can I serve Him, is our natural order of thinking. The way we would like it to unfold in our lives equates to a well chartered, bump-free ride with a lot of bells and whistles for all to take note of our wonderful progress; it’s just human nature.
Character and fruit are the all-important commodities of Heaven. We do not get a measure of it at salvation; we cannot believe it into ourselves and we cannot get it by prayer alone or by careful study of the Bible alone. It is neither traded nor sold on the Christian stock exchange. Character and fruit have to be formed in us. Like a precious metal such as gold or silver, the impurities must be removed by tremendous heat or pressure. There is no other way. Character is formed by the Crosses we are asked to bear throughout our lives. Fruit is then allowed to grow where the Cross has done its deadly work.
“Power for service is second, Power for holiness and character is first…” (Alexander Maclaren, 1905)
Certainly  there  will  be  rewards  for  our  serving,  and  we  are equipped by God with giftings, abilities and anointing to serve. But let us look deeper here to see that even our serving should be done with a heart that has denied itself in order to serve God and His people with a pure heart, without self-promotion. That pure heart will come at a very high price by way of a refiner’s fire.
God, dear friends has our backs, we are within His protective hedge and shielded at all times, No weapon formed against us shall prosper, it is not the verse that protects me, it’s the verse that taught me to abide in Him, now I must learn the lesson in actual life experiences. What I practice in times of tranquility will be proved in seasons of turmoil.
If it be Thy will… Is there anything in your life you believe is not the will of God? Is there anything in your life that you believe is the will of God? The answer should be obvious at this point then: if it is not the will of God then what’s it doing there in contradiction to our understanding of His will?
If it is not the will of God why does it remain, or why would God allow it to remain? It is important to make the distinction. What we may perceive to not be the will of God according to our present understanding may in fact be the will of God in the final analysis.
There may be issues in our life that seem to remain in spite of our intense and ongoing prayer. Can we not perhaps admit that they are allowed or even designed by God for purposes we might not be able to discern or unwilling to accept at the moment?
Let me qualify this statement by re-asserting that this person I am talking about is indeed walking in obedience and in the light he or she has available to them at the moment.
Some God ordained life events are indeed heavy to carry and many times impossible to understand. For some it may be a lifelong issue. Whatever it may be, God has and will make provision for us to bear them even though we may not understand them, we may even detest them and believe that they are demonic in nature.
Please understand I am not talking about our outright refusal and  disobedience  to  God’s  known  will  which  in  turn  may  result  in undesirable consequences we may have to bear, short or long term. Still even in this scenario, even in our times where we wandered off to serve our indulgences, God has worked all things for good for us even in that distant land while existing in the pig pens of our own design. Pig pens perhaps more than anything else become reality checks to steer us back in the right direction. God is working events in such a way that even the prodigals are given abundant grace to come to their senses and return home to Fathers house.
If it be Thy will is a statement that is saturated with the inference that one does not really know or comprehend the whole scope of whatThy will  entails.  Furthermore,  in  that  short  statement  you  also  hear a relinquishing of any and all rights or objections in subjection to that Divine will. What is not said but implied is the voice of surrender, yielding the faculties of our will in submission to God’s, out of trust in His will and purpose for each one of us, implicitly, unreservedly!
“My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will be done.” (Matt. 26:42 NASB)
The remarkable thing in this instance is that Jesus had a will of His own. He was not objecting to the Father’s will so much as He had not come to the place of a total surrender of His life and to the suffering He would willingly subject Himself to within hours.
“Father, is there another way? I will drink this cup if it is in fact the only way that Your will can be accomplished.”
Paul prayed a similar prayer in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. In fact, he entreated the Lord; he pleaded with God three times that his infirmity would depart from him. Paul did not know God’s will at this point util He prayed. The answer was not what we would consider favorable. In layman’s terms Paul said “God please remove this infirmity. This is the third time I plead with You; won’t You remove this from me?” The answer came back: “No Paul, I will not; but here is what I will do through it”.
We overcome and thus secure the victory when we acquiesce and bow our wills to God will. The strength and power of a godly life is then manifested in us when we learn to be content in God-- in weakness, distress, difficulties or insults, and yes understandably with blessings.
Some may think and have been taught that this is a “Casper Milquetoast”, spineless, wimpy and passive attitude to have, but nothing could be further from the truth. In fact this attitude of heart is a reflection of the soul of one who is no longer interested in pursuing their own destiny in the way that many contemporary teachers describe it.
Their idea of destiny is yours for the making, you dream it, you envision it and it will come to pass exactly in the way you believe it, God will bring it to pass. This is simply unscriptural! Can anyone else see a whole lot of New Age here?
This is the humanistic ideology that has infiltrated the Gospel message of today! This is the natural reasoning that has taken the center stage that finds great appeal because its focus is on us, not Christ.
Sounds very similar to the words used by Lucifer in Isaiah 14:13-14. (Check out how many I’s)
“But you said in your heart,

I will ascend to Heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God,
And I will sit on the mount of assembly
In the recesses of the North.

I will ascend above the height of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.”
Compare the mindset of the previous verse with the mindset of the following verses.
“who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a Cross. Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.” (Philippians 2:6-9)
Notice  the  huge  contrast  in  attitude,  one  is  humble  and unpretentious while the other is bold, brash and self- assertive. One approach is fueled and intoxicated by its own self- importance and power while in the other example you read where God exalts Jesus, God bestows on Him importance - the Name above every name.
Jesus did not have to take it for Himself, or confess His title by the power of His own words, He simply submitted His life to God in humility and obedience and left it in the Father’s capable hands to direct every aspect of Jesus life and ministry. This is not a bad idea when you read where the results of Lucifer’s grand plan to exalt himself landed him, in contrast to where Jesus was exalted by His Father to sit next to Him on a throne.
Remember Adam and Eve? They also serve as an example to not reach forth to grasp what God only ordains in His time and by obedience to His word.
If it be Thy will seemed somewhat distant as they gazed upon the fruit that would equip them to be strong, powerful and especially independent  from  God’s  rule  -  in  fact  like  God  Himself.  What  they considered to be a wonderful idea, an idea they believed would put them in the driver’s seat ultimately left them naked, fearful and banished from the pristine relationship they had been created to enjoy.
That is why we will all face circumstances that will unwrap us in every way and find us wanting in our own resources. It can never be about us, our power or our ability or even our power to believe or about our ability to change events by just believing it will happen. God in all His goodness will pull back the covers in His love and expose our nakedness to see that, only when we are clothed in Christ, only when we walk in unison with Him, only when we are weak and dependant on Him can we truly be like Him. For in our lowest, weakest and darkest nights of the soul, the places we humanly dread and never wish to visit, these low places become the holy altars. Altars where the true fire of God comes down to consume the sacred sacrifice of our own personal self- determination and fortitude in this needed Heavenly exchange.
My human will cannot be sanctified; it must be crucified.


That which is weak, sickly, base and infirmed when laid at the altar in submission are the very things God calls upon to confound and amaze the strong and the wise. These inferior unmentionable features we consider feeble and frail, even burdensome and at times troublesome, yes our very own personal elements of our character when refined by Heavens furnace shall become the acceptable sacrifices on the altar on which the holy fires will burn. These unseen places of internal consecration is altering the very structure of our fleshy makeup changing the substance our characters to enable us to become mighty men and women of God.
“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)
In time, we shall hopefully see, as Paul did in regard to his infirmity and suffering, that being denied our passionate prayers to be released from  these  perceived  burdens  opens  other  avenues  far  beyond  our comprehension. Our impassioned pleas seem to fall on deaf ears and our prayers appear to go unanswered, but as Paul himself experienced and communicated, these temporary light afflictions work for us an eternal weight of glory not to be compared with what we are experiencing now in the form of trials or adversity. (2 Corinthians 4:17)
“Not my will” has great reward, now and in our future.
This is not weak praying; this is releasing our life and situation into the hands of the only One who can affect any real and lasting change. Not my will prepares us for the Crosses ahead, aligns our soul to receive the grace into the present burdens of today and invites God into the lingering trials of yesterday for healing and closure.


We need never fear God’s will by praying in this spirit, for it reveals not a lack of faith but a real and genuine faith. As Abraham, we can leave our Isaacs on the altar for God’s higher purpose. Truth be told, it is when we cannot come to this conclusion that our faith is indeed weak, for it cannot let go of its own personal designs in order to truly embrace God’s. We fear that God may require the Isaac we love be placed before Him. We may not be willing to let go until we get our personal favorable answer. Let us not allow the voice of the accuser nor our own limited vision to rob us of the miracle that awaits us just beyond our surrender. In Genesis, Able offered what God required while Cain offered up his personal choice of sacrifice.
Speaking promises into the situation is not necessarily evidence of faith if we haven’t come to the hallowed place of admission and concession ready to acknowledge “if it be Thy will”.
Should we want anything else but God’s will? Does real faith protest hardship and difficulty? Can we see that maybe we have been misled to believe that all forms of adversity are to be resisted as originating from the hand of the devil? Thus missing the peace, rest and purpose of God in the midst as we strive to battle and counterattack enemy lies?
Does the eye of my faith look to my ability to believe or should it look beyond the finite and see the Lord high and lifted up? As children of God we will at some point have to admit that God is either in charge or in control of my life or He is not. There can be no partial dominion from His point of view, only from our own. Areas where we need to let go of what we believe faith actually is and concede to God that we are open to embrace the sovereign will of a good and omnipotent God overseeing every detail of our lives.
“The Lord has established His throne in the Heavens;
And His sovereignty rules over all.
Bless the Lord all you hosts,
You who serve Him, doing His will.” (Psalms 103:19, 21)


Let me shift a little here to tell you a true story which involves people I know personally. I have changed the names and I have also asked permission to use their story in this book. This story is an example of what real life looks like for some who have been selected by God to carry burdens beyond anything the average Christian person would care to try or believe for.
The story begins with the birth of a little girl - we shall call June. You can imagine the excitement at the arrival of this precious addition to their family. It wasn’t long after her birth that little things about June began to give her parents great concern. At first they were just set aside, but the time came when  their concerns turned to fear and anxiety. Their precious little gift from God had been born severely mentally and physically challenged. They were crushed!
This couple had a lot of questions as to why this should happen to them. My friend Marcus shared with me over coffee that for months and months June would cry all night long until the early morning hours and then being so worn out, she would finally fall asleep. They believed that she was in some kind of pain but little June was not able to tell them.
For Marcus this all came to a head one evening past midnight coming home after a shift at work. He describes how when he got home that night. As usual June was crying in her bed and like usual Marcus went to the bed, picked her frail little frame up into his arms and brought her to the rocking chair and began to rock her quietly. June continued to cry in his arms, then the tears began to flow down Marcus’s face rocking silently in the darkened living room. He told me, in that moment a cry from deep within his heart went out to God.
Marcus couldn’t understand why - why was June born this way?
“God  you  don’t  make  junk,  but  these  thoughts  have  been bombarding my mind all this time, I feel overwhelmed to the place where I just want to run away and hide from all of this.”


In that very moment, God spoke to Marcus in a way that only God can speak: “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him dumb or deaf, seeing or blind, is it not I?”
At  that  moment Marcus  understood  that  God  had  sent  this beautiful little girl into their lives for a reason. At that moment things changed inside as he accepted what had been given to him was not an unacceptable burden or source of despair nor was it junk!
Close to thirty years later Marcus lights up as he talks about his little girl. She remains a precious gift from God in their lives.
Has there been suffering and sacrifice? More than we will ever know: feeding her, bathing and dressing her, tending to every little need for nearly three decades. The demand is 24/7 for Marcus, his wife and their family to lay aside their own needs to care for a young women who cannot converse, feed herself, dress herself, walk, brush her own teeth, run or help herself in any way.
How is that for a test of your faith? A gift from God? Certainly. Has there been a price to pay? What about disappointment and despair? Certainly. Do they see the hand of God in all of this? Certainly, and certainly God has deposited in this family a love and compassion and a whole lot more that cannot be obtained any other way.
Marcus sees no big devil to blame. That night he heard and accepted the will of God for their lives as a Christian family and personally as a man who loves and serves God with all his heart.  It would not be easy as the years have proved; there has been a price to pay in many ways, nevertheless June remains the darling of their hearts.
“Not my will but yours” - how liberating!
I don’t have to bear the burdens alone, I never have to fear what’s around the next corner. I don’t have to worry about the devil getting a lucky shot into me, for God watches over me.


What can my will avail me? It cannot change one hair on my head, neither can it chart the correct course for my life. But surrendered to God, I can do all things in Christ. I need not try to map my own way since God has a better one for me. To be truly at rest in God is to place all my assets, dreams, plans and life into His capable hands and like Jesus, rest in the bow of the boat even in the storm. We shall arrive at God’s preferred destination for us, we shall do mighty exploits and we shall accomplish our callings as God alone sees fit for us, but along the way the Lord shall arrange many moments for us to see and comprehend His glory, power and majesty while resting in the bow of the boat with Him through the storm, for my times are in His hands. (Ps.31)
“Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10)




Chapter 6
The Storms of Life: An Undeniable Reality
“God brings men into deep waters not to drown them but to cleanse them.” (James H. Aughey)
I felt that to accentuate this Biblical truth that God is indeed in charge and in control of every aspect of our lives, I would continue to reassert this fact by looking a little more into the life of the apostle Paul. I do mention some other Biblical characters again in this chapter to make this all-important point in the hope that it will be anchored into our hearts:
Trials and adversity are no accidents or plots hatched in Hell against the saints of God. Rather they are the designed strategies of our Heavenly Father sent with great purpose. Some points I have already made but chose to reassert them in different ways to further anchor this valuable truth deep within our hearts:
“I walked a mile with Pleasure
She chattered all the way But left me none the wiser For all she had to say.
I walked a mile with Sorrow
And ne’er a word said she
But oh, the things I learned from her

When Sorrow walked with me.”
Robert Browning Hamilton


The apostle Paul is in a class of his own when it comes to tough times. There is no other disciple in scripture that has been through the literal wringer of pain and affliction more than Paul. God in His infinite wisdom sent a prophet to a room where a blind and laid up Paul waited shortly after his conversion to announce to him:
“for I (God) will show him (Paul) how much he must suffer for My names sake.” (Acts 9:16)
How many of us would appreciate a prophetic word like that as a newly saved believer?
“... in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. Five times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.” (2 Corinthians 11:23-27)
“God will not look you over for medals, degrees, or diplomas but for scars.” Elbert Hubbard
How is that for a job resume?  His testimony was the undeniable proof of God’s limitless grace. Not just enough to sustain Paul to get by the tough times, but an equipping and empowering to live and do the work of a ministry that encountered every realm of darkness of man’s fallen estate. A job that very few would stand in line to apply for. Paul was in, all truth, the indestructible man of the New Testament.


Gifts equip us to do the work for God, but grace works God within us. Grace is sent from Heaven not to make up the difference of our frail human capability but to convince us that there is nothing good or adequate within us to span the great expanse of our shortcomings. In time we shall realize as Paul did, that our weakness is not a curse, but a great blessing opening our spiritual eyes to see the all - encompassing goodness of God, keeping us from our destructive tendencies to exalt ourselves out of spiritual pride as He calls and anoints us to love and serve Him firstly and then His people.
Paul’s trials were not your everyday kind of problems that show up at your door on Monday morning, but they were a first century brutal reality for Paul. We read over these real life dramas at times without sitting back  and  pondering  that  real  people  suffered through  unimaginable calamity and for many -- repeatedly. Not everyone made it through alive, but those that did came through with an unshakable assurance that God was indeed in every microscopic details arranging and coordinating the unfolding of His will in their ongoing unfolding conditions.
We read through the book of Acts and we are awed at God’s amazing  attention to  each  point  as  He  weaves  through  the  lives  of countless believers and unbelievers alike, displaying His wonderful acts of wonder and power by His Holy Spirit. We marvel at the miracles and signs and inside at times we envy them to some extent desiring that God would once again move powerfully in us and in our churches in this present hour.
Let me ask you at this point, what was the spiritual climate like in Israel before the birth of Jesus and the dawning of the New Testament Church?
In truth there wasn’t much of anything spiritual happening? In fact from the time of Malachi’s last words in the Old Testament to the New Testament, beginning with John the Baptist, his birth and ministry - four hundred years had passed by.
Then came  the  glorious  proclamation  by  the  angel  of  God announcing the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus by Mary in Bethlehem.


Why four hundred years? Who really knows? We can only surmise that when God’s timing is at hand - God initiates the plan and the purpose and aligns all the players into the picture He’s planning to paint. Who was awake for the moment? Which person understood the times or the intention of God and what He was about to commence? Who knew what God was about to enact at that time in human history? Not a soul!
“As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven- things into which angels long to look.” (1 Peter 1:10-12)
Prophets and angels did not grasp the grace and scope though they desired to see and understand the gospel that Jesus would come to announce and embody as the Son of God and the untold sufferings He would experience.  The verse says that it was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but us; a people who would come later in time and purpose to partake of the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ, His multiple blessings and yes, the fellowship of His sufferings.
So the substance at hand is that God engineers the plans for peoples, nations, you and me. God initiates the plans, and then works all things according to His own will in those plans. If God prepares the plans for you and me, then it would be to our benefit to know those plans and to choose to follow those plans, right?


So often, as well-meaning people we tend to place the cart before the horse as the saying goes. We enact the plans and then ask God to bless our endeavors. This is backwards in every respect.
Over the years I have heard statements such as prayer move the hands of God. I believe that to be true when those prayers fall within the will and purpose of God.
After many  years  of  reading  the  Bible,  biographies  and  auto biographies of men and women of faith, I am more convinced than ever that wonderful and powerful moves of God in Church History were not a result of the genius nor fortitude of those saints twisting the hands of a distant apathetic or an unwilling God.
The spark that ignited their hearts and souls to hours and days of passion and desperation was an ember from Heaven already burning in the heart of God. A hot coal affixed to the end of God’s finger that as it touched the souls of men and women it burst into flames kindling an insatiable desire for the purposes of God to be accomplished on the earth through feeble human conduits.
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’ Then I said, here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)
Whatever is birthed in the hearts of men for the Kingdom of God originated in God.
“also we have obtained  an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will.” (Ephesians 1:11)
Let us get back to Paul. Paul did not save himself or decide to walk down a road filled with unimaginable hardship of his own accord. He wasn’t crazy! God called Paul according to His plan and His purpose, (remember the prophetic word God sent to Paul). Paul was to walk down a road that would bring glory to God, bring the Gospel to all those sitting in darkness, write a good portion of the New Testament and bring Paul into a fellowship of Christ-suffering that would transcend any self-preserving plans Paul may have had or wanted for himself. Plans that could in the end cheat him out of the fullness of Christ in his own life and others and the eternal reward to follow.
Paul may have been unique in his calling and appointment but he was still a Christian like you and I. No sane person would choose to take the road of adversity just to suffer for Jesus!
“Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God.” (2 Corinthians 3:5)
“For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13)
Dear saints, we are not our own; we have been bought with a price. (1 Cor.6:20; 7:23) Do we really, honestly believe that we are the master of our own souls? Can we navigate this Christian journey from our own resources and ingenuity? Will we finally at some point conclude that as a believer I am in the hand of God for better or for worse? No accidents, no coincident, luck or fate.
But, like Paul, we are in the hand of God rendering us indestructible.
We can no longer dictate or argue about what authority God has over us or the direction of where He leads us. Every time we come to the Crossroads of two wills - ours and God’s - you can be sure that the Lord Himself has brought us to this juncture. This is our defining moment, to ignore the teachable moment is to do so at our own confusion and eventual harm.
We need to understand that God is not some strict disciplinarian out to make our lives miserable; He is a loving Father, desiring to teach us and instruct us into His ways to be more than we are of ourselves desiring for us a true communion with Him. We might not enjoy or appreciate the route and direction we sense we are heading into. We may still after many years and multiple encounters with God want to reject the discipline He uses to instruct or correct us. Perhaps we can embrace that God is the architect in our good times but we are still not convinced in seasons of darkness or when passing through some wilderness treks.
Perchance we are still of the mindset that God is simply a good God but a passive uninterested bystander looking on when it comes to evil, just letting things flow into whatever direction they may take.
Maybe you are of the opinion that as a believer you would rather live a more peaceful life for God. Your argument may be that you are content and happy to remain right where you are without more drama. You are content and thankful with your lot in life as it is.
The three Hebrew captive friends of Daniel come to mind at this point. It is a great story found in Daniel chapter 3. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon has erected a giant golden image of himself. The command went out to all: “when the music begins to play everyone great and small are to bow down and worship the image.”
Here  we  find  these  three  Hebrew  captives,  young  men  of incredible faith and integrity who themselves are caught in an awkward place with no wiggle room to squirm out of. They have gone through their share of problems up to this point and are now in the place where as the King’s counsellors they are beginning to enjoy the prestige, peace and quiet that has been long in coming.
What in the world is going on here? Whose dumb idea was this? Now, we are really in a bind here. Who could have seen this coming they must have thought to themselves? When everything was going so well for us and now this!
Had I been one of those three captives, I can see myself sizing up the situation and making the not so earth shattering observation: “There is no way to get out of this, we are toast!”
Remember, these guys are captives in a strange land; there is no army ready to rush in and save them nor any civil rights advocates prepared to defend them before a panel of judges. They have only two choice: obey the King by worshipping the idol and live or disobey the command, trust in their God and die.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the King;
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O King. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O King, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18)
Could this be a Heavenly glitch or a divine malfunction? How could my life all turn upside down in such a short moment of time? Could God allow His beloved people to be put in such a difficult life threatening situation?
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you;” (1 Peter 4:12 KJ)
Please bear with me for a moment here while we take this verse apart and draw out its full meaning to better understand the resolve we find in every man and women of faith we read of in scripture and especially our three Hebrew champions. (Take a moment as well to re- read Hebrews chapter 11. The hall of faith honors individuals whose faith was tested in adversity, not in its absence)
Strange (Greek): to be a host, entertain, lodge or do not treat it as a strange.
The   fiery   trial   (Greek):  (ignition,  smelting  (conflagration, calamity as a test) burning, trial.


To   try   (Greek):   putting  to   proof,   experience,   solicitation, discipline, by implication-adversity, temptation.
Happened (Greek): to walk together, to concur
Using the amplified meaning of the Greek words let us use them in that same scripture to magnify the full intent of what Peter was trying to convey to us. 
Dear loved ones, do not deny the fact, but entertain, host and let this idea lodge in you. The trials, though they are in fact as a burning, smelting furnace, a calamity, a test, will in fact come towards you, near you, even at your very side. Temptation and adversity will put you to proof, this should not be viewed as something foreign or novel that will walk together with you down this road of faith.
Our well planned lives are introduced to some well-planned trials - unavoidable, sudden out of nowhere, no longer in control and with no solutions to alter the course. Yet we are instructed by the above verse not to think it strange or foreign if our lives take a sudden turn, or some other unforeseen event is placed in our path.
The fiery furnace that was meant to physically consume and destroy our three Hebrew friends ultimately became the furnace that spiritually transformed them, purging the internal gold of faith in their hearts to an all-time purity and ultimately setting them free. What did they have that we admire their testimony so much?
What is it about them that shine’s out like a burning light?
I hope we realize that this was not their first encounter with hardship or trials, nor ours. These were young men had been set aside for the King’s court after the overthrow and plunder of Israel. They were marched back to Babylon as captives under less than ideal conditions over hundreds of miles. What horrific moments they must have gone through during the collapse of their beloved nation, seemingly abandoned by God and found deficient in the balance by God’s justice. By God’s decree, their nation was overthrown by a heathen foreign power and taken away captive to a strange land - a heathen and barbaric land.
So the literal, tangible fiery furnace was now their ultimate test. Certainly as Hebrew boys they had been trained up in in the Word of God, grown up into young men in the ways of Jehovah but what could conceivably have prepared them for this hour? Now out of nowhere, the King erects an idol of himself and requires all men great and small bow and worship. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who came up with this brilliant idea that was to be their crowning and decisive moment of faith?
The King’s plan was to assure himself that all great and small would be subject and loyal to him even if by threat of the sword. But God used the trial and the threat of fire to purge a loyalty not to King Nebuchadnezzar, but to God Himself.
It would have been easy to just fake it - bow outwardly but inside maintain your faith in your one true God. Where would that have led? It may have saved their skin for the moment but everything they were as believers was at stake - integrity, honesty, honor and trust. Bowing was not an option for them, although the thought would have been whispered to them by the Devil to save themselves  so that they could live on as important advisors with Daniel or in other good causes seated on the King’s advisory panel.
The test is always between saving ourselves and living for the moment or taking the alternate God-route that comes with a price tag.
No! We will not serve your gods or bow down to your image. For God will deliver us out of your hand.’ They were young men that had been raised up on the heritage and legacy of other great heroes of their faith and now it was their moment to stand true and firm in the face of death.
“But even if God does not” get me out of this mess, I am not going to compromise what I believe and stand for. Even if these trials cloud Your face O God, where I cannot see You or feel Your Presence, I will continue to trust in Your unchanging word that You are with me, even in the furnace.
You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, And Your right hand will save me. The Lord will accomplish what concerns me; Your loving kindness, O Lord, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” (Ps.138:7, 8)

A popular Christian song of the past said it like this:
“Through it all, through it all I’ve learned to trust in Jesus, I’ve learned to trust in God.
Through it all, through it all I’ve learned to depend upon God’s word.” (Refrain)
One of the verses of that song also makes good theological sense.
“So I thank God for the mountains, and I thank Him for the valleys
I thank Him for the storms He’s brought me through
Cause if I never had a problem I wouldn’t know that He couldsolve them
I wouldn’t know what faith in His word could do.”
(Andrae Crouch)
The deep void that brought us initially to Christ was temporarily filled and satisfied in our primary steps with God. Then after some time we began to realize that deep ache and yearning could not be abated with the former toys and distractions we had been accustomed to. Although promoted and emphasized at large in the Church as God’s blessings and favor (which they are) the longing for God stirring within us looks beyond the portals of time and earthly assets. Through the course of time and adversity we will come to discover the opening, a passage into the Chamber of the King; there to gaze on His Majesty that will in time, lift us into the very arms of Splendor.
In the general opinion of the Church we view suffering, trials or adversity as  pluses  and positives only when they are attached to evangelism or missionary work.
The main reason for this is that we perceive in ourselves the clear distinction that the devil and all manner of evil is resisting the work and spread of the Gospel. In our view it is simply black and white, it’s either good or bad, devil or God. It’s O.K. and blessed of God to suffer when we are actively doing what we perceive as God’s work. We have made a distinction compartmentalizing the sacred and the profane or, in other words, the religious work of professional clergy or missionaries and what most of us do every day and that is simply try to live an ordinary life that glorifies God in some way or another.
Living out the Gospel as living epistles known and read by all men. (2 Cor. 3:2)
We have enshrined persecution as the only acceptable means of suffering in the kingdom!
However, we have a very different view when we suffer and face adversity or walk into some tragedy or mishap. Then, the consensus is no longer a plus but a minus to be rejected as not from God. If it is not some form of persecution we suffer for, then it is a suffering devoid of God or of His divine purposes - end of story as the popular mindset goes!
We may even go so far as to say “well this can’t be God but I suppose God can take this terrible thing you’re going through and work it for good”. Yet we remain adamant in our resolve never to admit or come to grasp that our Sovereign God in the administration of His eternal will has worked out every detail of our lives. God has not only allowed the negatives but, in most cases, has engineered them for our eternal wellbeing in the transformation of our upward call. How big is our God anyway?
Who’s in control of your life? Have you despaired of life lately; has your burden been excessive? Will we profess that life’s trials are birthed in the domain of darkness - schemes master-crafted by some prince of darkness? Or are these not the greater works of God meant not to destroy us but to construct. Are our perceptions so limited and our understanding of the Bible so prejudiced?
Please do not misunderstand me, you can be sure that in the midst of the storm like Paul, we will do everything we can to stay afloat, and in the center of all the chaos and upheaval the devil is there accusing us for being stupid or perhaps blaming others for being stubborn and not listening to our sound advice. Or accusing God for not caring for our precious lives as the disciples did to Jesus in a similar storm. Or the self- preservation that ruled some of the soldiers with the plan of taking the small boat to safety while leaving the others behind to perish in the large battered vessel in Paul’s account of the storm at sea.
Paul was in the company of others that were in fact also in the hand of God; being burdened excessively, beyond their natural strength to the point where they despaired of life.
Where in the world was God in all of this we would ask? So often it is the devil we see. We have not yet come to the place of seeing God in His rightful place.
Paul and his companions onboard the ship on their way to Rome did not command the seas and the storm to be still as many in this present day would have tried. They submitted themselves rightly to the fact that they were in the hand of God and accepted whatever circumstances that would befall them.
For Paul, as the angel said, “is to appear before Caesar.” Nothing could derail that purpose.
We might have ramped up our warfare against the devil and all earthly elements in an all- out campaign resisting him for this dastardly plot to crush these dear saints of God especially when they had served God so faithfully. Yet Paul could confidently assert:


“… indeed we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.” (1 Cor.1:9 NASB)
With God there is always a mission inside of a mission. The messenger  being  sent  to  declare  and  instruct  the  masses  into  the things of God is in essence an individual paying a high price as he or she themselves are being tested and altered in the process. We may not all be evangelists or Pastors but for the average person living out their lives in seeming obscurity they are no less out of God’s purposes or designs for the transformation of their lives through the everyday trials they face.
Let us push away the temptation and mindset to call the work of God anything but holy. The Pharisee in us will always tend to resist the works of God while holding to isolated cherry picked scripture verses. An effort to repel any form of weakness, an attempt to cloak our nakedness while we secretly resist the Cross. Certainly as in Paul’s case God’s ways are beyond the natural mind as it strives at times to explain how something so negative shall one day glorify His wonderful name and purpose.
Paul knew then and there that no weapon formed against him could prosper. His focus was not on the devil, the wind or the seas, without a doubt the devil was in the picture as he is many times in our storms, but he is nothing more than an instrument in the employ of God mentioned earlier.
Nothing more than a chisel or a hammer chipping away at all the excess material that conceals the workmanship of God’s final image in us.
Jesus as He began His ministry was led of God into the wilderness to be tempted, this was in God’s plan not the devils. Jesus HAD to walk through that season to experience the ultimate battle of the mind. He understood the trial was necessary, He was not beyond the test, and in fact the trial would equip Him for the ultimate future encounter with Satan. Jesus learned to obey in suffering.


For although He was a Son He learned obedience from the things He suffered. (Ps. 27:5; Hebrews 5:8)
Jesus Himself quoted scripture which should not surprise us but what might be an eye opener is the scripture he quoted speaks of the life of someone who abides in God in the face of evil tidings.
In Psalm 91 God promises that He will deliver them through the various calamities because they love God and “know his everlasting name”. It is in the trial that we come to know, really know, the Person of God and where we come to know the person of us. (Ps. 91:14)
In every type of suffering and storm that we will ever encounter in our lives we need never wonder where God is and why He would allow us to enter and experience such dark moments.
For the three Hebrew young men being tossed into the furnace more than likely they thought they were dead. Yet an angel entered the flames to save them.
Daniel was thrown into a Lion’s den to be devoured yet he was not harmed by the beasts.
Jonah, despite his disobedience, finished his appointed task with the miraculous help of God.
Christians from every century obeyed the command of God. All walked through difficult seasons and were sheltered by God until such time as God purposes for them was concluded. Indestructible all the while.
Who can prepare for such trouble? This is why our walk with God is a walk of faith not fear. We learn in our infant spiritual years to trust God and our confidence in His goodness also takes root and anchors us into His undeniable love and care for us. This is done to prepare and establish us for future years as we learn the valuable lessons of His faithfulness.


Even natural child rearing offers great lessons to parents who understand that children must be taught and instructed about life, morals, integrity and godly ethics.
Our responsibility as parents is to instruct and at times discipline our children when they refuse to adhere to certain rules even defying authority in the home. To laugh or disregard such bad attitudes and displays would be to fail as parents thinking that letting them off the hook and giving in to their demands will alleviate or dispel selfish temperaments.
Lessons may be theoretical in their initial presentation to young children, as we mature the practical application will certainly drive the lessons home to be remembered for years and also shape the developing child with characteristics that motivates the parents to continue to invest in their godly development.
We may not understand why God allows the storms much in the same way we did not understand as children the discipline, training and instruction our parents dole out to us. Love is the motive that calls parents to apply the necessary incentives so the child in time will choose with understanding the right and profitable ways for their lives. Human parenting misses the mark and at times falls short of the ideal we ourselves know to be right. This nonetheless, cannot be said of God.
If we sit with offence harboring anger and disappointment with God and His purposes, it is only because we have stopped short of gaining the whole wonderful lesson meant to enrich us beyond our own desires and limited grasp of the moment.
If we have been sidelined with hopelessness, feeling God has left us far behind, BE encouraged that His love has no limits and His grace has no measure. We can begin where we left off.
“ fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.” (Hebrews 12:2-3)
What we cannot see at times of great heartbreak and suffering is the purpose; we cannot grasp the whys. For us it is all about momentary loss, pain, heartache and bitter memories that we may have harbored from past experience. What can be of any redeeming worth in this mess? I have worked all my life, is this to be the sum of my life work? How can God allow this or can God even be in this?
If we have only been able to view the present tense of our circumstances and for whatever reason fail to see the eternal purposes God may have, then yes this can only be a valley of tears down here. If any athlete in their rigorous training schedule  are only able to focus on the long and grinding discipline of exercise and training, the untold months and years of sacrifice at the expense of any and all other enjoyment they will in time be overwhelmed and decide to  throw in the towel and quit. There has to be the hope of reward at the end of their quest.
“Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has great reward.” (Hebrews 10:35)
For  believers  of  every  age  the  enduring  provision  that  has vouchsafed our trust and assurance in God’s eternal goodness through life bitter moments has been what we read about in the following passages of God’s Word.
“... who for the joy set before Him endured the Cross despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2 NASB)
“… and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.” (Hebrews 10:34 NASB)
“… because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel.” (Col.1:5 NASB)
“… in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8 NASB)
“To obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” (1Peter 1:4)
Where in all truth does our treasure and inheritance lay? We all, without exception need that reassurance over and over again, a word of encouragement that is meant to lift our spirit when being tossed about in our storms and doubts begin to surface within our hearts. Paul was given such a word in his storm. Though it had raged for days on end and all those aboard despaired of life, God sent an eleventh hour messenger, an angel to remind Paul of God’s faithfulness.
Paul was to appear before Caesar, nothing could prevent that from happening. This storm was not his demise, but only a detour by which God would once again be glorified and the Gospel extended for many others sitting in the darkness of sin on an insignificant small island in the stormed tossed sea. God was making course correction in the process making sure that everyone aboard would be saved and all would step on land to witness more of the miraculous which God had planned for the forgotten native inhabitants there. The circumstances looked dire and grim but God was in every detail.
I know for myself I have found myself believing the truth about God Word but at times of great testing found myself floundering with doubt and fears about the outcome. I somehow knew that I would come through the better for it, but my fears and anxiety lay in the fact that “the ship and all the contents will be lost but everyone aboard will be saved.” You see, we want to come through the storms with everything intact; we prefer to have no loss of any kind. We want the character of God and the Presence that the fire of trials forge into our souls. But we also like the baggage and all the stuff; we don’t want to be without our precious cargo.
We have to resign ourselves to the fact that whatever losses we have incurred along our spiritual journey has been because God knew it was necessary to facilitate our upward call in Christ. We may carry regret, (which may have to be repented of and healed) but it is imperative that we see every loss as gain and not too dear a price to pay for the transition taking place within us. To continue to mourn over the past and over our personal losses reveals the importance we have placed upon our baggage and perhaps the very reason God has had to make adjustments at this juncture lest the weight of our baggage take us down and choke out the life of God within us or maybe these ‘good things’ would in time deflect our progress away from God’s ultimate purpose. Rest assured, we will arrive with more than enough intact, we need not settle only for only good.
God will make sure that we arrive with the best.
For any sailor or fisherman who makes their life on the seas, storms are an accepted and undeniable reality. For the seasoned mariners, the storms have taught them many valued lessons of life. They are men and women who prepare and equip themselves to meet whatever tempest, as they live their lives subsisting on the great waters. Secure as one could be in the vessel and rigging of their ship, they embark their vessels in preparation for good and the bad, the calm and tempestuous.
Our lesson as well; our equipping must be grounded on the Word of God alone, not for one season of gentle rains but for a lifetime of sudden cyclones and squalls of life that may persist beyond our natural provision to hold out or to withstand them. Yes, there may be storms and loss, it happens. However, we will become adept seamen, no longer fearful of sudden storms or loss of baggage, our vessel will have weathered the tempest and we shall return once again to a peaceful port.
Hopefully  we  will  not  discover  in  our  great  moments  of desperation through harsh realization that our faith was founded only on the sands  of contemporary church cultures  or popular  pet doctrines  of men's wisdom, but instead find our convictions built on the unshakeable provision of God's Word alone.




Chapter 7
Their Finest Hour
Throughout  human  history  in  the  annals  of  great  empires, kingdoms, wars or of emerging nations, peoples and leaders we come across certain individuals who, despite the overwhelming conditions of their infirmity, struggle or adversity, managed to come through the better for it. Some lived to fight on, others were resurrected having won the race with the ultimate sacrifice - their physical lives.
This  timeless  song  by  George  A.  Young  (1903)  captures  the indomitable spirit Christians of every age have exemplified in their race to reach the finish line, entitled “God Leads Us Along”.
“In shady green pastures, so rich and so sweet, God leads His dear children along;
Where the water’s cool flow bathes the weary one’s feet, God leads His dear children along.

(Refrain)
Some through the waters, some through the flood Some through the fires, but all through the blood; Some through great sorrow, but God gives a song, In the night season and all the day long.
Sometimes on the mount where the sun shines so bright,
God leads His dear children along; Sometimes in the valley, in darkest of night, God leads His dear children along.
(Refrain)
Though sorrows befall us and evil oppose, God leads His dear children along;
Through grace we can conquer defeat all our foes, God leads His dear children along.
(Refrain)
Away from the mire and away from the clay, God leads His dear children along;
Away up in glory, eternity’s day, God leads His dear children along.
(Refrain)
Some through the waters, some through the flood, Some through the fires, but all through the blood; Some through great sorrow, but God gives a song, In the night season and all the day long.”


The first time I heard this song years ago, I can’t tell you how moved I was inside. I was at a church meeting and there was a short film playing that night. We sat there watching the true story of Christian survivors in Uganda that had endured the horrific murder and mass killings of their families. They themselves had barely escaped, some still injured by the butchery inflicted upon them by neighboring tribes in an all-out attempt to exterminate the faith of these dear saints.
There they were, though not all visibly happy, but you could hear the triumphant expression of joy in the song as they sang:
Some through the waters, some through the flood, some through the fires BUT ALL through the blood, some through great sorrow BUT God gives a song in the night season and all the day long.
All these precious people would now have to face an uncertain future, a future which no longer included members of their family, friends, fellow Christians.
They would have to persevere with the graphic memories of how so many of their loved ones had been cruelly slaughtered by men blinded with hatred, unleashing Hell’s full wrath as Satan tried to extinguish the life of God in that nation pouring forth his full wrath.
The incredible thing was in the fact that they were able to rise up at all in their grief and loss to bless God. I am sure that they did not have the answers of why. They may have even struggled with that whole idea of God’s goodness or faithfulness, but they did not stop, they understood most likely by the Bible teaching they had been exposed to that this was indeed part and parcel to the Biblical Christian faith.
What I saw in them was real, vibrant and most of all powerful! Their faith was tested beyond anything we may have come to experience here in the West. It radiated such a power that I can imagine the demons in Hell must have trembled when they heard them begin to sing. Hell had thought to silence the Gospel once and for all, but the fires of Hell only help purify the heavenly gold deposit in each soul. The Christian Church rose from the blood of the saints and by the blood of the Lamb to walk through Satan’s incinerator a more glorious Church without spot or wrinkle. Indeed their finest hour!
In another part of the world in another place, another time another darkness looming on the horizon of Europe where certain key figures were making their marks on history that for some will live on into infamy and in contrast others would long be identified with courage, resilience and valour in the darkest hours of their lives and their nation.


Branded into our minds are the names of Hitler, Goering, Stalin, Himmler conjuring up a disgust and loathing. The average well balanced person is not able to fully comprehend how human beings can embody such evil. These men long dead yet their lives continue to communicate some of the most malicious deeds ever inflicted upon humankind. Their names have become synonymous with evil.
Were these men and others like them born monsters with horns and a tail? For many they were husbands, fathers who went back to their homes and families blocking out the atrocities they had just perpetrated on  innocent  human  beings  that  day.  Living  what  most  would  find impossible to believe; a normal life with loved ones, somehow being able to push the horrific events into some mental vault kept locked away from even their own conscience.
What caused them to change, to embrace an ideology so evil? Certainly in the years preceding the Second World War an economy, a belief system and a vision paved the way for a vast brainwashing turning the German populace in this case against its own citizens whose cultures, values and beliefs were different than the greater public.
A well devised political machine without regard for human life, touted and esteemed as a supposed ideal model for greatness and power, a chosen race, a Millennial reign! Yet in reality an unbeknownst plan conceived in the pits of Hell. A deadly pestilence ready to be thrust unto its own citizens and the unsuspecting world. Compelling all inhabitants to comply with its nefarious dictates as accomplices upon an unwary populace who could not foresee the onslaught and realization of this demonic vision. Thus bringing an engulfing destructive pestilence spewed from the very bowels of this deranged visionary.
Across the channel another nation was preparing for the worst as it watched in horror the Nazi forces much like an avalanche, wipe away all resistance against them from neighboring countries with little effort. In England another vision was being birthed in a newly elected Prime Minister that would consolidate and unite the British people and in time become the clarion call to the Allied forces of Britain’s determination to fight on till the last man or women.
One of the most memorable speeches ever given by a leader to galvanize a nation and raise the banner of valour in the face of the impending blitzkrieg of German forces was given by Winston Churchill in the House of Commons on June 18, 1940, the day that France capitulated to Germany:
“If we can stand up to him (Hitler), all Europe may be free and the life of the world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands. But if we fail, then the whole world, including the United States, including all that we have known and cared for, will sink into the abyss of a new Dark Age made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the lights of perverted science. Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will say: ‘This was their finest hour.’ ”
As it turns out, they dug in for what would be years of bitter struggle. They became the buffer, the barrier that would shield the West. They took a relentless pounding from bombers and early prototype V1 and V2 missiles launched from occupied France and the Netherlands before the States declared war on the Axis powers and entered the war after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour. It was Britain’s finest hour - a result of their combined sacrifice and suffering.
They fought on as individuals and as a nation, they stood strong, unflinching and steadfast but at long last with the help of their allies the war was won and Europe was released from that nightmare. The darkest years; endless years of toil, suffering and adversity, years that would in time require the ultimate sacrifice of so many thousands.
In historical hindsight England’s darkest hour did in fact become England’s “Finest Hour”.


Tyrants and murderers who, for some reason beyond our ability to comprehend, write their own chapter of human History by brute force and unimaginable carnage. Nonetheless, they, like all of us, are recipients of an allotment of time. For these infamous characters, they are as Jesus said to Pilate “this is your hour and the power of darkness.” A time frame, a specified period where they are allowed to unleash mind numbing horror and destruction as though some powerful dark angel had been released from the abyss. Human history has recorded many similar pages, dark, hellish moments where men, who outwardly for a time at least, seemed to be  good men, were taken or possessed by some mysterious force driven to do the unconscionable.
When all around the forces of darkness are consolidating and exerting their influence upon men, women or governments, in the past and you can be sure in the future.
Where will our soul abide in that hour? What shall hold us to truth and righteousness?
We  may  think  ourselves  unmoveable  or  unshakeable,  only because we may have never experienced anything like Peter did in the courtyard after Jesus arrest. That night was enveloped with formidable malevolent entities beyond the scope of the tangible – they were seeking to further reduce the ranks of the disciples. Peter only moments earlier had vowed with his life that he would never deny his Lord. They had all openly contested for the chief places of honor and recognition and now suddenly without advance warning or time to prepare his case Peter was denying his Master, caring only for his own life.
This could have been his finest hour but he missed it along with the others. Since he had not denied himself, he saved himself and denied the Lord. The hour had tested Peter and he had missed the opportunity to be as he had believed, the greatest among them. He had based his faith as a disciple on his own strength and resolve. He thought that being a follower alone would be sufficient to equip him for any test of his loyalty to Jesus.


Every time we place our trust so close to home it will fail. We cannot prevail in our darkest hours unless we have spent our finest hours in the presence of Jesus. We cannot afford to wait until the day of battle.
“Then the King of Israel answered and said, tell him, Let not him who girds on his armor boast like him who takes it off.” (1 Kings 20:11)


Many have made grand claims on their way to pillage nations and peoples but were stopped in their tracks far from their desired goals allowed to only go so far by a Sovereign hand.
There are others who come to mind in Scripture though they would not have realized the moment of their finest hour or even agree with my choice, but I am mindful as I write this of the two thieves hanging on the Cross on each side of Jesus.
We have no details of their past lives up to this point only that they were thieves who had been convicted of their crimes by Rome and were now paying the penalty for it.
The  little  excerpts  we  do  have  give  us  a  brief  window  into what transpired in those last hours as they hung together on Crosses. In Mathew’s account we read that the thieves were among those who taunted, chided and railed at Jesus in their agony. In Luke’s account we read that these malefactors, each had an exchange of words with Jesus. This final assault of words from minds and bodies intoxicated with the lingering pain of their crucifixion would also be the last nail in the coffin as it were thus sealing their eternity as they hung there between Heaven and Earth during their first sixth hours.
In this ghastly reality of dying on a Cross, one of the thieves - unbroken, angry, unrepentant in the slightest for his actions - could not contain himself any longer: “If thou be Christ save thyself and us.”
It was a plea from a desperate man with no hope from any earthly intervention to save him at this point. Then the other thief promptly rebuked him saying:


“Do you not  even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”
How did this man under the same sentence, suffering the same humiliation and agony as the other arrive at such a different conclusion? He had, as Mathew mentions in his Gospel, railed and taunted Jesus, but while the hours slipped by this man experienced a grand change of heart. He was able to voice to all within earshot, even to those who had condemned him, that they were deserving of this death for their deeds. How did he know that Jesus was indeed innocent? At what point had the fear of God entered his heart? What did he see in Jesus as He Himself hung there next to him that opened his eyes and heart?
We may never know why, but he had changed. One crucified thief remained hard and unbroken while the other, now enlightened, turned to Jesus in fear and humility and called out to Him by name:
“Jesus remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”
Jesus replied “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
“Was it worth going to the Cross to find Jesus?” Is the question in eternity we may all want to ask this thief considering his guilt and condemnation, along with the pain and the shameful humiliation of being crucified. I already know what his answer will be.
In that small window of time, two men suffered and died, one in peace, the other in anger and torment. Both had an opportunity within arm’s length to call out for help. For one it would be a haunting memory through a lost eternity, unless he did indeed repent. For the other the Cross was the meeting place, the saving place where he spent his last finest hour.


There is something inexplicable about suffering, trials and Crosses. They seem to transform people either for good or for worse. Perhaps that is the way God intended it to be as we walk through the hard places of life. For anyone who has walked through difficult times as we all have do, suffering captures our complete attention and compresses it giving us a laser beam focus.
“We all know people who have been made meaner and more irritable and more intolerable to live with by suffering; it is not right to say that all suffering perfects. It only perfects one type of person… the one who accepts the call of God in Jesus Christ.” (Oswald Chambers)
Nothing else seems to matter, all other distractions have been pushed aside while we contemplate our present reality in light of our suffering. For Christians we are to ‘arm’ ourselves, equip ourselves with the same purpose as Jesus, because;

“he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin.” (1 Peter 4:1)
There are purging, cleansing aspects to suffering that scripture teaches designed to develop in believers a quality of faith and resolve that no other life experience is capable of doing.
The Biblical text is a snapshot of God’s constant intervention into the lives of people and nations. His leading, guiding, and transforming ways all moving us in and towards His divine purpose.
What about my finest hour or your finest hour, perhaps it is still years away. What might our families or our spouses say about us in regards to our faith, integrity or the genuineness of the life we’ve lived before the ones who know us best?
I’ll mention Moses as a last example. How would we measure Moses’ finest hour? Was it living in the pomp and glory of Egypt? Maybe it was as he stood at the burning bush as God called him and commissioned him with the Heavenly mandate to set God’s people free. Maybe it was when he returned to Egypt draped in authority and power proceeding to shatter the gods of Egypt’s supremacy then setting a nation of Hebrew slaves free to return to their land.
Moses stands alone as one who beheld the glorious power of God; used of God in parting seas, providing manna, water and health for millions for forty years, not too shabby. No one, nothing could oppose this mighty leader as they moved forward towards the Promised Land overthrowing nations and armies more powerful than they were. What about spending forty consecutive days and another forty days back to back with God on the mountain? Another unequaled moment.
Although  Moses  had  been  on  the  mountain  to  receive  the commandments, as he stood in the veiled company of God where God radiated with glory, fire and clouds, where His voice thundered in a face to face exchange; Moses’ one great request of God wasn’t for more power, or prestige, or lands or more riches.
Moses wanted God, wholly unfiltered more than he had known in previous exchanges.
Show me Your glory Lord!
This was the deep cry and desire of a man who had seen all Jehovah’s wondrous works but desired to see all of God, beyond the miraculous wonders - all that God is, the very face of God. This is the cry I believe God conceives and develops in us, an unyielding unquenchable thirst where no amount of things or divine wonders can ever satisfy the profound longing within. For Moses, I believe as he stood in the cleft of the rock in the mountain side, there in that frozen time frame as all of God’s glory was passing by, Moses was suspended in the hand of God able to gaze on the matchless beauty and majesty of indescribable Glory.
This was, in my opinion, his finest hour.
Tragically here in North America we are caving in, not to a Biblical faith but to a culturally pleasant faith - a one size fits all belief system. Like Adam and Eve we have been beguiled to settle for the apples on the tree when God in His absolute wonder and beauty is willing to walk with us in the cool of the day.
The God did it for me, He will do it for you kind of formula we as self-proclaimed Western spiritual giants espouse is a prescription devoid of the intimacy we all so desperately need on an individual basis with God. We have bypassed the vital requirements of knowing God. We have simply boiled Christianity down to a formula to extract only the beneficial ingredients we like, then discard the Cross, the discipline and obedience as unnecessary and undesirable. This sparse diet will in time open the door to a great number of spiritual parasites that even now are sapping the true strength and vitality from the Western Church.
We would tell our kids you just can’t have dessert; you have to eat the meat and vegetables - that is where the nutrition comes from. Kids are just kids; they do not know any better; they are prone to eat only what they like. So as loving parents we simply cannot give our kids what they want, when they want it. We at times will have to broaden their palates, let them taste something a little different, with a texture that requires some chewing. It may not taste as good as soda pop and cookies, but it will feed their bodies with necessary nourishment.
This continent and certainly other parts of the world that have adopted  this  similar  gospel  of  cosiness  and  well-being  are  in  for  an awakening that might fall on the rude side and not the comfort side. Growth and maturity bring some bumps and scrapes - all part of becoming an adult. We can keep painting and marketing the Christian message to ourselves and the world that all believers in Christ are able to live a financially abundant life free of sickness or disease, successful, always on top of our game as the saying goes. This presentation and promotion of the Christian Gospel is a myth and a product of our own fabrication.
God  in  His  goodness will  in  fact meet many needs  with  the miraculous, BUT that does not translate into growth or maturity in the disciples, look at the life of Jesus disciples. Look at their petty envy and strife, their unwillingness to embrace the interest of God in the face of their Cross. Look for the fruit, look for the characteristics of a godly life that have been pressed into a person through tribulation.
Having the gold, the signs and wonders, the toys and things that glitter may fool some into believing that we are a blessed nation and that God is delighted that we are onboard. But if this is all that we have to show as evidence of our faith then we are indeed poor, naked and blind. We might have stuff that other nations envy and freedom that many people long for. Certainly these are blessings of a good God to a people that built in the sure foundations in the construction of these two great nations.
That  was  then.  Today  the  foundations  are  shifting; the  faith once delivered to us by the saints is waning and the doors to the church have opened wide to beguiling forms of Christian theatre, drama and entertainment. The world has crept in undetected bringing with it the muddied flood waters of compromise.   The pure stream of life giving waters of the Gospel are being exchanged for a bottled liquid labelled conformity to the world. It has dulled our senses but cannot quench the souls of thirsting people. The new version of God’s Word has lost its cutting edge and sadly makes little appeal to come up higher or deeper.
Please hear me, there is so much hype and hysteria about the miraculous, the signs and the wonders to the degree that they marginalize God. This focus in their understanding becomes God’s whole narrative and description for the Christian Church.
The Christian Church is bending over backwards in an attempt to market a God whose sole purpose is to please one and all with pleasant things. Certainly God is abundantly good, kind and merciful and that is the reason why God will honor His name and Word all the while many innocent and unsuspecting individuals still attempt to exploit His goodness and grace while making merchandise of God’s people.
The anointing of God does not in any way constitute or equal the approval of God.
Let me explain this further. The fact that people are blessed by following certain Biblical principles, or that others are healed, or become successful are not necessarily accurate indicators or signs that God has placed his stamp of approval on the persons involved or their lifestyles. The anointing so many talk about is a demonstration of God’s power to heal, break bondages and change lives but it may not reflect His approval on their personal standards, choices or way of life. This is where we can get a false sense of security, thinking that because of miracles, signs and wonders God is thrilled and approves of everything we are doing or the way we are living and the condition of our heart.
Here are a couple of examples out of many that may help clarify this important distinction.
These are the accounts of a minister that knew these men personally. These stories were shared publicly in a Church I visited and have the recording as proof; these testimonies stand as a tragic and sad demonstration. These days, they are not rare exceptions but sadly the rule.
This minister recounted how years ago this story appeared in a leading Christian magazine about another minister who would have weeklong revival meetings in churches across the country. He was found out at one point to be living a very different lifestyle. The minister who would host this anointed man of God reported how the man would lay hands on the sick and infirmed and they would be healed right on the spot; his prophetic words were so accurate it would blow you away. He was just so powerful. It turns out that the very nights where there was such a powerful anointing to heal the sick , give powerful words, lead the lost to repentance, he would go back to his hotel room in town after the services to spend the evening with prostitutes drinking the night away.
Another true story this same minister relates is about a very talented musician he knew who played in some of the leading rock bands years ago and was at one point dramatically saved. In short time because of his musical abilities was invited on the praise and worship team in a particular church.  This  specific  church  would  conduct  special  revival meetings for a week each year headed up by a wonderfully gifted and highly anointed visiting minister and his team whom they loved. On the last night after a series of miracle meetings, the man of God approached a young lady on the platform who was part of the worship team and gave her the keys to his hotel room. He told her go on up to the room and get ready. “I’ll be there shortly” he told her.
The young musician standing close by overheard this exchange and approached the woman hesitantly not really knowing what to say. The conversation went something like this:
“I understand what went on here and I am a little confused, because this is the kind of stuff I did before I got saved.”
The young lady replied, “You’re new here aren’t you? All the women on the worship team do it with him.”
“Well what about his wife, does she know?”
“Yes she knows, she doesn’t like it but look at this man’s anointing, if God had a problem with it, these miracles wouldn’t be happening, we don’t go around spreading this stuff but he has slept with over half of the women in the church! If God doesn’t have a problem with it then neither do we, just don’t go spreading it around, if God didn’t approve of this he wouldn’t be able to perform these signs and miracles”.
Some  may  be  shocked  to  hear  that  a  person  can  do  great miraculous deeds and still live in sin. The reason for this is that we equate miracles, signs and wonders with holiness, purity and perfect vessels. We believe God has found the faultless and flawless individual that floats around in a cosmic bubble sprinkling star dust on everyone divinely tuned in to Heaven above.
Sorry that is not  the  case. Gifts and anointing’s are spiritual tools given to flesh and blood individuals as the Holy Spirit so deems. (1 Corinthians 12)
Many, many individuals operate in some gift or other of the Holy Spirit. We didn’t receive it because of anything else but by God’s choice; it has nothing to do with us because it was given to us before the foundations of the world, way, way back. (2 Timothy 1:9)
However, how we steward and guard that gift will determine how effective it will be in the long run. We all sin, we may not practice sin but in truth our lives, actions and thoughts are not completely Christ-like yet. So should we be surprised that God uses less than perfect vessels like us or others on occasion. I think we all stand back and scratch our heads when we hear of such open and brazen acts, yet again this should speak to us of God’s great mercy, longsuffering and grace waiting for a change of heart in such individuals who seem to cross the line emboldened and blinded, believing themselves to be the source of their own power.
The lesson to be gleaned from these and many other similar stories  is  what  I  mentioned  a  little  earlier:  Anointings,  giftings  and powerful displays of the miraculous do not equal to God’s presence or approval.
If we had to choose between God’s anointing and God’s presence, we had better take the presence every time!
Gifts are wonderful; they help us do the work of the ministry. The anointing is also invaluable as it empowers people to move in incredible and dynamic works and wonders. It is not a stamp of approval on their lives or an indicator of God’s presence. It is not a gauge of a pure heart or an indicator that they are walking in close fellowship with God. It is simply a gift - an anointing from God!
Believers in their new nature in Christ desire to do good works; there  is  an  outflow of  compassion  for  the  lost,  for  the  hurting and the broken. This is right and normal. Nonetheless, it must also have a continuous inward flow that can only be found in our times alone with God.
Perhaps for some these holy encounters are a thing of the past; the intimate altars that once glowed with love and passion for God are now desolate and cold - a distant memory. In its place you might find busy itineraries of wonderful humanitarian projects, all good and all necessary, but what is missing is the obvious aroma of Heaven, sadly in its place hanging in the air is the scent of only human activity.
Ministry, giftings and anointings are all good things, all God things, all meant to build and equip the saints of God to do the work of ministry right across the whole spectrum of human needs good, bad and ugly. We are the front line in this spiritual battle for the hearts, mind and souls of mankind. The Church is responsible to take this battle to the enemies’ gates, in the conquest of our unseen foes, in the mandate of Isaiah 61. Yet there is one crucial fundamental training feature that may be for some an epiphany now that was missed in basic training.
The battle is the Lords!
We may have our own plans drawn out for how we believe the battle should be won. However, the Lord has much more in mind than simply overthrowing evil and taking back some captives. Our training, the engagements of combat, the fears, isolation, the wounds, the privations, sacrifice, the ability to wait for instructions and follow them, willingness to obey commands under duress or in the heat of battle where we are at risk, exposing ourselves to personal danger even to the sacrifice of our personal precious lives. Yes we must be willing to serve the Lord but at some point we will come to serve the Lord out of rest, not compulsion, pressure or recognition.
Not Performance but Obedience.
There will in time come an internal alignment with God. We will not be simply professing and confessing words or declarations that we ourselves have not heard God speak to us personally.
Living in a war zone takes believers on to become overcomers.
What God is after are men, women, young people who will lay aside their own dreams aspirations, wants and desires. People who will come to love and serve Him with nothing in their hands but a love for their God and a desire to spend time with Him. Preparation for service at any cost in any conflict at any price. We can certainly learn a thing or two from men or women who in the natural serve their country and are willing to give their lives out of patriotic duty and love of country.

If you are one of those persons who have laid your life before Jesus Christ in surrender, offering to Him and the Kingdom of God your all, then be aware that God at some point will require of you in some measure to sacrifice some aspects of your life to learn His ways and serve His cause. God will take us beyond our natural strength, abilities or faculties and at times beyond our capability to understand or make sense of things.
Our life will be detoured many times off of the course we may have desired to go, to bring us into places God alone has seen fit for us to best serve His cause. God in His unfathomable ways will break us of our independent ways much like a new recruit is broken in boot camp or basic training. God will then fashion us not by motherly comforts but by the loving discipline and training of a father.
Reaching the lost, saving souls, and healing the sick, or even raising the dead—to what ends? For what purpose? For the glory of God? Yes, of course but might God receive greater benefit and satisfaction from just one truly submitted obedient disciple? Welcome to the real Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Where does God put the ultimate emphasis in scripture? God could do the miraculous at any moment   to save the multitudes, heal the sick and raise the dead in a blink of the eye. He could place us once again in a paradise, like Adam and Eve a cushy resort with every creature comfort till we go home to Heaven.


God could also elevate us to be a powerful and beautiful angelic creation where everything we wanted to do we could just do with no questions asked. The truth of the matter is that God did implement those same scenarios, recorded in the Biblical text, each one those scenarios would prove to be a valuable lesson for us, the heirs of salvation.
God provided the luxury resort for our first grandparents, yet it  proved  disastrous.  Being  a  powerful  Cherubim  did  not  satisfy  the ambitious heart of Lucifer. Doing things for God can never replace and satisfy the deep longing we have to be like Him.
The Gospel message is not merely an invitation to salvation or a pathway to multiple benefits gained for us by Jesus at the Cross. Its most essential purpose without forgetting the others is the Holy Calling to be transformed into the image of Christ by way of diverse obstacles that God Himself has designed to accompany us.
The Earth is the scientific petri dish that we have been placed in, a setting that God has structured in such a way where His saints, subject to tribulation, will in time overcome and be transformed in an environment that is both foreign and hostile to our new nature. Let us therefore count it all joy for the trials are producing for us an eternal weight of glory that cannot be measured.
We may never recognize while loving and serving God on this Earth, our own exceptional and eternal moments and deeds. Nonetheless, as we have endeavoured to obey and passionately pursue the Lord in good times and in hard times we can rest assured that even though we view our lives as inconsequential, insignificant or maybe mediocre, Heaven will see the conflict and fiery trials of our lives as our finest hour.




Chapter 8
Anyway Kind of Love
“Gaining spiritual life is conditional on suffering loss. We cannot measure our lives in terms of gains; they must be measured in terms of loss. Our real capacity lies not in how much we retain but how much has been poured out. The power of love is attested by love’s sacrifice. If our hearts are not separated from the love of the world, our soul life has yet to go through the Cross.” (Watchman Nee)
Relationship is the spiritual glue that makes the Christian faith the bright light on the hill in regards to all other religions and beliefs systems. Rules, laws and creeds certainly go a long way in keeping people motivated and  somewhat  dedicated  to  their  particular brand  or  expressions  of faith. Yet, as we hopefully have all come to know and experience: simply keeping laws and observing certain revered sacred days, feast or what have you, leaves a person empty and tragically a spiritual orphan. The only fuel that keeps us going is a desire to be accepted, acknowledged and especially affirmed by a loving Father somewhere up in the Heavens.
Relationship speaks of closeness, proximity, intimacy but laws compel us to do right, be right and live right. While relationship takes the pressure off of us to perform. We soon realize that this personal faith is not about the keeping and observing religious doctrines and rules but this Christian faith opens for us all a doorway into the Presence of God up front and very close only because God genuinely delights in me and invited me in with Him.
Even after many, many years of following after God, I realize that this sense of duty and performing for God is slowly being replaced with an ongoing awakening realizing the eternal truth that our Heavenly Father truly enjoys me just the way I am. No progress charts, no merit system, not an earn as you go structure or some religious pyramid scheme to motivate believers to get out there and sell God to the masses for more brownie points or a front row seat - none of it!
In this relationship, duty changes to desire and then to delight in regards to just being me and resting in the presence of my Father. This is the less-travelled road where one goes from doing things for God to being someone in God. A fact that has always been real in God’s heart but for me, for us as believers its reality is becoming all the more perceptible, all the more tangible.
Call it maturity, sanctification, growing up, but whatever one may label this process I believe it comes home to us in high definition as God in his abundant grace leads and walks us through many tough lessons and similar to a healing salve - opens our spiritual eyes to see our Cross as a gateway to life, to Christlikeness.
Where we are right now in regards to our own life and relationships with other people may in our opinion be far from where we would like to be; maybe things have not turned out the way we would have liked and even planned. You are in good company. Most if not all would place themselves in the same category.
Perhaps a sobering reality for some,   but at this juncture with these less than ideal conditions this place where I am right now holds the secret to the overcoming life and the keys to changing the circumstances. This place, this moment, these conditions these people whom I love await my input!


I must change to change my world for Christ. I must apprehend that which God apprehended me for! (Phil.3:12)
Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  despite  the  less  than  perfect conditions we walk through in this world most people are able to put up with a lot of stuff and still manage to keep going on, pushing forward?
I believe that hope for better days ahead keeps us somewhat buoyant, afloat, moving along. Anticipating changes for the good, even making plans for our futures with optimism and expectation, looking forward to getting over the bumps and disappointments to finally bask in the sunlight of just simple living without too much drama.
There is enough stuff in our lives that weigh us down that at some point we may need more than a quick fix flotation device like a life preserver to keep our heads above the water.
Life can get pretty messy at times, marriage does not follow the ideal story book pattern portrayed in magazine articles adorned with romantic images and depictions of marital bliss. Then on the next page of our Wish magazine there are kids laughing, carefree youngsters living in opulent environments gracing the full page ads that are not at all like the typical kids we see running around the house yelling and screaming at each other. As you keep turning the pages of the Wish magazine one realizes how dramatically different their lives appear in contrast with the pictures and articles illustrating exotic vacations, cottage on the lake and an endless chorus of more toys, more fun more money, more, more and more.
Be it told we are all very aware of our own Life 101 issues as well as those being played out in the lives of other families that attend our church. People we know, love and respect, that for all intents and purposes, after wrestling their way through the past week all look great at least on Sunday mornings anyway. We all walked in carrying varying degrees of freight and burdens - stuff.


We sing and shout and listen in on the sermon and then walked out again. Hopefully edified, hopefully encouraged that God, who alone knows the true condition of our hearts and the state of our minds and yes the condition of our family, is walking with us through the turmoil. Perhaps nothing tangible in our view may have changed, we arrive home and we are back to the ongoing production of our average life.
Some of us may stop for lunch with friends or just go straight home, change, have something to eat and then flop back in our chair to relax and veg in front of the T.V. Maybe even reflect over the morning service, think about all the activity in our lives and wonder how God is going to address our issues? Where are the victory shouts in our financial crisis? Things don’t look so good in this department. On the other hand our elderly parents are not doing well at all, sick, dementia. Then there are the kids, sick again with another round of colds and flu. Not to mention the older kids, though they haven’t come out and said anything, we sense that their marriage is not doing so well at the moment, we see the strain in their relationship.
Sitting there in our easy chair we may begin to do a mental inventory on all those that we know and begin to realize that though our personal fact sheet seems to go on and on with one issue after the other, we are not alone. Not so much a startling revelation, but a reality that is sobering to say the least.
Look at all the stuff, the baggage and clutter in all our lives! Is this right, I mean is this normal for Christians? I can understand that unbelievers, the lost and broken would have their share of disorder, turmoil and mess, but born again Christians?
This is no wakeup call, nor is it a trumpet call; it is more in the form and nature of an observation that seems contradictory at least in light of what we might be preaching to the choir of Christians showing up for church every Sunday. In my view the overwhelming majority of what is being taught by and large, is a message that in essence paints the picture of the Christian life as a life that flows smoothly across the years like a beautiful boat with sails fluttering in the gentle breeze on a warm summer day. Enjoying the sun as it warms the occupants stretched out on the decks dressed in the latest fashion wear. Listening to beautiful tunes amplified by the latest and greatest electronic gizmos, where lunch is served and you can expect nothing short of a superlative feast by the onboard chef we’ve hired.
Maybe this is another page in our Wish magazine - a version some of us are guilty of wishing for out loud. An idealistic understanding of spiritual truth that highlights all the plusses but forgets a few minuses.
These whimsical ideals, with all due respect, are the illusions of  people  in  spiritual  denial,  if  the  honest  to  goodness  truth  be told.  These  amount  to  nothing  more  than  theoretical  and  fictional fabrications, inventions on a wish list marketed at large which amount to a misrepresentation of the Christian faith. The incessant glamor for more money, greater recognition, perfect health – and we can personalize and claim any other little fringe benefit to top it all off from God who sits around just waiting to lavish us with the latest and greatest of more, more and much more. This is that ideal, perfect picture that no one I know lives in.
“Pack up all your cares and woes” we are instructed and just throw  them  overboard  because  on  this  Spiritual  flagship named  No Disappointment we  cannot  long  entertain  problematic issues.  In  this ardent faith capsule, we cannot tolerate hardship nor acknowledge their presence or existence lest by doing so we somehow give our hardships power to remain a reality in our lives and a tangible evidence of our lack of faith. These issues will only remind us of our actual state of being - an average Christian life, God forbid!
Average Christian life? Unthinkable! What next? Therefore we command all our problems to walk the plank and disappear overboard into the deep – gone for good we hope.
Sure it’s a wonderful motivational pitch, but is it scripturally real, attainable or is it even a plausible representation of biblical Christianity? It sells the books. Joyce Meyers on her radio program told the story of how they were having trouble selling one of her books because the title dealt with the Cross and self-discipline. Once they changed the title to accentuate the blessings of God the book began to sell rapidly though the message inside had not changed. Go figure!
This chapter is certainly not about me venting frustration and dump it out along the contemporary golden highway of this whimsical Christian philosophy. This is, in all earnestness, a plea to return to our Bibles, to part with pet doctrines told and re-told as to become entrenched Holy Writ in our minds.
It is a plea to underscore the great need to read the literal text in harmony with what is in actual context with the volume of scripture. A plea to return to teaching that is consistent and confirmed with multiple verses which have stood the test of time and has produced seasoned balanced disciples for two thousand years.
The Church is not in the business to indoctrinate and graduate fine arts class students adept at writing, dancing or painting; the Church is charged to train, teach, reprove, correct so that the men and women of God may be sufficiently equipped for every good work and for every battle.
Let me shift gears a little here to broaden the scope of our holy calling and place an emphasis that is just not brought across, because it seems to imply a deficiency in us or God when in truth it brings us into a totally different level of thinking, attitude, perception, faith and walk with God.
There is a little story I read recently in a Focus on the Family magazine dated January 2007, where I found myself both convicted, challenged and encouraged. It’s a simple little story that Gary Thomas recounts of a couple’s interaction in their marriage that registered in me a broader truth found not only in marriage but in every aspect of our lives in relation to God.
The story starts by describing, on a certain Valentine’s Day, a woman we shall call Joan who went all out to purchase for her husband a few items that she just knew he would like and appreciate. She also had dressed for the occasion expecting a wonderful romantic evening ahead. Her husband Joe, however, simply bought her a card on the way home at the local variety store and signed Joe at the bottom.
After a few days of regaining her composure, Joan tried to tackle the subject explaining to Joe how she felt taken for granted. Joe somehow did not clue in.
Two  months  later  on  their  anniversary Joe  did  not  get  Joan anything. With hurt feelings she asked Joe why he did not buy her anything especially after their previous talk two months earlier.
In his defense he replied, “that he had thought about getting something but it just didn’t work out.”
She responded, “you could have at least bought me a card”. 
"I didn’t get you a card because you didn’t like the one I got you the last time” he objected.

“It’s not that I didn’t like the card” she said, “but it seemed a little sparse."
A few months later Joan had a birthday and Joe came home with a gift tool set for the kitchen. Since Joan had borrowed Joe’s tool set a few weeks earlier he figured this would be the perfect gift, and because she would not have to borrow his again.
In telling her story Joan recounts how she has tried over the years to get her husband to read some how-to books on loving your spouse. After a few pages he would lose interest and never pick up the books again.


“I’ve realized” she admitted, “this is never going to change, but I love him anyway.”
The point that Gary Thomas highlights in the article is that for many, “we love because.” I love you because you’re good to me, because you’re sweet, because you’re thoughtful, because you keep the romance alive in our marriage, because you never forget our special days, because you spoil me so much – because, because, because!
But  what  about  a  spouse  who  disappoints  us,  who  is  so preoccupied with  what  they are about and seem to be oblivious  to our needs. Insensitive to our feelings, self-absorbed, in another world, perhaps selfish or critical. Someone who overlooks me, my input, my desires, wants and wishes.
Can we say like Joan said of Joe “I guess I will have to accept that things may never change, butI love him, anyway”? What a profound statement!
Jesus in Luke 6:32-36 gave a similar life lesson: “And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.”
“And if you do good to those who love you…” “And if you lend to those…”
In principle Jesus was saying anyone can love those who love you back, those who buy you nice things and say kind words about you. But what about those difficult cases and there are many where people have not come into their dream relationship with their spouse? Single people, still waiting, still hoping, still praying for that right person to come along. Business plans gone bad placing the entire family in jeopardy. All the hopes and aspirations we once held have vaporized. What now? Love anyway - is that even possible under these conditions?
Christians  are  called  to  something  higher  than  their  worldly counterparts. The world for the most part loves because. We are called to love, lend, serve and obey anyway.
The reason why I have decided to re-tell this story is because there is a sobering reality that comes home to roost at times in the lives of all Christians. Where we are confronted with the more unappreciated and negative aspects of life. A wayward child, an unfaithful spouse, a financial crisis, a sickness that doesn’t seem to get better, all of these and many more arrive at our doors unannounced, uninvited and certainly unwelcome. Who needs more trouble, who wants to live with problems that are open ended where we see no closure in the long term of our undesirable circumstances?
What do we do when every day occurrences which happen to everybody else comes home to happen to us? People of faith certainly process  things  altogether  differently  than  the  world  and  rightly  so. Yet all the difference lies in our ability and willingness to put aside our natural inclinations and responses as well as our resident pre-conditioned Christian mindsets that we have nurtured over the years.
The difference lies between Bible lessons and scripture passages only  learned  in  theory,  and  a  feet-on-the-ground  practical  ability  to encounter God in these battle zones. In our textbook, exemplary model of Christianity, all trials and suffering are viewed and deemed to be adverse and detrimental, intruders sent from Hell whose sole mission is to make our lives miserable without any redeeming value and outside of the will of God. This is often the thinking.
Our ideal life or marriage in our opinion is better served by conditions  and  situations  that  we  can  love  because  as  opposed  to circumstances  that  will  require  we  rise  to  another  level  upward  to embrace these intrusions with a love that decides to go the extra mile to love anyway. Let me clarify that we need not love the trials and suffering - that is not the point I am making. Joan loved her husband despite the deficiencies; she did not love the deficiencies.


If we can discern the trials and suffering and make the distinction between  the  hand  that  delivers  it,  for  reasons  that  we  rarely  can understand at the time, from the Hand that considered our fragile frame as He determined in His perfect love and purpose to allow it, we shall be people of distinct character. Placing the blame somewhere or on someone does little to correct the situation. Remember in an earlier chapter; that there may be many hands in the pot to blame, but placing all that guilt and liability at the Cross, on Christ is the only real place of healing and restoration.
As in the story above Joan could have said enough is enough, let’s pack it in. Has anyone else ever come to that line in the sand? To her credit and a mirror into her soul we see a person who recognized that life and marriage are not ideal or perfect even in the Christian experience. Surprise, surprise, but not really. She concluded that there is more of me that God may be requiring of in this marriage union. She may have, in her quiet moments of disappointment, thought “if things are never going to change with my husband where does that leave me? What am I supposed to do now?”
For any person in similar situations to Joan’s, one would have spent a great deal of time to consider all the options in addition to looking for some heavenly guidance from above. Joe was not a perfect husband, not even close, but Joan loved him anyway! With all the shortcomings and failings. She accepted the facts as they were and was willing to make the necessary changes in her attitude and more than likely align her heart with a higher will and purpose than her own happiness. She decided to make the best of it in their relationship going against the prevalent get out while you can mindset - enjoy at least some measure of happiness with someone else while there is still time, while you are still young enough!
God maybe asking of us to see the trial as a place of deeper communion, of putting the other person first, as accepting that some things may never change even after long seasons of prayer or intercession. We may be required without satisfactory answer from God to lay down our ideals of what we have come to know as model Christianity here in the Western culture at least, and with a grace from above walk into the unwelcome, unwholesome circumstance knowing full well that God is in charge and in control, able to work things out in me before He works all things for good in us and around us.

This love anyway goes way beyond the borders of marriage, or family relationships. We may protest our adverse circumstances as unfair, unjust, too hard and too long only to be met with silence. The change in our souls may turn the tide on our circumstances which many times is the case, however, for reasons only God knows, they may not.
Nonetheless, when we come to the place of embracing the will and purpose of God in adverse situations a remarkable change begins to take place within. A change, that could only be described as a sustaining grace, an ability, a strength, a peace, a love that comes to lift us and keep us in our hours and seasons of testing. It is somewhat fragile though, this abiding place. I can choose to remain in it, as the Holy Spirit deals with the inner sanctuary of my heart revealing my unloveliness, my protests and pockets of corruption and all the while feeling loved and embraced by God in His own personal love anyway unconditional affection for me.
On the other hand as happens all too often, the deep inward dissent begins, griping, complaining; my thoughts running wild, resentment gives way to bitterness, the clamoring, wanting an explanation, insufficient answers to our many why’s, at the end of our rope looking for a way out!
Telling ourselves “we are doing all the pulling and hard slugging, they don’t even appreciate it or see my commitment! How much more Lord do we give of ourselves here?” Only silence comes back.
Disputing with the Lord, concluding finally that “no one should have to live this way, no Christian should have to put up with this - it’s unfair!”


“No Christian should have to go through what I am enduring right now” we complain. Our ideal, comfortable way of living or maybe even our blessed mountain top resort lifestyle finally gets shattered. The all too real and all too common actuality of another predicament, another mess another jam has found its way home to us, and we don’t like it one bit.
Did you ever notice as you watch one of these Super Hero Marvel comic movies, that Spiderman or Batman, or Superman never appear on the scene until trouble shows up? They always show up at the right time to take care of the bad guys, clean up the mess, settle everybody down and then life gets back to normal until the next set of villains show up.
In real life, our issues are not always big or monumental, we thankfully do not live in constant crisis mode. Yet we cannot afford to miss the small things, the little foxes; it’s the little things that if left unattended or set aside or taken for granted that usually come back to bite us. From experience we have also learned that little things unattended grow to become big things that will require all our attention and emotional energy.
Little sins become bigger sins, sassy little attitudes that seem cute and acceptable for a time, left uncorrected become major bad attitudes more than not.   Character flaws, failings and shortcomings that draw little notice in early years can grow up to become undesirable character traits and personality disorders later on in life, causing untold harm in the person themselves and those in their sphere of influence.
Is it any wonder that Heavenly Daddy in His love as a parent has to take us in hand and begin to train and discipline us in an attempt to form in us the godly character traits we so desire and at times so  desperately lack; virtues we  long and pray for?.
The late Tom Landry, a name that would ring more familiar in the minds of men especially men who are into sports, was a legendary football coach for the Dallas Cowboys. He used to tell his team that: “The coach’s job is to teach grown men how to do what they don’t want to do in order for them to become what they’ve always wanted to become.”


Anyone who has desired to excel in sports, academics, business or what-have-you, would understand that to become proficient and skillful one will have to undergo the discipline, correction and    self-control that people do not like to do in order to attain a goal they feel can only be attained with some help.
A lot of effort to become someone we always wanted to become. It is no different for the Christian. To become Christ-like will require the daily godly training and discipline of our Heavenly Father in order to attain that which we long to be; but to apprehend this transformation will require that we follow the coach’s plans. (Hebrews 12)
We all want the blessings, every toy we feel we need to make our lives happy, happy, happy. This concept of a good God who gives His kids everything they ask for is the underlying support system being taught - a prevalent and long established ideology meant to reinforce that God really loves us only because we please Him somehow which motivates Him to give us what we want. God is not training us to be seals, performing a trick and then waiting for a fish to be tossed to us.
It is not that God does not want to bless and increase us but His idea of blessing and increase are worlds apart from our own most times and His ways of getting us to one day appreciate the needs He is supplying and the character He is forming will take us through a lifetime of special moments with Dad.
Our whole mindset will have to change, to the point where we will not fear or despair when trials come our way, in fact we will come to understand in time that we need not fear the future that God has indeed mapped out for us. This truth may still just be a concept for us, a questionable theory; but in time perhaps shall become a seasoned fact. No longer a concept but a truth learned on the playing field of life as God walks us through each circumstance to become something more, someone better, more mature, more complete.
It is amazing that we will submit our lives to human coaches of various disciplines to help us achieve goals without giving them much grief. Only because we trust them. They may put us through the rigors and severities of boot camp and we accept it because we have a vision of the outcome.
In our case our coach is already onboard.
Job in the Bible is a love anyway kind of man. Not one of us want to walk through what he walked through to get where he got! He was a righteous man the Bible declares; he had all the bases covered, plugged every hole in the wall, prayed every type of prayer for blessing and protection for all his family. He took care of the needs of the poor, did not covet or lust after anyone or anything: he was a man of sterling character and principles.
So then why does a man like that have to go through a nightmare of suffering? Was there something lacking, something deficient? Not in our opinion, but the Lord seemed to think so, for God is not one to test us for no reason at all?
“What I have feared the most has come upon me,” Job admitted. Either because we have been taught or because of a religious
nature, we, like Job, tend to dot all the I’s and cross all the T’s. Perchance
God will take note of our scrupulous attention to details in spiritual matters in our attempt to ward off all manner of evil tidings and suffering and gain some favor with the Lord.
What was God after in Job that he designed and allowed such calamity to befall every aspect of Job’s life? What could be more important in our opinion anyway, than what God took away that He would in time provide Job double, as God reached down and stripped Job down to his very skin? Some might at this point say that Job was an isolated case, and God’s dealings with the righteous in no way reflects Job’s life and God’s purpose for everyone.
Again we can bring to mind a few of a vast litany of scriptural characters to make the point.
We can look at Abraham, called away from the land he knew to follow the command of a God he did not know, to in time offer up a promised son he had prayed for and finally received after decades of waiting. He did not know what the outcome would be, but by faith believed God would raise Isaac from the dead.
Joseph is another example of living in the harsh realities that life hands us at times. Envied and hated by his own brothers, sold to strange people without knowing the outcome of where he was going or what they might do to him. Sold as a slave, lived as a slave, then lastly accused, imprisoned for about 13 years.
Then there is Daniel, a slave, a captive in a foreign land; he may have risen to the place of top advisor but he still was a stranger in a faraway land for seventy years.
David beloved of God, a shepherd boy who kills a giant, ends up in a King’s palace to then be misunderstood, forced to flee for His life, chased as a wild animal trying to escape from a mad King who sought to kill him. Then there is Absalom his son who tries to overthrow David’s kingdom and kill his father to secure the throne.
What about Peter, Paul the early church? There are so many more Old and New Testament characters who beyond their ability to steer their lives on the course of their own choosing, plans or dreams were detoured in a way of speaking to find themselves in circumstances they had never thought they would be in nor had they prepared for.
How do we explain storms that push us off and overtake our chartered course? Where our lives are sent careening off onto another trajectory. A course that we seem to have no control over. Wars, famine, disease, death, persecution, trials and suffering all unpredictable factors that happen, all of these have the power to destroy us, or redirect our lives for better or for worse.


“Though He slay me yet I will trust Him.” (Job 13: 15)
This adamant statement by a broken man after the Abyss had unleashed its ferocity against Job. This wasn’t a memory verse he had learned in Sunday school still in the theory untried category of his faith; this was the testimony that would not move off of “God is good and His mercy endures forever.” A truth that was cast and tried in the furnace of affliction, though the trial was heated to such an intensity, though his body was covered with boils as he sat in the dust with nothing left, bemoaning the day of his birth. He did not forsake his trust in God.
Love anyway. Though you slay me, though I lose my children, though I lose my cattle and livestock, my means of living and support; though you take away my riches and possessions, yet I will love you anyway.  God  you  have  not  changed;  you  are  still  good  and  though everything seems to be turned upside down on me; I know You will make a way for me. I trust you and love You anyway!

Our lives may in no way look this dark yet the truth remains God will at times take us far beyond what we might have thought possible. We may have already learned it is not the mountain tops so much as the valleys that forge within us a resilient and irrepressible character that refuses to be vanquished in the face of hardships.
We need not fear the devils screams and rants that we have gone too far, that he is about to destroy us and God is not in this hard drama playing itself out in our lives. The devil now claims fallaciously that he is now in control and master of the situation and there is no God here to save or deliver from his hand.
My times are in Thy Hand; (Ps. 31:15)
What can separate us from the love of God? We shall one day rule and reign with Jesus in glory, but this is not that day! Today, we have been given all of Heavens provision to overcome.


All that we shall encounter has been precisely measured by God for us to triumph over. Today I am secure and at rest in Christ. Today God rules and reigns over every area of my life, God is indeed in charge and in control.
Love Anyway is the place and habitation of victory:
Love  Anyway  is  the  attitude  and  mindset  that  has  been transformed by the difficult things of life, yes in the very trials, to create within me the life spring of Son ship:
Love Anyway has developed the maturity to embrace all that my loving Father has deemed necessary to conform me into His image.
Love Anyway has opened the door to behold the beauty of the
Lord and rest in His presence.
Love Anyway is the anchor and resolve of an overcomer.
Life’s trials have been measured for us by a good Father who has made all the necessary provisions for us to succeed and triumph in our struggles. We have not been set apart to be defeated nor crushed.
We have been called and set apart to become conquerors.
“Though the fig tree should not blossom. And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive should fail,
And the fields produce no food,
Though the flock should be cut off from the fold, And there be no cattle in the stalls,
Yet I will exalt in the Lord,
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.
The Lord God is my strength,
And He has made my feet like hind’s feet,
And makes me walk on my high places.” (Habakkuk 3:17 -19)
I HAVE BEEN SET APART TO OVERCOME
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